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Abstract

This study analysed participation of women in infrastructural community development projects in Ohafia Local
Government Area of Abia State, Nigeria. Purposive and multi-stage random sampling procedure was used to
select ninety-six (96) women from different organizations. Data for the study was analyzed using descriptive
statistics and Tobit regression analysis. Result showed that the women were about 53years, 57.29% were
married, with household size of about 6 persons. About 36.45% acquired secondary education, annual income of
N435,675.00, and length of residency (44.75years). About 38.45% received trainings in different areas of social
organisations and 19.58 years of social organisation membership. Result revealed that construction of markets
(97%), equipping school facilities (90%), renovation of schools (89%) and construction of school building (86%)
were the major community development projects available in the study area. The women had high participation
in construction of school buildings, renovation of schools, equipping school facilities and construction of
markets with mean scores of 3.5, building of electricity facilities (X = 3.3) and drilling of bore holes (X= 2.9).
Tobit regression result showed that coefficients for age (-0.1772**), annual income (0.00015***), length of
residency (0.2126**), number of trainings (0.00116***) and membership of social organizations (0.00452 1 ***)
influenced women organization participation in infrastructural community development projects in the study
area. The results therefore call for policies aimed at increased awareness and sensitisation of younger women to
join social organization groups and provision of rural infrastructural facilities by government in order to

A

discourage rural-urban migration for enhanced community development.
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Introduction

Globally, the participation of rural women in the rural
development has been less encouraging compared to
their number and strength. This fact has drawn both
national and international recognition. Women
empowerment has become the focal goal of
development intervention through formation of
organisations (Issa, 2019). In Nigeria, women are
expected to be within the threshold of their male
counterparts. They therefore function within the scope
allowed them by the men who mainly see them as home
keepers incapable of making sound policies. Women
have no direct control over land or labour and have to
take permission from their husbands for these resources
before they can be used. This has greatly affected the
development of the various Nigerian communities.
Community development programmes are geared
towards enhanced community wellbeing; their
economic, social, environmental and cultural welfare
(Kuponiyi. 2019). The groups that engage in community

development include the women, men and the youth.
Community development programmes range from
small initiatives within a small group (youth, women,
men groups) to large initiatives that involve the broader
community (Flo and Smith, 2016). Effective
community development results in mutual benefit and
shared responsibility among community members.
Community development helps to build community
capacity in order to address issues and take advantage of
opportunities, find common ground and balance
competing interests (Nwaobiala, 2014).

Despite all the interventions by the successive regimes
in Nigeria, the rural areas still battle the problem of lack
or shortage of basic amenities and this is an indication of
the failure of these laudable interventions to accelerate
the development of the rural sector; that are lacking
adequate access to clean and safe water, education and
health care facilities, electricity, housing and good road
networks (Olaniyan and Okunlola, 2020). Moreover,
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current estimate showed that the rural population which
constitute about 70% of the entire population of over
170 million people is neglected in terms of
infrastructural development and this has in turn made
most of the rural areas in underdeveloped (World Bank,
2018). The need to empower women seems to centre on
the fact that women constitute over 50% of the nation's
population, thus providing the most substantial part of
the family farm labour and rural income in addition their
house chores, they therefore have potentials to
contribute to the development process in the country but
are constrained by some factors that reduce effective
participation (Olorunfemi, et al., 2020). While
enormous reasons are responsible for this, it may be
necessary to consider that these limitation cuts across
every woman irrespective of the country. The common
factor may include constraint by customs, beliefs,
reproductive obligations, societal norms, and values by
which societies differentiate between them and men. In
order to complement the efforts of Government and
donor sponsored agencies, it is not certain whether
women organization play significant role in rural
development. Hence this study was undertaken to
analyse participation of women organizations in
community infrastructural development projects in
Ohafia Local Government Area of Abia State, Nigeria.

Methodology

Study Area and Description

The study was carried out in Ohafia Local Government
Area, Abia State, Southeast Nigeria. The Local
Government Area is an Igbo speaking region and is a
distance of 50.1km away from the capital city, Umuahia
in Abia State, Nigeria. Ohafia encompasses twenty six
(26) villages with a population strength ranging between
968,000-1,044,240 people (NPC, 2016). The study area
has twelve (12) registered women organizations. Most
of the people in the Area are engaged mainly in
subsistence farming. The major farm crops grown
include; yam, cassava, cocoyam, rice, maize, plantain,
okra, sweet potatoes, melon, oil palm, cocoa and rubber
production.

Sample Size and Data Analysis

Purposive and multi-stage sampling procedure was
adopted. The selection of the respondents was based on
women organizations that were prominent in the Local
Government Area. First, eight (8) women organizations
were randomly selected out of twelve (12) registered
ones. From the selected women organizations, eight (8)
women each were randomly selected to give a total of
ninety-six (96) women. Descriptive (frequency counts,
percentages and mean counts) and inferential (multiple
regression analysis) statistics were used for analyses.

Analytical Techniques

Level of participation in community development
projects were measured using a 5 -point Likert - type
scale of; always = 5, sometimes = 4, rarely =3, seldom =
2 and never= 1. A midpoint was obtained thus;
5+4+3+2+1 =15/5 =3.0. Below 3.0 indicating low
participation and 3.0 and above indicating high
participation.

Model specification

The Tobit regression analysis was used to estimate the
effect of some socio-economic variables on probability
and intensity of participation of women organizations in
community development projects in the study area.
Economic choice theory suggested that individuals are
rational and if faced with decision to choose between
two or more alternatives, preferred the option that
provides maximum level of utility. Therefore, farmers
are expected, given socio-economic factors influencing
participation of women organizations in community
infrastructural development projects, which is
implicitly stated thus;

Y1*=Bx1+E

Y1*=0ifY1*=0

Y1=1ifY1*=0

Y1=1ifY1*=0

The explicit form of the function is specified as follows:
Y= Bo+ B]X1+ B2X2+ B3X3+ B4X4+ BSX5+ BGX6+ B7X7+ B
Xt 1

Where,

Y=participation of women organizations in community
infrastructural development projects measured by mean
scores

B, —age (years)

f,=household size (numbers)

B,=income (N)

[, =marital status (married= otherwise, no=0)
B;=education (years)

B,=length of residency (years)

f,=number of trainings

s =membership of social organizations (years)

B, =constant

B,—Bs=Regression coefficients to be estimated

H._error term

Results and Discussion

Socio-economic Characteristics of Respondents
Result in Table 1 shows that the average age of the
women was 42.8years. A good proportion (57.29%) was
married, with mean household size of about 6 persons,
while a fairly good proportion (36.45%) acquired
secondary education. These results suggest that the
women were young and educated to articulate the areas
of community infrastructural development project to
participate in their communities. The result is in
conformity with the findings of Nwaobiala and Okeke
(2020) that education enhances an individual to be more
responsive to rural development programmes and
policies in order to make accurate and meaningful
management decisions. The women had a mean annual
income of N435,675.00, with a mean length of
residency of 44.75 years, while a moderate proportion
(38.45%) received trainings in different areas of social
organisations and 19.58 years of different social
organisation membership. The length of residency may
have influenced the way women perceive themselves as
part of the community and the way they consider
development and can be viewed as the key factor that
stimulates participation in developmental projects of a
community (Umeh, 2018). Mbagwu (2018), and
Bamigboye et al., (2019) indicateds that membership of
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social organisation can assist members increase their
production and minimize cost since the group would be
able to take advantage of economies of scale, overcome
barriers to assets and better management of available
resources that aid community development.

Availability of infrastructural community
development projects in the study area

The result in Figure 1 shows the availability of
infrastructural community development projects in the
study area. The respondents revealed that construction
of markets (97%), equipping school facilities (90%),
renovation of schools (89%) and construction of school
building (86%) were the major community
development projects available in the study area.
However, construction of health centres (78%), building
of electricity facilities (77%), construction of storage
facilities (66%) and equipping health centres (62%)
were also available facilities in the study area. The result
implied a spatial variation in infrastructural
development projects among the communities in the
study area. This is in agreement with Social System
Theory, the projects covered all aspects of human needs,
desires and aspirations (Akpomuvia, 2010).

Levels of participation of women organizations in
infrastructural community development projects
available in the study area

Theresult in Figure 2 shows the levels of participation of
women organizations in infrastructural community
development projects in the study area. The result
indicates that construction of school buildings,
renovation of schools, equipping school facilities and
construction of markets with mean scores of 3.5 were
the infrastructural community development projects the
women organizations participated. Also they women
participated in building of electricity facilities (X =3.3)
and drilling of bore holes (X =3.3). This finding confirm
that women organizations of any community have great
ideas and suggestions which when involved in
development planning could be very essential and
beneficial (Apu, 2011). Bojanic (2017), Bidoli et al.,
(2019) affirmed that the rural-based organizations
donate fund for project implementation which were
raised through group efforts since mobilization of
resources is a collective action.

Determinants of participation of women organizations
ininfrastructural community development projects

The result in Table 2 shows the determinants of women
participation in infrastructural community development
projects in the study area. The chi-square value 0f 29.15
was highly significant at 1.0% level of probability
indicating a Tobit regression line of best fit. The
coefficient for age was negatively signed and significant
at 5.0% level indicating a direct relationship between
age and probability and intensity of participation of
women organizations in infrastructural community
development projects. This implies that younger women
participate in these development projects more than the
older ones. The coefficient for income was positively
signed and significant at 1.0% level of probability. This

implies that any increase in the income will lead to a
corresponding increase in the probability and intensity
of participation of women organizations in
infrastructural community development projects in the
study area. This result is in tandem with the findings of
Atiku et al. (2019) who noted that income assist
individuals to contribute to the development of projects
in their communities. The coefficient for length of
residence was positively signed and significant at 5.0%
level of probability. This implies that any increase in
length of residency will lead to increase probability and
intensity of participation of women organizations in
infrastructural community development projects in the
study area. The implication of the result is that the longer
one stays in the in the community, the more favourable
attitudes towards participation in community projects.
This result is in tandem with Umeh (2018) who noted
that length of residence influences youths' participation
in community based projects. The coefficient for
number of trainings was positively signed and
significant at 1.0% level of probability. This implies that
any increase in number of trainings received by women
organizations will lead to increase in probability and
intensity of participation in infrastructural community
development projects in the study area. This is in line
with a priori expectation. This is expected as an
individual access more training, she is empowered with
skills and knowledge that will encourage their
participation in infrastructural community development
programmes (UNDP, 2017). The coefficient for
membership of social organizations was positively
signed and significant at 1.0% level of probability. This
implies that any increase in membership of social
organizations leads to increase in probability and
intensity of their participation in infrastructural
community development projects in the study area. The
result is in consistent with Nwaobiala et al. (2019) who
indicated that membership to cooperative organizations
enhance participation in donor-sponsored projects
because of the benefits they derive.

Conclusion

The study showed that construction of markets,
equipping school facilities, renovation of schools and
construction of school building were the major
community development projects available in the study
area. The women had high participation in community
infrastructural development projects. Tobit regression
result showed that age, annual income, length of
residency, number of trainings and membership of
social organizations influenced women organizations
participation in infrastructural community development
projects in the study area. The results therefore call for
policies aimed at. The study therefore recommended
increased awareness and sensitisation of younger
women to join social organization groups. Provision of
rural infrastructural facilities by government in order to
discourage rural-urban migration for enhanced
community development.
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Table 1: Socioeconomic Characteristics of Women in the Study Area

Variables Frequency (N=96) Percentage Mean
Age (years)
20-30 15 15.62

31-40 19 19.80
41-50 27 28.12

51-60 26 27.10

61-70 9 9.36 42.8 years
Marital Status

Single 10 10.42
Married 55 57.29
Widow 20 20.83
Divorced 11 11.46
Household Size (numbers)
2-5 54 45.0

6-10 34 50.0

11-15 3 0.25

16-20 3 0.25 6.4 persons
Level of Education (years)
No formal education 20 20.83
Primary education 27 28.12

Secondary education 35 36.45
Tertiary 14 14.60
Annual Income (&)

100,000-200,000 19 19.80
201,000-300,000 13 13.54
301,000-400,000 11 11.46
401,000-500,000 23 23.95
501,000-600,000 30 31.25 N435,675.00
Length of Residency (years)

1-10 12 12.50

11-20 13 13.54
21-30 19 19.79
31-40 24 25.00
41-50 28 29.17 44.75
Trainings received (numbers)
Weekly 13 13.54
Fortnightly 11 11.46
Bimonthly 16 16.66
Monthly 37 38.54
Annually 19 19.80
Membership of social organization (years)

1-5 14 14.00
6—10 11 11.46
11-20 18 18.75
21-30 43 44.79 19.58
Source: Field Survey, 2020
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Figure 2: Levels of participation of women organizations in infrastructral
community development projects

Table 2: Tobit regression estimates of the determinants of level of participation of women
organizations in infrastructural community development projects in the study area

Variables Coefficients Standard Error t-value
Constant (b,) 48.3613 5.083 11.96%**
Age (Xh) -0.1772 -0.0442 -2.76%*
Household size (X2) 0.2609 0.3538 0.74
Annual income (X3) 0.00015 3.61x10° 4.23%**
Marital status (X4) 0.9592 1.2352 0.28
Education (Xs) 0.0360 0.1608 0.22
Length of residency (Xe) 0.2126 0.00469 2.51%*
Number of trainings (X7) 0.00116 3.41x10* 4. 16%**
Membership of social organizations (Xs) 0.004521 0.005432 4.12%**
Chi? 29.15%**

Pseudo R? 0.6710

Log likelihood 344.2169

Source: STATA 4A Results. Significant at *P< 10, ** P< 0.5 and ***P< 1.0% levels of probability

Ugboaja
Nigerian Agricultural Journal Vol. 52, No. 1| pg. 122



References

Akpomuvia, O. B. (2010). Self-help as a Strategy for
Rural Development in Nigeria: A bottom-up
Approach. Journal of Alternate perspective and
Social Science,2(1): 88-111.

Apu, U. (2011). Rural Infrastructure Development in a
Globalizing World: the case of Abia State, Nigeria.
In Nwachukwu, I. and Ekwe K. C. (eds.).
Globalization and Rural Development in Nigeria.
Extension Center MOUAU, Pp. 300-314.

Atiku, J. A., Abdullahi, A.Y. and Ahmed, S. (2019).
Impact of community-based agriculture and rural
development project on participants' income in
Kaduna State, Nigeria. Proceedings of the 28"
Annual National Congress of the Rural
Sociological Association of Nigeria (RUSAN)held
at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife between 7
and 11 October, Pp.196—198

Bamigboye, O. T., Ogunjimi, S. I and Adara, C. T.
(2019). Factors affecting the activities of women
agricultural cooperative societies in Emure Local
Government Area of Ekiti State. Proceedings of the
28" Annual National Congress of the Rural
Sociological Association of Nigeria (RUSAN)held
at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife between 7
and 11 October, Pp. 38 —40.

Bidoli, T. D., Barnabas, T. M. and Kehinde, E. A. (2019).
Benefits derived from participating in skill
acquisition activities among rural women in Zaria
Area, Kaduna state, Nigeria. Proceedings of the 28"
Annual National Congress of the Rural
Sociological Association of Nigeria (RUSAN) held
at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife between 7
and 11 October, Pp. 264 —267.

Bojanic, D. (2017). Global Education First Initiative.
Sustainable Agricultural and Rural development
potentials in Nigeria. International Journal of
Economic and Development, 6(1): 210-220.

Flo, F. and Smith, A (2016). The Community
Development Handbook: A Tool to Build
Community Capacity. Human Resources
Development Canada.

Issa, F. O. (2019). Off-Farm economic activities of rural
women for household food security in Kaduna
State, Nigeria. Journal of Agricultural Extension,
23(3):36-49.

Kuponiyi, F.A. (2019). Challenges and Aaproaches to
sustainable rural development in sub-Saharan
Africa. Proceedings of the 28" Annual National
Congress of the Rural Sociological Association of
Nigeria (RUSAN)held at Obafemi Awolowo
University, lle-Ife Between 7 and 11 October, Pp. 1
-3.

Mbagwu, N. 1. (2018). Factors influencing membership
of farmer's cooperative societies in Abia State,
Nigeria. Scientific Papers Series Management
Economics Engineering in Agriculture and Rural
Development 18(1):239-244.

NPC (2016). National Population Commission.
Estimated population figure growth rate at thirteen
percent for Local Government Areas, States and
Federal Capital Territory Abuja.

Nwaobiala, C. U. (2014). Effect of community--based
programme on the poverty Profiles of Farmers in
Abia State, Nigeria. Nigerian Journal of Rural
Sociology.15(1): 81—-89.

Nwaobiala, C. U. and Okeke, U. N. (2020). Analysis of
engagement outcomes of female headed
households from off and on-farm livelihood
activities in Imo State, Nigeria. Journal of
Community and Communication Research (JCCR),
5(1):9-17.

Nwaobiala, C. U., Onwukwe, F. O. and Offor, J. K.
(2019). Effect of group formation on the farm
output of farmers in Abia State, Nigeria.
International Journal of Agriculture and Rural
Development,22(1):4051 —4058.

Olaniyan, O. A. and Okunlola, J. O. (2020). Effects of
rural-urban interactions on rural dwellers'
participation in community-based projects in Edo
and Ondo States, Nigeria. Proceedings of the 29"
Annual National Congress of the Rural
Sociological Association of Nigeria (RUSAN) held
at Landmark University, Omu Aran, Kwara State,
Nigeria, Between 12 and 16, Pp. 31 -34.

Olorunfemi, O. D., Afolayan, Y. A., Olorunfemi, T. O.
and Adeniyi, V. A. (2020). Effectiveness of
community-based organisations in supporting rural
farmers in Irepodun Local Government Area,
Kwara State, Nigeria. Proceedings of the 29"
Annual National Congress of the Rural
Sociological Association of Nigeria (RUSAN) held
at Landmark University, Omu Aran, Kwara State,
Nigeria, Between 12 and 16 October, Pp. 204 -207.

Umeh, O. 1. (2018). Youth participation in selected
community physical infrastructural development
projects in South-east, Nigeria. A Ph.D.
Dissertation Department of Agricultural Extension
and Rural Development, Michael Okpara
University of Agriculture Umudike, Abia State,
Nigeria.

UNDP (2017). United Nations Development
Programme. Nigeria: Sustainable Development
Goals (Indicators baseline Report): Abuja: National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS)

World Bank (2018). World Development Report 2020.
Infrastructure for Development, Washington D.C.
United States of America.

Ugboaja
Nigerian Agricultural Journal Vol. 52, No. 1 | pg. 123



	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36

