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Nigeria’s development process, methodology and milestones planned for
VISION 20:2020 - 13 years after

Protection of environment and sustainable natural resources
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Abstract

Nigeria is endowed with abundant human and natural resources, hence, her potential of becoming one the
world's prosperous economy cannot be overemphasized. Despite the country's vision of becoming one of
the world top 20 largest economies, Nigeria is yet to harness and utilized her endowments to transform her
economy. Apparently Vision 2020 goals is not achievable in no distant future. This paper reviewed the
level at which Nigeria is in the NV20:2020 plan and suggests measures necessary for the realization of the
vision. Nigerian Government should recognise poverty eradication and sustainable management of
natural resources as important factors that can propel a nation to the realm of wealthy economy.
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INTRODUCTION

Planning is a continuous process towards
a desired goal (1). The Nigeria 'Vision 2020' is a
prospective plan aimed at projecting Nigerian
economy to becoming one of the top 20
economies of the world, based on an assessment
that the country's resources will be effectively
managed towards the attainment of set goals (2).
A major step towards achieving the Vision 2020
was a bottomp strategic planning to ensure
effective ownership by all stakeholders.
However, efficient harnessing of the country's
potential for wealth creation and poverty
reduction is key to achieving the vision 2020
goals. Economic development is affected by
political stability, barriers to trade, saving
rates/foreign aid, educational standards, levels of
infrastructure, macroeconomic stability and
natural resources (3).

During the 2008 joint meeting of the
National Planning Commission (NPC) held at
Owerri, Agriculture was recommended as a
means of achieving this reality by Moshe Ram,
the Isreali Ambassador to Nigeria (2).
Environmental protection and sustainable natural
resource therefore offers a way out. Furthermore,
the delay in meeting these set goals have been
linked to different causes such as political
instability, mismanagement of resources, decline
in competitiveness, corrupt institutions and so on.
Some schools of thought also have linked it to the
paradox of plenty theory which explains that
countries abounding with natural renewable
resources are undeveloped and disadvantaged
when it comes to development outcomes than
countries with fewer natural resources. This
paper therefore highlights the needs for
environment protection and resource
management as a key factor in Vision 2020 by
creating a balance between environment and
economic development.

How far has Nigeria gone on Vision 20: 2020?
The Nigeria Vision 20: 2020 (hereinafter
designated NV20:2020), is a long term
developmental goal designed to improve the
welllbeing and productivity of its citizens and
propel the country into the league of the top 20
economies of the world by 2020 (4). The main
objectives of the NV20:2020 are to achieve rapid
economic growth and translate the growth into
equitable social development through efficient
use of human and natural resources (2,5).
However, Nigeria has not made the targeted
progress due to instability in her plans and
decision (6). Nigeria lack baseline
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data/information on level performance of key
indicators and targets for Vision 2020 (7). The
current performance on these indicators towards
achieving Vision 2020 can be determined based
on the differences observed from the status quo in
2009 t0 2019 as described by Uwizeyimana, (8).

Physical performance rating tool system
developed and used in Uganda by past
researchers Byamugisha and Basheka (2016) is
used to measure performance of development
initiatives similar to the Government of Nigeria's
Vision 2020. Table 1 presents the rating system.

The percentage level of achievement on
the key indicator in 2019 can be calculated using
mathematical formula:

Achievedin2019 X100
Target for Vision 2020 .

The total period for Vision 2020 is 20year period
(2000 — 2020), therefore the year 2019 is
equivalent to 99.95% of the total period for
Vision 2020. The 99.95% in terms of time is
calculated using the formula:

Y XI1
20
Where Y = the target value for Vision 2020
indicator at year 20 which is equivalent to the
total period (100%) for Vision 2020 and (11) is
the time passed since 2009 (the beginning of the
implementation of Vision 2020 in Nigeria.
20 = the full term of Vision 2020 (i.e. Year 2000
2020)
For Nigeria, a simple calculation shows that 11
years are equivalentto 55% of the 20 years.
Classification of key indicators:
The key indicators are classified in the five
categories as:
a. Achieved if 100% or above of their targets
have been achieved at the 11 (year stage
b.likely to be achieved if their 85% of above
of their targets have been achieved at the
11lyear stage
¢. May be achieved if between 60% and 84%
of their targets have been achieved at the
11lyear stage
d. Unlikely to be achieved if less than 60% of
their targets have been achieved at a level
atthe 11yearstage
e. No assessment if no data is available for
analysis.
Note: it is obvious that there is little or no
time left to the end of the Vision 2020 period
From the calculation, the result at 55% shows that
Nigeria is unlikely to achieve the vision 2020
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target at the 11 year stage (option d).

The NV20:2020 blue print includeed
four major areas and necessary measures for the
realization of the vision (9). The areas include
social (a peaceful, equitable and just society);
economic (globally competitive economy);
institutional (devising a stable and functional
democracy) and environmental — (achieving a
sustainable management of the nation's natural
resources) (10). Considering agriculture through
environmental protection and conservation of our
natural resources as one of the sectors in
sustaining social and economic development (11,
12). No commensurable effort made by the
government towards sustainable management of
natural resources (13). Museums, monuments,
historic and natural sites have been established
(10). However, these sites have various
challenges peculiar to them ranging from
environmental degradation, poor governance,
corruption, lack of security and accessibility (10).

No doubt, Nigeria is richly endowed with
numerous natural resources (14). Besides oil and
gas, the country's environment has abundant of
natural resources (10). These resources (land
mass, forests, grasslands, deserts, wild animals)
have ecological functions by balancing the
ecosystem and provide valuable environmental
services and as well as economic benefits for the
enhancement of quality of life to its inhabitants at
local and global level (15). Therefore,
environment represents a wealth of resources
which must be protected and sustained in order to
achieve the current development plan
(Vision20:2020). Environmental sustainability,
therefore, refers to the conservation,
management and rational utilization of natural
resources in such a way to maintain the integrity
of each ecosystem (terrestrial, arboreal and
aquatic), support all life, ensure the preservation
of biodiversity and prevent environmental
degradation (16, 17). Since environmental
sustainability emphasizes the harnessing of
natural and social resources with major
considerations for continuity and the future, it
remains an aspect of the development process
(17,18).

Environmental sustainability facilitates
optimal social functioning (16). Environmental
pollution and degradation leads to climate change
and its negative consequences for humanity,
fauna and Flora, biodiversity, ecosystems and
services provided to humans (17, 19). Hence, the
need to protect the environment, it not just for the
present, but for the future as well (17). In addition
to the challenges facing the environment, Nigeria
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government policies and actions hardly promote
and or enable individuals to achieve a high
quality of life in ways that do not degrade the
environment (15). Many policies and laws are
overdue for amendment to meet the realities of
present times (17). However, allowing principles
and practices that promote healthful and hygienic
condition and improve quality of life can ensure a
sustainable environment (20). Poverty,
deforestation and overexploitation of natural
resources, population growth and institutional
and management challenges among others cause
great havoc to Nigeria Environment with
implications that threatens the socioléconomic
development (15).

Poverty puts individuals in states of lack
and want which do not only affect their physical
wellbeing but also impact on their access to
information and as such undermine their ability to
uphold environmental protection goals (21). The
poverty level in Nigeria is high with about half of
the population (82 million) now live below the
poverty line of 1.9 dollars a day (PREMIUM
TIMES, 9/6/2018). Invariably, a considerable
proportion of the population lacks basic
essentials for survival and hardly be bothered
with issues of the environment or, even the future
(17). Unfortunately, a high proportion of this poor
population also dwells in the rural areas which
harbour the largest biodiversity of the Africans
geophysical environment (17, 21). The Nigerian
environment is therefore, under pressure from
people who are themselves too impoverished to
consider its protection and sustainability as they
make their survival imperatives (17).
Unfortunately, the environmental degradation
that results from such uncontrolled usage, as a
result of poverty, becomes a factor of poverty
itself (22, 23). This is because: Environmental
degradation and poverty are intrinsically
intertwined (17, 24)). The consequence of this
linkage is the vicious circle in which poverty
causes the degradation of the environment and
such degradation in turn perpetuates poverty
(29).

Deforestation is the removal of trees
without sufficient replacement, which leads to a
reduction in habitat, biodiversity and quality of
life (26). Anthropogenic activities such as
commercial logging, felling and fetching of wood
for fuel, traditional slash and burn/clear cutting
farming technique and overgrazing by domestic
animals (e.g. nomadic cattle grazing) are major
factors that drives environmental and ecological
degradation (13). A very high proportion of the
Nigerian population lives in the rural areas and
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directly on the natural environment as well (17).
Over 95% of the rural populations in the country
use firewood as the major source of household
energy (15). In addition, many fell trees for the
purpose of income generations and as building
materials (15). The problem of deforestation is
further exacerbated by the traditional farming
method (slash and burn) and open range animal
grazing. It has been reported that 96% of the
Nigeria forested area has been lost (Director
General of Nigerian Conservation Foundation on
Vanguard 02/09/2018). The implication of such
deforestation is the continued degradation of the
soil and the depleted biodiversity of the forest
ecosystem (15). This leads to economic losses in
the form of agricultural activities as well as
problems like atmospheric pollution (13), water
scarcity (27), crop failure (28), malnutrition (28),
stress migration (29) and even recent clashes
between herdsmen and farmers as reported by
pastresearcher (30).

Nigeria with a population of about 200
million clearly means that there is and will be an
occurrence of the greatest human needs and a
higher dependence on the environment for
agricultural lands, residential buildings,
industrial and infrastructural development. More
people continuously migrate from the rural area
and congregate to form new urban centres in the
search for jobs and other life opportunities (17).
Unfortunately, a combination of failed urban
planning and poverty has implied woes for the
Nigerian environment (17). The Nigerian
environment has been left at the mercy of human
attitudes, especially as there exists an absence of
political will of policy makers to reflect the
growing needs of the ever increasing population
(17). This combination of high population growth
and rapid urbanization has become the root cause
ofhigh rates of environmental degradation, social
delinquency, poverty, industrial decay and
pollution (17).

Despite the many threats to conservation
of natural resources, there has also been a
complete roll back of successes which had been
attained in the past with regards to the
environment (10). Nigeria has a network of
protected areas (15). Protected Areas (PAs) “are
areas of land and/or sea, especially dedicated to
the protection and maintenance of biological
diversity, and of natural and associated cultural
resources, and managed through legal or other
effective means” (31). Nigeria PAs includes
seven national parks, 994 forest reserves, five
strict nature reserves and 32 game reserves (15).
Many of these PAs lack management plans,
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buffer zone and enforcement of law (15). At
present most natural resources are not adequately
conserve due to insufficient funding; weak
enforcement of conservation regulations (32);
lack of policies and regulations for tapping into
economic opportunities through conservation
(e.g. tourism) and involving other stakeholders
(e.g. Communities, NGOs, private sector) in
managing the PAs (15).

The status of most Nigeria natural
resources (flora and fauna) conserved are
undocumented due to lack of monitoring and
evaluation (M&E) of programs (15). Monitoring
and evaluation of management effectiveness in
PAs are a key component in improving and
assessing performance of programs, projects,
institution and policies by tracking the activities
so as to adjust deficiencies (15). Evaluation
involves an assessment of any environmental
conservation program, intervention and or
project performance few years after
implementation (8). Due to lack of M&E some
species of wild animals have been extirpated
from their native home (e.g. giraffe Girraffa
camelopardalis) while data on the country's
remnant species are lacking in the PAs where they
are expected to be conserved (15). The few data
that exist are obtained from various researchers
on studies on particular taxa and sites of interests
(15). Just to mention a few, past studies reported
less than 50 lion (Pantera leo) remains in Nigeria
PAs with a population estimate of 12 in Yankari
game reserve and 20 in Kainji Lake National Park
(34). Population of antelopes (all species) has
decreased across the Nigerian National Park (35).
Past study found that some species historical
reported in the Old Oyo National Park are no
longer found in the park (36). Nigeria Cameroon
chimpanzee (Pantroglodytes ellioti), other large
primates and baboon sized drill (Mandrillus
leucocephaeus) populations are declining (15). It
is obvious, wildlife species are disappearing and
the remnant species are declining. In short, many
of the PAs lack the potential to sustainably
conserve the natural resources, nor achieve the
conservation goals and hence could be regarded
as mere “paper parks”

CONCLUSION

Nigeria lacks the political will and
coordination to attain NV20: 2020 on protection
of the environment and sustainable natural
resource. Therefore, more effort should be made
by the Government towards sustainable
management of natural resources in order to
propel the country to the league of the top 20
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world largest economies by 2020. There is a need
for poverty reduction as this is one possible way
by which the government can earn the trust of her
citizens and a strategic means towards

actualizing the vision.

There should also be

linkages that ensure structural harmony to
achieve the objective of NV20:2020
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Table 1: Physical performance rating tool system on targets or action at 20 year stage an estimated average for
lower middlelincome countries (LMICs) in 2020. N.B: Nigeria did not implement the development plan until
2009.

Variable

Result

Likely to be achieved

May be achieved

Unlikely to  be
achieved

No assessment

Calculated on the basis that = 85% of the target reached at 20(year stage, that is, the

level of progress against the target or action at 20(year stage is likely to be achieved
at the current rate of implementation by the end of 20 years.

Calculated on the basis of performance level between 60% and 84% of the target

reached at 20[year stage, that is, the target or action may be achieved if additional

effort is made

This reflects where the percentage of the annual target reached at the 20(year stage is
less than 60%. That is, the level of progress against the target or action at the 20(year

stage is considerably below what was planned and the target or action is unlikely to
be achieved at the current rate of implementation during the remaining period to the

end of the time stated.

Where insufficient or no data or information has been provided, an assessment

Source: Adapted from the Government of Uganda’s performance measuring system, as reported by
Uwizeyimana, (2019)

How to cite this article:
Akinsorotan O.A. Protection of environment and sustainable natural resources. Research Journal of Health
Sciences, 2021, 9(2): 1761181

Res. J. of Health Sci. Vol 9(2), April/June 2021

181



