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BOOK REVIEW BOEKBESPREKING

GASTRO-OESOPHAGEAL J cno
The Gastro-Oesophageal Junction. Clinical applications to
oe ophageal and gastric surgery. By G. S. Muller Botha,
M.D. (Cape Town), FR.F.P.S., Ch.M. (Birm.), F.R.C.S.
Pp. x + 369. Illustrated R7.50. London: J. & A. Churchill
Ltd. 1962.

This hand omely bound and printed work is the culmination
of many years of diligent research. This includes an impressive
amount of original research on the microscopic and macro­
scopic anatomy and the physiology of the gastro-oesophageal
region in the embryo, foetus, infant, child and adult as well
as a comparative anatomical study in 21 different animal
pecies.

Together with two colleagues, Dr. Muller Botha was the
first to use synchronous combined cine-radiography and
electro-manometry in the study of the physiology of the ter­
minal oe ophagus. This experimental work served as the basis
for his original ideas as regards the anatomy and physiology
of the gastro-oesophageal junction. and largely influenced his
approach to the treatment of disorders in this region. The dog­
matic statements are refreshing and leave one in no doubt
as to what the author believes, and are exactly what one
would expect from an author who can talk with as much
authority as Dr. Muller Botha.

Seeing that some of these statements are controversial there
are bound to be dissenting opinions, but those who do not
agree with the author will have to present weighty evidence
to prove their point of view.

An important contribution is the suggestion of a practical
and workable nomenclature which, if universally accepted,
will do away with the confusing terminology used hitherto.

His anatomical studies of the hiatus should be read by all
those interested in this region. He convincingly proves the
pre ence of an intrinsic lower oesophageal sphincter, and in
a truly scholarly way refers not only to this sphincter in the
bat, the rat, the tortoise, etc., but his references range as far
apart as the great basking shark and Houdini.

Dr. Muller Botha introduced the term 'empty segment' to
describe a radiological appearance normally seen in the lower
end of the oesophagus, and he ascribes it to a combination of
the lower oesophageal sphincter and the hiatus. This is used
as an important landmark in differentiating a phrenic ampulla,
which lies above the empty segment, from a hiatus hernia
which lies below it. His views on the so-called Schatzki ring
and the radiological picture of hiatus hernia are interesting,
stimulating, and probably correct.

An important contribution is made to the recognition and
treatment of functional and anatomical disorders of the lower
oesophagus and gastro-oesophageal junction, with hiatus hernia
as a highlight in this respect.

Dr. Muller Botha will be the first to admit that the last
word has not yet been said on the intricate mechanism of
the gastro-oesophageal junction. but his work is a milestone
that sets a standard which will be difficult to surpass. and
no doctor interested in this region, be he general practitioner.
paediatrician, physician, surgeon or radiologist, can afford
to be without this book.

The only criticism that can be made is that of minor gram­
matical and typographical errors, which will undoubtedl,y be
eliminated in a second edition, which is bound to follow.

JAB.
A.D.K.

P. D. Nel

Professor Fanconi, in the light of recent findings regarding
chromosomal aberrations, is very anxious to contact the
doctor in question in order to secure further documentation
of the case. Unfortunately, he cannot recall the name of the
doctor nor the actual town in which he met him, and I was
not personally present at the particular moment when this
was discussed so that I am unable to enlighten Professor
Fanconi any further.

On behalf of Professor Fanconi I should like to request
the doctor who recounted the above-mentioned facts to Pro­
fessor Fanconi to be good enough to get in touch with me, and
I could then tell him the nature of the information required
by Professor Fanconi and put him in touch with the Professor.

Seymour Heymann
904 Medical Centre
209 Jeppe Street
Johannesburg
11 February 1963

KO TAK - HUIDUITSLAG?

Aan die Redaktellr: Ons het onlangs in ons praktyk 'n hele
paar pasiente gesien met 'n eenderslykende makulo-papulere
uitslag versprei oor die grootste deel van die liggaamsopper­
vlakte, waarvan ons die oorsaak eers nie kon vasstel nie. Die
uitslag is net effens jeukerig en Iyk ietwat soos die uitslag
van waterpokkies in 'n vroe stadium.

By 'n paar van die pasiente het ons nou 'n geskiedenis
gekry dat hulle in aanraking was met 'Iebaycid', 'n organiese
fosforsuurderivaat wat gebruik word om vrugtebome te be­
spuit ter bestryding van vrugtevlieg.

Die doel van hierdie voorlopige verslag is om die aandag
te vestig op 'n moontlike sy-reaksie van 'n middel wat nou op
groot skaal deur vrugteboere gebruik word, en om die onder­
vinding van ander praktisyns te korrelleer. Sal enigiemand wat
soortgelyke gevalle gesien het, asseblief aan my die besonder­
hede rapporteer.

Kerkstraat 74
Worcester
6 Februarie 1963

Senior Practitioner

CORRESPONDENCE : BRIEWERUBRIEK

OPE LETTER TO DR. REINACH

To the Editor: May I, through the medium of your cor­
respondence columns, address the following open letter to
Dr. Reinach:

Dear Dr. Reinach,
Your statement' which was published in our Journal as a

letter to the profession has been gratefully received. The fact
that you have asked for our help and cooperation is appre­
ciated, and when we have had an opportunity of seeing the
draft Bill which is to give effect to your plans. we shall
decide how best and how far we can cooperate. Cooperation
will naturally also depend on how the Act finally emerges
from Parliament.

You see, Dr. Reinach, we were afraid, rightly or wrongly.
that we were going to be dictated to, and as an old and
free profession we have rather resented this possibility.

In the practice of our profession we have been trained to
accept considerable responsibility - that of human lives - and
as person trained to give orders we do not lightly accept
dictation. It is for a similar reason that we did not like to be
told by you that a custom of ours which goes back to the
days of Hippocrates is 'an irritating restriction.'

Lastly, sir, we accept your statement that you seek our
help and cooperation and we trust that our legislators, who
have the final say as far as the Bill is concerned, will remem­
ber that the practice of medicine, in its fullest sense, stems
from the hearts of those who practise it and not from laws
or regulations or even directives.

11 February 1963
1. Correspoodence (1963): S.Afr. Med. l., 37, 182.

MONGOLISM OCCURRING IN ONE OF UNIOVULAR
TWINS - A REQUEST

To the Editor: During his visit to South Africa in 1960,
Professor Fanconi, while having an informal discussion after
one of his lectures, was told by one of our medical practi­
tioners of a case of mongolism occurring in one of uniovular
twins.


