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A record of a Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus nest site at particularly high

altitude in the Himalayas of Nepal.
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This short note describes a record of a Bearded
Vulture Gypaetus barbatus nest located at high
altitude (one of the highest found to date) in the
Annapurna massif in the Himalayas of Nepal,
alongside other nesting records above 4000 masl.
The Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus,
Linnaeus 1758) occurs in mountainous areas and is
specialized in osteophagy (bone-eating). Its nests
are frequently located on rocky outcrops of tall
cliffs. It is distributed in Eurasia and Africa, nesting
from almost sea level in Crete (Xirouchakis &
Nikolakakis 2002) to the high mountains of
Ethiopia and the Himalaya (Terrasse 2001). In the
Himalaya, observations of specimens in flight at
7500 m altitude have been documented (Ali &
Dillon Ripley 1968). There are several nesting
records above 4000 masl (Table 1) with references
to nests at elevations higher than 4200 m (Schéfer
1938, Ali & Dillon Ripley 1968), although those
authors did not provide detailed information in this
regard. In a sample of 22 Bearded Vulture nests
located in the Annapurna range, Subedi et al.
(2020) found a minimum altitude of 1445 masl and
a maximum of 4600 masl (mean = 3141 + 1003
masl). The purpose of this note is to report the
existence of a Bearded Vulture nest in the
Annapurna massif (Himalayas of Nepal), which
may be one of the highest altitudes at which a nest
has been recorded for the species.

On 13 November 2019, during a trek around this
Himalayan massif and from a point located at an
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altitude of 4,500 masl near the Thorung Phedi
lodge, Manang District (valley coordinates
28.769802°N, 83.969218°E; coordinates of the
village of Manang 28.667345°N, 84.021708°E), an
adult Bearded Vulture was observed perching
inside a cavity in a limestone rock cliff, standing on
an accumulation of branches approximately one
meter thick (Figure 1). This was during the
breeding season, at the start of incubation period for
the species in the Himalayas (Subedi et al. 2020).
The cliff wall was approximately 80 m high, with
the nest cave located approximately halfway up on
the most protected side of the cliff, approximately
450 m from the the river passing through the valley
below. A well-travelled path runs 700 m away from
the nest, which is used by local people and tourists
who use the trekking routes around Annapurna.
Large sloping surfaces covered with eroded rock
are abundant in the surrounding environment,
which enable the Bearded Vulture to break the
bones on which it feeds. The altitude recorded for
this nest is 4800 masl, thus being one of the highest
reported so far for this species (Table 1).

The axis of the valley where the nest is located
is oriented North-South, although the nest itself is
oriented towards the north-west. The most frequent
orientation of Bearded Vulture nests in the
Nepalese-Annapurna Mustang is facing south or
southwest (Subedi et al. 2020), probably as an
adaptation to receive more solar radiation in such a
cold and hostile environment. Detailed research of
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the cliff walls in front of the nest did not reveal any
other hollows as sheltered from snow and rain as
the one that contained the nest. Although the
orientation is typically determined by the
orography and the possibilities to construct the nest
(Margalida et al. 2012), the species preferably
selects well-protected cavities (Heredia 1991) that

offer protection to the growing chick. In this sense
and given that the limestone substrate generates
deep caves more frequently than other types of
rock, the nest under study could provide an
adequate microclimate and sufficient protection at
such high altitude and extreme weather conditions.

Figure 1: Photograph of the Bearded Vulture nest described in the note, located near Thorung Phedi lodge,
Manang District, Nepal, at 4800 masl. The photo was taken with a telephoto lens from a distance of 900 m.

Table 1: A list of records of Bearded Vulture nest sites at altitudes above 4000 masl.

Nest elevation Geographic location Date Source

(masl)

4511 Gyantse, Tibet 1908-1909  Bailey, 1911

Approx. 4700  Taweche Mountain Range, Pangboche, Nepal 1954 Biswas, 1974

Approx. 5000  Near Chang La Ladakh, India 1999 Sangha & Naoroji 2005
4750 Chhojung, Upper Mustang, Nepal 2001 Acharya, 2002

4066 South Qinghai Province, Tibet 2002 Katzner et al., 2004
Approx. 4500  Near Hanle Ladakh, India 2002 Sangha & Naoroji, 2005
4600 Annapurna, Nepal 2012-2016  Subedi et al., 2020
4800 Thorung Phedi, Manang District, Annapurna, Nepal 2019 This record
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