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Abstract

The study was to determine the promotion of reading culture among Nigerian children
with special emphasis on primary schools in all the five (5) Federal parasiatals in Minna
metropolis. The study was ro determine why, where, problems and strategies for
promoting reading culture of primary school children. Survey research method was used
with rarget population of 3,295 children, five headmasters/mistress, i64 reachers and
three teacher-librarians making a rotal of 3,463 population. A sample size of 340 was
randomly selected. Questionnaire was used and personally administered by the
researchers. Response showed that 172(51%) copies were retrieved. Research findings
showed thar schoal children read so as to pass examination and to do assignment and
that they read in classrooms and parlour of their respective houses. Major problems
affecting formation of reading culture include, lack of library period in ithe school
timetable and lack of library in homes. Teachers were of the view that regular
assignment and book loan would promoie reading culture, The study recommends that
primary school children be given orientation on the role of reading in the overall
development of mankind. Standard school libraries with well stocked reading materials
should be provided in all primary schools within the metropolis. Parents should also be
encouraged ro establish a well stocked library in their homes to complement- school
libraries.

Kevwords Reading culture promotion, Nigerian children

Introduction

Agwu & Kalu (2011) define reading as the “ant of decoding written or printed text or
secking knowledge, information or entertainment through the written or printed word™.
Reading, from this point of view is therefore a critical phenomenon which connects the
eye and the mind to fine-tune the meaning of words and letters either in printed or non-
print forms with a view of digesting and putting into practice what is read or understood.

Reading culture which is a habit formed as a result of constant reading is. in the context
of this paper, the use of reading as a hobby or activity. Agwu and Kalu (2011) perceived
reading culture or reading habit as one aspect of the wider culture by reading for pleasure
becomes a natural part of daily experience. Reading culture or reading habits especially
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on the part of children at primary and secondary school levels constitute important
aspects and basis of qualitative education. In fact, it could be argued that, at these levels
of education, acquisition of knowledge is at zero level if a child cannot read and interpret
words, symbols. Above all, reading enables children to communicate effecuively.

Various efforts have been made especially at schools level 1o ensure that children could
read and imbibe reading culture through formal classroom teaching and provision of
library services. It is observed that reading and reading culture 15 low among Nigenan
Populace thus Bello (2008) asserted that out of 120,000, 000 people in Nigeria only
30percent can read and write in English showing the high problem of illiteracy in some of
the Nigenian society. Poor or no existence of library facilities in schools and inadequate
reading materials, for school pupils have also been noted. Ugboma (2009) reported the
low state of book collections in public branch libraries in Anambra State. The children's
books collection in the six public branch libraries totalled 11,321 volumes which is
considered inadequate.

This paper critically examine (through empirical investigation) reasons, places, strategies
and obstacles to reading culture in Nigeria using Federal Government parastatals Staff
schools as a case study.

Statement of the Problem

The importance of reading in national development cannot be under-estimated as it
enhances communication. It has been discovered that reading culture is low among
children as Bello (2008) posits that only 30percent of Nigerian populace are literate, Otti
(2011) and Taiwo-Oguntuase (2011) observed mass failures in NECO, SSCE and JAMB
examination, Ugboma (2009) reported children’s collection in public branch libraries in
Delta State as low inquantity. The study therefore investigate reasons and causes of poor
reading culture and identity factors that can promote the reading culture of Nigeran
children particularly in the federal parastatal schools in Minna metropolis.

Objectives of the Study
The specific objectives of the study are to:
1. determine the reasons for reading among children;
2. investigate places for reading by Nigenan children;
3. find out the problems affecting reading among Nigerian children;
4. determine the strategies to imbibe reading culture among Nigerian children.

Research Questions

The study was designed to provide answers to the following questions

Why do Nigerian children read?

Where do Nigerian children read?

What problems affect reading culture of Nigerian children?

What strategies can be adopted to promote reading culture among Nigerian
children?
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* FUT = Federal University of Technology

* RBDA = River Basin Development Authority

* NECO = National Examinations Council

* FGC = Federal Government College

Out of 3,465 population, 340 sample size was randomly selected. Thus, Krejcie and
Morgan (1970) asserted that in a population of 3,500, a sample size of 340 can be used

for the study. Questionnaire was the only data collection instrument used.

Analysis and Interpretation of Results

Out of 340 copies of the questionnnaire administered, 172 copies were retrieved,
representing 53percent. Four research questions guided the interpretation of resulis,
Research questions 1,2, and 3 were for children while the 4th research question was for
primary school staff. Data were analyzed by the means of descriptive statistics (frequency

counts and percentages).

Research Question 1: Why do Nigerian children read?

Children were ask to indicate reasons for reading

Table 1: Reasons for reading
Reasons Frequency Percentage (%)
To pass examination a7 42
To do assignment 68 29
For relaxation/pleasure 11 5
Increase new knowledge 21 9
To speak well 14 7
Know about new happenings 20 8

The data revealed that 97(42%) childrﬁn indicated that they read to pass examination,

while 68(29%) respondents indicated their reason for reading as to do assignment. The
lowest response was obtained in the area of reading for relaxation with 11(5%)
respondents. This shows that few children consider reading as a means of relaxation.

Research Question 2: Where do Nigerian children for reading?

Table 2: Places for reading
Places for reading Frequency | Percentage (%)
School library 63 24
Public library 31 12
Library in my house 10 4
Parlour in my house = 16 29
Classroom 80 31
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From table 2 it is shown that 80(31%) children use classroom as a place for reading. This
can be attributed to lack of standard or absence of school library. There are also 76(29%)
res, *ndents that use "parlour in the house" as their reading place indicating absence of

standard library in the school as well as library in the house: hence few respondents
indicated to read in their house.

Research Question 3: What problems prevent Nigerian children from reading?
Table 3: Problems affecting formation of reading culture in childrea.

__ Problems Frequency | Percentage (%)
No library in house K| o 24
No library in school 51 11
No library period in school timetable 103 22
| No story books 51 D
No new books in the school library Go 15
Teachers give simple assignment =3k 3
Don't understand what Tread 16 4
Teachers do not give assignment always. 12 2
Schoaol children are not allowed to use 45 11 =
library

It seems that lack of library period in the timetable negatively affects reading culture as
103(22%) children attested to this problem. This can be attributed to the response on
table 2 where majority of children use classroom as place for reading. Next to this was
the absence of library in children’s houses. Children will not imbibe the culture of reading
if their houses have no library. However, 12(2%) children claimed that teachers do not
give them assignment that will make them read always.

HResearch (QQuestion 4: What strategies would enhance reading culture in Nigerian
children?

Table 3: Strategies to enhance reading culture in children

Strategies Frequency | Percentage (%) |

Standard school library 52 19
Library hours in the curriculum 21 7
Well equipped children section in 14 5
public library.

Formation of reading Association 15 6
Reading competition 20 7.04
Book loan to children 51 17
Regular homework/assi gnment 52 19
Casting of news by children 11 4
Excursion to book fairs/exhibitions 10 3
Story telling 38 13




Headmasters, teacher-librarians and other teachers were of the view that standard school
library and regular homework/assignment fur children: would go a Icrng, way, in pﬂ:—mm:ng
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1. School children read so as 1o,pass examinalion, ﬂnd do asSIgment. .o i ngead
2. School children do read in classroom and in the parlour of their respective hn'mei-

3. Problems nﬂmuﬁh"l}m Tortation of réading Habits inclide: Tack'of librty period in
lh: school I.Lmﬂ.a.p}.e)md Ia::k,q;l,‘hbmﬁr in the homes. -
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Based on the n:snm:h findings, tl-ntmnclusmn i that:
1. Reading cullure has not been fully imbibed among Nigr:nan ul’ chllqu m Federal

Staff primary. schools as their reading is still geared mm{ds pmsmg emn'un:e.t;ﬂn and
completing class assignment.

2. There are nauthu: standard sal]uul Elbranes nor mellﬁqmppcd hqn’gc Ixhrgncs as
children use classroom and parlour of their respective homes for reading.
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3 There is no strict policy statement on the library period in the curriculum of primary
schools.

4. Stakeholders’ perception was that regular class assignment would encourage school
library 10 give out book loan to children in school where there is standard hibrary.

Recommendations

‘Hased on the findings, the study recommends that: ]

. School children should be given onentation on the role of reading in the overall
development of mankind.

2. Standard school libraries should be built in all primary schools while parents should
also establish well-stocked libraries in their homes.

1. There should be strict policy statement on the use of library period in all primary
schools.

4. Well-equipped school libraries should be established to provide all forms of library
services to children.
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