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NUWE PREPARATE EN TOESTELLE

FUNGIZONE LOTION

Squibb Laboratories (Pty.) Ltd. announce that a lotion for­
mulation of Fungizone, the widely acclaimed, Squibb-de­
veloped, antifungal antibiotic for specific therapy of cutaneous
and mucocutaneous monilial infections, is now available in
South Africa, and they supply tlie following information:

Fungizone (Squibb Amphotericin B), discovered at the
Squibb Institute for Medical Research at ew Brunswick,
New Jersey, USA, is an antifungal antibiotic produced by a
strain of Streptomyces nodosus. It has been shown to exhibit
greater in vitro activity than nystatin against Candida
(Monilia) albicans. In clinical studies involving cutaneous and
mucocutaneous monilial infections, results with Fungizone
Lotion (Squibb Amphotericin B Lotion) were comparable to
those obtained with nystatin in similar but not identical for­
mulations.

Although amphotericin B exhibits some in vitro activity
against the superficial dermatophytes (ringworm organisms),
it has not demonstrated an effectiveness in vivo on topical
application. The antibiotic has no significant effect either in
vitro or clinically against Gram-positive or Gram-negative bac­
teria or viruses.

Indications. Fungizone Lotion is indicated for the treatment
of those cutaneous and mucocutaneous monilial infections
that are amenable to topical antifungal therapy. The lotion
vehicle makes it particularly useful for application to those
intertriginous areas so frequently infected by Candida albicans;
it may also be used for monilial lesions involving other sites.

Infections responding to Fungizone Lotion include the fol­
lowing, when due to Candida albicans: intertrigo (axillary,
inframarnmary, crural, perineal, perianal, scrotal), erosio

BOEKBESPREKING

FOOD HYGIENE

Food Hygiene. By C. P. Collins, D.Se., M.D., D.P.H. Pp.
vii+ 149. R2.75. London: Pitman Medical Publishers. 1963.

This little publication should fulfil a very useful purpose for
individuals such as medical officers of health, medical officers
attached to institutions or serving in ships, dietitians, catering
specialists and health inspectors, who are responsible for the
controlling, handling, storing, preparation and serving of food.

The book is neatly arranged and contains a great deal of
very useful and informative detail pertaining to all aspects of
food storage, preparation, cooking and serving.

BRIEWERUBRIEK

THE SNYMAN COMMISSION REPORT

To the Editor: 0 reasonable medical practitioner will object,
except with one reservation, to the Government's desire to
extend the scope of the medical aid societies to embrace the
majority of the population.

However, the 'Report of the Commission of Inquiry into
the High Cost of Medical Services and Medicines' as an
apologia or raison d'erre for the introduction of such a
scheme leaves much to be desired. Such statements as ex­
ploitation of the public by the profession, besides other
innuendos, present a serious indictment.

Apart from such irrelevancies as the relatively low salaries
of medical teachers and full-time medical officers, with which
all undoubtedly sympathize and which are to be rectified
according to recent news reports, the main finding of the
Commission is that, with the exception in their opinion of
the surgical groups, any rise in medical fees has not paralleled
the rising costs of living. It is clearly shown that the doctor's
income was of relatively higher value twenty and more years
ago, yet illogically it is stated time and again that the high
regard that the public once entertained for the profession has
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interdigitalis blastomycetica (interdigital lesions involving the
webs of fingers or toes), diaper rash, perleche, glabrous skin
lesions and paronychias. Monilialparonychias may sometimes
prove difficult to treat and require relatively prolonged topi­
cal therapy, due in part to the frequent exposure of the in­
volved extremity to water and other trauma.

Side-effects. Fungizone Lotion is exceptionally well tolerated;
it is not a primary irritant and apparently has only a slight
sensitizing potential. 0 evidence of any systemic toxicity or
side-effects has been observed during or following prolonged,
intensive or extensive application.

Presentation. 30 ml. plastic squeeze bottles.
Further information is obtainable from Squibb Laboratories

(Pty.) Ltd., P.O. Box 48, Isando, Tvl.

DERMASSAGE

Lakeside Laboratories South Africa (Pty.) Ltd., announce the
introduction of Dermassage, and supply the following infor­
mation:

Dermassage is a medicated skin treatment and body rub used
daily in over 4,000 hospitals throughout the world to prevent
bed-sores and sheet burn.

Dermassage is non-alcoholic. It soothes the skin while the
muscles are being massaged. Hypo-allergic lanolin supplies
healthful lubrication, hexachlorophene and oxyquinoline sul­
phate help stop bacterial growth on the skin and act as deo­
dorants. The menthol produces a pleasantly cooling effect.

Dermassage is not greasy and does not stain sheets or
clothing. It is available in 6 oz. bottles.

Further information is obtainable from Lakeside Labora­
tories S.A. (Pty.) Ltd., 700 OsIer Chambers, Jeppe Street, Jo­
hannesburg.

BOOK REVIEW

Food poisoning, as is to be expected, is given its fair share
of space. The methods that should be insisted upon to prevent
food-poisoning outbreaks occurring are succinctly and clearly
laid down. It is heartening to note that accident prevention
in the kitchen is commented upon, and the methods of pre­
vention suggested. The chapter on beetle infestation of food­
stuffs is most enlightening, and the details for the prevention
of cockroach infestation in food premises is deserving of very
much wider publicity.

The index, although short, is adequate and satisfactory. This
publication can be highly recommended to all responsible for
the control of food in all its forms. E.D.C.

CORRESPONDENCE

steadily deteriorated because of exploitation (presumably sur­
gical). This reminds one of the story etched by Hogarth
several centuries ago.

Section 80 bis of the Medical, Dental and Pharmacy Act
is criticized since it makes it too difficult for the public to
complain about the fees of registered doctors. Only 15'6%
of the complainants complied with all the requirements
of 80 bis and of these, overcharging was substantiated in about
half. It is admitted that many of those who failed to comply
with the regulations might have effected a private settlement.
However, it would have been more pertinent if the Com­
mission had compared the number of complaints received by
the Council during an equivalent period before the introduc­
tion of 80 bis. If I remember correctly, it has been stated that
many complaints were received by the Council and that after
serious consideration only a small number proceeded to
inquiry.

That Section 80 needs further modification is a possibility.
The Medical Council is no doubt quite capable of initiating
such a change, and one wonders what were the guiding
thoughts that induced the Commission to consider that
Section 80 bis had any relation to the high cost of medical


