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Abstract

The history of Cambridge Arabic language exams in Mauritius dates back to 1984, when the first
Ordinary Level (O Level) exam was conducted in both government and private secondary schools. This
exam lays a strong foundation for students to progress to the Advanced Subsidiary Level (AS Level) and
Advanced Level (A Level).Each student receives two papers (Paper 1 and Paper 2). Paper 1 involves
essay writing, is worth 45 marks, and lasts for an hour and a half. Paper 2 consists of translation,
reading, and comprehension, is worth 55 marks, and also lasts for an hour and a half. The exam assesses
grammatical rules through writing and translation, and does not focus on language skills such as
listening and speaking.Additionally, the O Level Arabic language syllabus does not recommend any
prescribed textbooks, vocabulary lists, or grammatical rules studied at this level. Teachers determine
what grammar, vocabulary, and texts are suitable for their students from various sources.Since 2019, the
O Level Arabic language exam has become extremely challenging for non-native speakers, as the same
exam is now available in Arab countries as well. While the format of the exam remains unchanged, the
content, methods, vocabulary, and question difficulty have been heightened to align with the proficiency
of Arabic speakers.

This has led to poor results, with many students failing the O Level exam and losing interest in
continuing their Arabic language studies and advancing to the next level.One proposed solution is to
provide another exam suitable for non-native Arabic speakers, including various types of questions such
as completion tasks, error correction, multiple choice, true or false questions, and more.

Keywords: tests; Cambridge Normal International Education; for the Arabic language
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From the topics listed below, write one composition of about 120 words in Arabic. It will be to your advantage to keep

to the recommended length.
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(a) Your name is Saeed/Souad and your address is Al-Nasr Street, Egypt. Write a letter to your friend explaining the
reasons for not attending his/her birthday party last week.
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(b) Imagine you are giving a speech at the Youth Club. Write what you will say about the importance of keeping your
city clean.
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(c) Write a dialogue that is taking place between you and the school’s chess champion, in which you ask him about his

opinion.
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4

Section B — Essay

From the topics listed below, write one essay of about 200 words in Arabic. It will be to yvour
advantage to keep to the recommended length.

celaly o ohigae 8 oAl Jead deafia —
{a) Describe the season of spring in your city or country.
ol ey Gane e Salfilal elpmaall oy Aliladl a8 il 5 alady colilisal e dla b oouS — o
(b} You were on a trip with your friends when suddenly the bus stopped in the middle of the
desert. Marrate what happened next.

(e} You left your house and found that the streets of the city were empty, then you reached your
school. Mamrate what happenad next.

J3a Ja Apalall ol gall (il il e dall elaey i gally il eaan olally 2 ollia — &
£l 53

(d} There is a suggesiion to abolish arts and music lessons to give more time for science lessons.
Do you agree?
[30]

Write the letter of the question you have chosen here ... ...,

%= UCLES 2020 F1HOIDIOVRYZD
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Section A - Letter, Report or Speech, Dialogue

1 From the topics listed below, write one composition of about 120 words in Arabic. It will be to your
advantage to keep to the recommended length.

oy peian ate bl 4l 0 ial Al (S L geaa o peaill p LS Slilyie s dleasf e Sl —
cgmball By e ae Jim

(a) Your name is Saeed/Souad and your address is Al-Masr Street, Egypt. Write a letter to your
friend explaining the reasons for not attending hisfher birthday party last week.

) Al e Bl el e i Vil C 88 L)) pas 8 Llaa b ol i — o

(b} Imagine you are giving a speech at the Youth Club. Write what yvou will say about the
importance of keeping your city clean.

Ayl ol B ady e 4 alls il Al g pad) Sl g dlin e Dles o081 — &

{c) Write a dialogue that is taking place between you and the school’s chess champion, in which
you ask him his opinion about this hoblby. [15]

D UCLES 20Z3 B0 MR
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2 Translate into Arabic.

The Titanic was the biggest passenger ship ever buili. It was meant to be unsinkable. A very
farmous company designed this huge ship. The Tianic was extremely luxurious and comfortable,
as it had Turkizh baths, electric lights and heating in each room. There was also a spacious dance
hall.

When the Titanic left the harbour, it had 2,200 passengers and crew on board. Despite this big
number, it only had 16 lifeboats. That is because the company wanted the ship to look tidy. Whilst
in the middle of the ocean, the Tianic received five wamings about icebergs. It should have
slowed but the captain decided not to, as he wanted to get to Mew York in record fime. As a result,
the ship hit an iceberg, split in half and sank to the bottom of the deep ccean.
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Section B ~ Reading Comprehension

Do not translate the passage below. First read it carefully and then answer, briefly and in Arabic, the
questions that follow.

] Al o gall fpeadinl Sus " puad SLNT il Gl ST e a8 il &) Ol sy

gl s3a am5 o a5 5 SN B33y SIS Sail aa Sy . pail Nia pgsiily agSlly agdilia ely A
@l Slala o A4S

i O S sl paaldl oyl Glld e JBa iy o uad) SBYL Tagliie Lalaal 5,80 650 g
Oa lpalind AU A LY e Ao pana ggd cBY) adan o aalaaio) LAy Algh 534 S Allay
I Ga plly Ase JalS Jjia el AlSa) ) ALYl clagall plasiul (p0 saill 05l (Sayy o (ppeall

Al Ty a1 ST e 35 a8 V) Ll e 388 LS iy

e et dole) Auial (N ALYl asanill salely GLSEN Agar 0pS5 ol Apll dpaal) sy iall 3 Yy
Aakaild A0l Al dpall Cliea el e Sl ) sda B Ul s A5 lealadiul 55 elgul
Al clis P s AT ) dis e Wl oSy cbola g 1 008 Ll W) el el S A

celsgdl B 53l Tolpe Camy of (S0 Wilia A o)) £ 1) (cany gagy « puma) SBY) el e )
cAala) elged e gi e Alailadll e ld 0 saad) Bilgll (cany Gligh 1gdy Agmaa JSUAa & Ciudyy
il Ga gyiadl il Ly belia depadl sylall e aeilly Galall caglall Sl pladiul lgie

ALl gl Gy e 4l st 38 0080 Y Janiuddl ol aail) BV Wl gidy DU ans

Now answer the following questions briefly, using your own words as far as possible.
Phauad 5,88 " puamayl ALY o) jael 13D 3

1] oot e e e ee e
BN S Paiall S plasiid ge o) s Gl L 4

I oo et oo ee et eeeesreeen
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Pl Anall L3RS jallas S 83 5

Tyl Sl B syl e B

oli &30 SH P glS o) can JualY) BV kel A S 7

el S TA A paie chus Bl 8

Tlad Lo Jyiall 3 Y g g ommg dga ] il g Al g5 9

Ppall 8 elggdl 82gm e Jaliall 3 sl all S3EN Gpkl L 10
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Tyl 5y pas SES Caiay 13e 11

riealall ohillSy L lea BN 2530 12

el (v) Jrs (iv) [FEPRITY, alaa (i) 3aall )

LB ettt ettt ettt o2ttt et e 2t een ettt et ee et e ee et et ettt ettt
[Total: 25]
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3180/01 Cambridge O Level — Mark Scheme CetoberMovember

PUEBLISHED 2022

General Guidance

1 Relevance
Irrelevant material should be bracketed and ignored in the word count and the marking. The word
‘Pal” should be written in the left hand margin.

2 Length
In Section A, draw a line after the sentence containing the 125th counted word.
In Section B, draw a line after the sentence containing the 210th counted word.
Any remaining text should be crossed out.
Irrelevant material is not counted. In letters, the day, date and address are not counted.

3 Marking units
These consist of a single word or group of words which, if considered correct (free from any
single minor error), should be awarded between 1 and 3 ticks '+, where 2 or 3 ticks should be
given for accurate language which is more complex or contains vocabulary and expression above
the lewvel.
Mo credit is given for immediate repefition.

4 Impression
Indicate with a '+ symbaol in the right-hand margin cases where the candidate is not sufficiently
rewarded; i.e. if the candidate attempts complex structures, vocabulary and expression above the
lewvel but with error, which cannot therefore be awarded any ticks '+,
Indicate with a "= symbaol in the lefi-hand margin cases where a candidate is excessively
rewarded; i.e. by gaining a tick 'v' repeatedly for identical or near identical material.

B UGLES 2022 Paga 3 of 8
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3180:01 Cambridge O Level = Mark Scheme October/MNovember
PUBLISHED 2022
5 Scoring
Section A

Count the ticks up to a maximum of 13. Each tick represents 1_mark.

In addition, up to 2 additional dizcretionary impression marks are awarded. These should be
awarded with flexibility, taking into account the '+ and '=' symbols in the margins. In the absence
of other evidence, the impression marks should be awarded in proportion to the mark already
gained, as follows:

05 = 0
6-0 = 1
1013 = 2

Total marks for Section A =15

Section B
Count the ticks up to a maximum of 25. Each tick represents 1 _mark.

In addition, up to 5 additional discretionary impression marks are awarded. These should be
awarded with flexibility, taking into account the '+ and '=' symbols in the margins. In the absence
of other evidence, the impression marks should be awarded in proportion to the mark already
gained, as follows:

0-8 = 0
9-12 = 1
13-16 = 2
1ir-18 = 3
20-22 = 4
23-25 = 5§

Total marks for Section B = 30

6 Marks check

As a final check of marks awarded, after marking each essay you should refer to the grid on the
following two pages. For each essay, check that the descriptors corresponding to the mark
awarded best reflect the qualities of the candidate’s response. If the band in which the
candidate's mark falls does not seem to fit the overall peformance, vou should reconsider and
revise the ticks, the '+ and '=" symbols, and the discretionary impression marks awarded.

B LES 2022 Poge 4 ol 8
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3180/

Question

Cambridge O Level = Mark Scheme COctober™Movember

FUBLISHED

Answer

2022

Marks

1{a)

1(b)

Apart from very occasional slips, the language is accurate. Sentence
structure iz varied and demonstrates the candidate's skill to use different
lengths and types of sentences for particular effects. Vocabulary is wide and
precise. Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used.
Paragraphs have unity, are linked, and show evidence of planning. The
topic is addressed with consistent relevance; the interest of the reader is
aroused and sustained.

Apart from very occasional slips, the language is accurate. Sentence
structure iz varied and demonstrates the candidate's skill to use different
lengths and types of sentences for particular effects. Vocabulary is wide and
precise. Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used.
Paragraphs have unity, are linked, and show evidence of planning. The
topic is addressed with consistent relevance; the interest of the reader is
aroused and sustained.

15

15

1)

Apart from very occasional slips, the language is accurate. Sentence
structure iz varied and demonsirates the candidate's skill to use different
lengths and types of sentences for particular effects. Vocabulary is wide and
precise. Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used.
Paragraphs have unity, are linked, and show evidence of planning. The
topic is addressed with consistent relevance; the interest of the reader is
aroused and sustained.

15

Question

2(a)

Answer

Apart from very occasional slips, the language is accurate. Sentence
structure iz varied and demonsirates the candidate's skill to use different
lengths and types of sentences for particular effects. Vocabulary is wide and
precise. Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used.
Paragraphs have unity, are linked, and show evidence of planning. The
topic is addressed with consistent relevance; the interest of the reader is
aroused and sustained.

Marks

30

2(b)

Apart from very occasional slips, the language is accurate. Sentence
structure iz varied and demonstrates the candidate's skill to use different
lengths and types of sentences for particular effects. Vocabulary is wide and
precise. Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used.
Paragraphs have unity, are linked, and show evidence of planning. The
topic is addressed with consistent relevance; the interest of the reader is
aroused and sustained.

30

2(c)

D UCLES 2022

Apart from very occasional slips, the language is accurate. Sentence
structure iz varied and demonstrates the candidate's skill to use different
lengths and types of sentences for particular effects. Vocabulary is wide and
precise. Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used.
Paragraphs have unity, are linked, and show evidence of planning. The

topic is addressed with consistent relevance; the interest of the reader is
aroused and sustained.
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3180001 Cambridge O Level = Mark Scheme October™ovember
PUBLISHED 2022
Question Answer Marks
2{d) Apart from very occasional slips, the language is accurate. Sentence 30

structure is varied and demonstrates the candidate’s skill to use different
lengths and types of sentences for particular effects. Vocabulary is wide and
precize. Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used.
Paragraphs hawve unity, are linked, and show evidence of planning. The
topic is addressed with consistent relevance; the interest of the reader is
aroused and sustained.

& UCLES 3022 Page & af &
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3180/01 Cambridge O Level — Mark Scheme October/Movember
PUBLISHED 2022
Marks Descriptors for the Assessment of Section A and B
14-15 Apart from very occasional slips, the language is accurate. Sentence structure is
Section A varied and demonsirates the candidate’s skill to use different lengths and types of
(Ssction A} sentences for particular effects. Vocabulary is wide and precizse. Spelling is accurate
27_30 across the full range of vocabulary used. Paragraphs have unity, are linked, and
Section B show evidence of planning. The topic is addressed with consistent relevance, the
(Section B) interest of the reader is aroused and sustained.
The language is accurate; cccasional ermors are either minor or arise from attempts
12-13 to use ambitious structures or vocabulary. Vocabulary is wide enocugh to convey
(Section A) | intended shades of meaning with some precizion. Sentences show some variation in
length and style, including the confident use of complex zentences. Spelling iz
23-26 usually accurate. Paragraphs show some evidence of planning, have unity and are
(Section B) | usually appropriately linked. The piece of writing iz relevant to the topic title and the
interest of the reader is aroused and sustained through most of the composition.
Vocabulary and struciures are mainly comrect when they are simple; mistakes may
10-11 occur when more sophistication is attempted. Sentences may show some variety of
[Sm:ﬂ-nn A) structure and length, although there may be tendency to repeat sentence types and
'shapes’, producing a rather monotonous effect. Spelling of simple vocabulary is
19-23 accurate; errors may cccur when ambitious vocabulary is used. Sentence separation
[Sm:ﬂ-nn B) iz correct. The composition is written in paragraphs which may show some unity,
although links may be absent or inappropriate. The composition is relevant to the
topic tithe and will arouse some interest in the reader.
The meaning is generally clear. There will be patches of accurate language,
particularly when simple vocabulary and structures are used. There may be some
8-9 variety of sentence length and structure, but the reader may not be convinced that
(Section A) this wvariety is for a particular purpose. Vocabulary is usually adequate to convey
intended meaning, although it may be insufficiently developed o achieve precision.
15-18 Idiom may be uncertain at times. Some sentence separation errors may ocoour
(Section B) occasionally. Simple words will be spelt accurately, but more complex vocabulary

may show some weakness in spelling. Paragraphs will be used, but may lack unity or
coherence. A genuine attempt has been made to address the topic, but there may be
digressions or failures of logic. Compaositions may lack liveliness and interest value.
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Marks Descriptors for the Assessment of Section A and B (continued)
Errors do not impede understanding but are sufficiently freguent and serious to
6—7 hamper precision, and may slow down speed of reading. Some simple structures are
(Section A) accurate. Vocabulary may b Iimitau:l._ Some idiomat_ic errors are likely. There may be
simple sentence separation emors. Simple words will usually be spelt comectly, but
11-14 there may be inconsistency, and frequent mistakes in the spelling of more difficult
(Section B) words. Paragraphs may Iac:i_r. u[lit'_l.-' or be ltlsad_h‘_aphazar_dlyj. The Eutfrjac:t matter will
show some relevance. The incidence of linguistic error is likely to distract the reader
from merits of content.
There will be many sericus emors of various kinds throughout the script, but they will
4-5 be of the ‘single-word’ type, iie. they could be corrected without rewriting the
(Section A) S8 nta!nc:&_ Gnm_munic:afcin-n iz astablishﬂd_, although the v.fuight of error may cause
'‘Blurring” from time to time. Sentences will probably be simple and repetitive in
7-10 structure. Vocabulary will convey meaning but is likely to be simple and imprecise.
(Section B) Errors in ig:linmaliu:: usage will be a signiﬁcar_lt fﬂﬂt'l.lljﬁ. Paragraphing will_b& haphazard
or non-existent. There may be evidence of interesting and relevant subject matter,
but the weight of linguistic error will tend to cbscure or neutralise its effect.
2=3 Sense will usually be decipherable, but some of the ermor will be multiple, i.e.
(Sectiom A)  reguiring the reader to re-read and re-organise before meaning becomes clear.
There are unlikely to be more than a few accurate sentences, however simple, in the
3-6 whole composition. The content is likely to be comprehensible, but may be partly
(Section B) | hidden by the density of linguistic error.
0-1 The piece of writing is enftirely, or almast entirely, impossible to recognise as a piece
(Sectiom A) of writing in the target language. Whole sections will make no sense at all. Whera
occasional patches of relative clarity are seen, some marks will be given. The mark
0-2 of 0 is reserved for scripts that make no sense at all from beginning to end.
(Section B)

SIUCLES 2022
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3180/02 Cambridge O Level = Mark Scheme October/Movember
PUBLISHED 2022
Quaestion Answer Marks
2 Translate info Arabic
English Arabic Reject
1 | Leopards are big I L ”u"‘ 1 pqdll I,Iraj:ﬁl
Sl palld

3 | with beautiul i b [l ey | yfalaf s
4 S‘pﬂﬁ'j" fur Ly {ﬂ_L'li]
5 | which help them 1aae Lo f.F:"ll'
6 | hide among plants 2ol o laa) r.rh
T | and in the dark. It ;,-'-'lJ
8 | Like most strong duall cltlaadl Bk

animals, Ausl S e
9 | lecpards prefer 39gdll Juai
10 | to live alone. 'Ln.:_-..Jl,l'h.: . fh_h__, =l
11 | The African leopard u‘rﬂﬁ?l sgill
12 | climbs trees le...:‘;l"l L
13 | fo avoid hunters, ¢ cpibaal) Cuiatd
14 | whereas the Asian g i

| | lain

\eopard e | 2l Laiyy

15 | relies on them Ll .
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Question Answer Marks
2 English Arabic Reject
16 | fo escape figers A e s ﬁ.’"—".)i"j
17 | which are much . .
jarger. oK () 581 a8
18 | You may be T T
surprisad L_i:.-.u'lll_-}u.i..ll.lfl.:i}m o
19 | to know that T N A
|E'GPEF'E|S- .'.'I_,‘..I.“ |_11 ﬂ_)l..-. ,LAL_IP u1
20 | swim very wall, [ "
(AL r_,_l‘lr":.._l.ul
21 | and they can also .. . =1 .
o giond O pudiinds Lol ag
22 | extremely fast. P T ;ﬁ:‘u
23 | In fact, some can |L11 Sy guiany oAl ]Iu“'-‘
reach
oy
24 | speeds of iy .
approximately e L*ﬂ*"'_
25 | 57 kilometers per T
:[L,.._‘;Z] Al
26 | and jump as high as ] . .
3 meters. 3 ‘-‘l! - tl'ﬂﬁr Jidiy
.l
27 | Leopards rarely run 3 pqill “ L 1}'3“
2B | after prey; 1Lu_1i!'| '!'fﬂlu
29 | they either wait Lo 4.':5 Ll o
30 | or quietly follow it cnyigs gast _;1
31 | and only attack L e . %
576
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3180/02 Cambridge O Level = Mark Scheme OtobarNovembar
PUBLISHED 2022
I
Question Answer Marks
|
2 English Arabic Reject
32 | whenitis close. {"1—‘-'} .._.ﬁ Laie
33 | Lecpards only - . ot
gaﬂ‘mr .Lll.i ..'I_"_IH t.l.:ll-.u
34 | when the mother .
gives birth, r‘ﬂ {m} Lusie
35 | which is usually to - .
two or three Bale (05 Lo gay (A5 o)
el
36 | finy cubs. 2. AJ‘AI,I'M 3] ]1-5[
3T | She remains with -
38 | the first few days, df ful_,'il L3N n!""ﬂ‘"-”
flr!li g
39 | then she hides them W ores |"5
40 | while she goes - PP
hlJl"I'tiF'IQ. .'.‘g...ﬁﬁf.]‘l.ru...a_!l [T 1...-.1.'u
40 points / 2 = marks out of 20.
For fractions always round up to the nearest whole number.,
577
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Section B = Reading Comprehension

Question Answer Marks Mot Allowed Responses
3 illal P8 oL s g - 2
SIS lpag i) Caa 2 Al il -

(s
4 BN = 1
5 :Lﬂ.Lnut.'“ u{]r 2
T al iy lils -
L R T -

6 j.:[iﬁﬂ - 1
7 adn e il Al eldall iy - 3
Bamly Aol ol lant 3 pmes Aail

i
ol e il of Jais
cdgl Al -
plailly =
sy -
o i) alasiad - 1
o pal e alaly b e Joaad - 2
VR PR
10 rillT'?I s "2 I 5—’5 _ 2
!
B iall J_,:'....ulluiu..'aﬁ_, -
B UCLES 7022 Page ¥ of 10
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3180/02 Cambridge O Level ~ Mark Scheme October/November
PUBLISHED 2022
Question Answer 1| Marks Not Allowed Responses
" el Laa ila) ol Ot 2 Py Y
Apeall 3158 oL pasiig 4y - S Sa) (pa pill 138 agbiiy
ads e pliall P - ol sy
lgad e el e Al A0 B3~
C:b.:;“ u‘g."ﬂ celall Uedasa Jia
.(l._q.:h, A c-Lu &})
12 lepd - 3 Juaaiad Sk Y
(B yaudll) Gl - Ao 3N 30505
Ol i - Ay () W -
bl o) S A -
80 DAY e
13 Vocabulary 6
Each correct answer = 2 marks up to a
maximum of 6 marks.
Where the candidate has answered
more than three vocabulary items,
take the three best answers.
13(i) . . . ) .
STVl cilgal) s ol -
oY) gkl kallf sl )
13(ii) T P TN P T
Craiatyf g Sy O gaiay gtk — Cgad g
13(iii) R R
Canandf a f CransfiiSs
13W) G yife Une fA 535 sk, -
13 .s P ]t e
W] 2] Guifaans iy s -
[25 Marks]
579
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Cambridge Ordinary Leval
3180 Arabic Movamber 2022
Principal Examinar Report for Teachers

ARABIC

Paper 3180/01
Composition

By messages

Performance for this saries was slightly better than the previous one. Some candidates achieved very high
marks, and the overall parformancs ranged from good to excallant.

In ganeral, candidates undersiood all the guestions and respondad accordingly. The language was overall
accurals in many cases, except for weaker candidales whose vocabulary was very limited, used basic and
repatilive structures in addition to having many spelling and grammatical errors, some of which are
examplified balow.

Most candidates adhared to the word count, but it has been cbserved that several candidates usad lengthy
intreductions and conclusions in the form of learnt clichés, particularly in Section A, at the expensa of tha
main topic. There ware also instances of the use of colloguial language.

Furthermore, some candidates focussed on using extensive figures of speech and similes instead of
focussing an tha main topic and its constituant alemenis.

Ag for the use of language, it was geod overall, bul there are still problemalbic areas in the usa of the
accusalive case, verbal nouns, the dual form, subject-varb agresment, and some cases of noun-adjective
agraament (Sea examplas balow).

The main spelling errors obsarved were the use of long vowals instead of short onas {0l 4,8}, joining
prepositions with the definite article (<=Ld4), missing or inappropriate use of the hamza (<Gl e,d), using tha
shorened “alif () instead of yaa' (). and adding the ‘alif to words like ;2 and iz

Ganeral comments

The guastion paper is composed of bwo main seclions, 4 and B. Section A includes three guestions (1(a).
1(b}, 1({e)} from which candidates salact one and write about 120 words. The total mark is 15. Section B
consists of four questions (2(a), 2(b), 2(c}, 2{d)); the candidates must salect one and write about 200 words.
The mark for this section is 30. The total mark for the paper is 45.

The parformance of candidates for both Sections A and B was overall good to very good. It was slightly
battar than the praviows senas, and many candidates achieved a highar rangs of marks.

Candidates undersiood the questions and responded accordingly, with appropriate content and language.
Very few candidates included irrelevant material in their writing.

There were examples of impressive performance where candidates excallad at fulfilling the task, using
appropriate vocabulary, variety of structures including complax ones (see axamples below), accurate
language, figures of speach and similes, good paragraphing and effective linking words and phrasas within
and across paragraphs. This made their essays coherent. This is evident in the pedformance of some
candidales who scored a very high range of marks, and in some cases the full mark.

Performance for Section A, 1(b) was very good, followed by good and equal performance resulls for 1(a)
and 1(c). As for Section B, performance was slighlly less than Section A, bul it is still good overall: 2({d) was
the best, followed by 2{a); 2{b) and 2{c) came third with almost equal perfarmance.

:,: Cambridge Assessment 581
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Ower 50 per cant of candidates achieved a high range of marks (35-45), and by comparison this seres
demonstrated a slightly better perfarmance than the previous one.

c if .
Section A — Letter, Report or Speech, Dialogue

A This question was the most popular. Candidates did very well overall. They organised their latter in an
introductary paragraph, fellowed by presenting the main lopic, and finishing with a concluding
paragraph. The anly issus observad in sevaral cases is the use of lengthy introduction of learnt clichés
of gresatings and wishes as wall as furlher dlichés of wishas in the concluding paragraph {ses examples
bialow).

B This was the least popular guestion whera very few candidates opted for it. However, parformance for
this question was much better than 1{a) and 1(c). Again, tha use of leaml clichas for the introductary
and concluding paragraphs was visibla.

C  ltwas the second mest popular option. Overall parformance was ganerally good and equal to that of
1{a). Candidates stated several banefits for owning a bike in their attamgt to convince their parents of
buying one. Some candidales excesded the word count, and others did not use the appropriate format
for a dialogue, in addition to missing the use of question marks at the end of the questions.

Section B — Essay

A This was the second mast popular question. Less than third of the candidates (23.7 per cent) opled for
it. The overall performance was good. Many candidates addressad the lopic very well. They described
their family horme and their favourite room, giving relevant details, using appropriate vecabulary, good
language, and figures of speach and similes. Thare were few candidates who did not describe the home
inn detail, but they focussed on describing nature with excessive use of imagery and figures of speech.
Some olhers mainly described their favourite room, with hardly any description of the family home.

B This was almaost egual to 2(a) in terms of popularity (23.6 per cent). Parformance ranged from average
to good. Generally, candidales demonsirated good understanding of the task and wrole relevant and
creative content about ways of helping a friend to look after the monkey. Thera was one odd case
whare a candidale wrote aboul taking care of a cal.

€ The question was the least popular 19.6 per cent of candidates opled for it. Overall parformance was
likes 2{b). ranging from average to good. Again, candidates understood the task and wrote relevant
content aboul the importance of an annual gathering with their neighbours. They described the values of
calabrating, giving good reasons.

D This question was the mesl popular choice for candidates where third of them (33 per cant) opled for it
Many candidates arguad the pros and cons of building new reads well. There were some candidales
whao included repetitive phrases and structures in their argument. Others had learmt lengthy clichas in
the infroduction at the expenss of the main lopic (sese axamples balow).

Common Spelling mistakes
The following spelling mistakes wara observed in the wriling of many candidates, particularly weaker ones:

#  Using the normal 1 instead of the femining 't and vice versa: iolyl cde oL fe 08 50 050
*  Using the letter s instead of the faminine ' (taa’ marbuuTa): cud sios

#  Incorract adjoining of the preposifions with the definite article: sl a2 oaldh (ol

«  Adding the letter 5 at the end of attached pronouns and other forms: &8 56l Seey

+«  Adding the ‘alif io demonsiratives and comparative particles, &G &Y

*  Missing or incorect use of the hamza: Gy &1l ey oS @ i gupel

582
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Common grammatical errors

»  Incomect use of the accusalivel/ganitive cases: o8 Jluadl JS iy ) e eanie S0 1 i ikl calh g
*  Varb-subject agreament: ai oleed S8 e Jike I cad U

*  Moun-adjective agresment: e uf Sl el datil iy g

#  Incomect use of relative pronouns: s g3 G e

s  Pluralising the verb before the plural subject Julih Saaly

s  Plural form of verbs instead of the dual: <l Ga b oy S Gy sas

+  Using a plural verb instead of the dual: Gy Jada 198 Ly

#  Using verbs in the past instead of verbal nouns: «<be 4 Jas sy

Examples of strong structures and good connectors

ADEIS s B Sl a0 e 0 Tl SEN e sl sl WL U sy Jin T i e
Ll pan iy ] e N D el STt e el e ] ) g il e
oy gl o s e e g 5 L AT gl Tkl s e il e Ll e

Examples of learnt clichés

oy ey Rl sy iy o e iy Tl s b 5 0 0 e ity gy ol U8 el bl A1 Sl
ey bl G e Al ey

gty TG0 Lokl Tl Tpuine lllagey I b ey Fgmdl W5 il p Sidilly ) 2 @

Ty pomi b s Tind 0 e L LR g o gyl da b LN il i 3l il el oS0l i) Bl
casell B e el Uy ] ey LS

Ll G iy LS Sl b i Ll G Y a2 G el Sl A 4y
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Key messages

In this papar candidates should:

» Expand their range of vocabulary by reading a rich variety of materials and learn more
descriptive structures.

= Learn comect conjugation of verbs, the use of = with verbs in the present tense.
+ Practise the use of verbs comectly, particularly the jussive and the subjunctive cases.
« Application of the definite article with ‘idafa phrases’.

General comments

Tha overall perfarmanca of the candidatas this year was very good. Tha great majonty altempled all
questions, and a high percentage of them scored well. Excellent translation skills were displayed, with a
good knowledge of vocabulary, grammar, and syntax.

Comments on specific guestions

Section A — Translation
Question 1 Translate inte English

The standard of translation on this question was very good overall and many candidates achievad a high
range of marks. Good syntax was evident in the rendered translation and good knowledge of the subject
matter about ‘Lecpards’. However, a few candidates franslated the text leaving some gaps for the words they
did nat knew, or kepl the English waords from the text in thess gaps. Also, a very small number of candidates
wrole a shorl piece of composition in English completely unralated to the text which is in the exam.

Candidates could benafit from being trained on good spellings and highlighting the importancs of good
spalling if they are to achieve excellent marks.

Hera are some axamples of incorrectly translated words/terms:

o el Ll il (social media).

- a4 (This was somatimes translated as “to study’ instead of 'Io be taught').

- Gl (markiating’ was translated as “shopping’ by some candidatas).

L ARy sl iy Al Thase lerminologies (Paliics, Law, Economics and Cullure) wara nol always
fully and succassfully translated.

# gigally e (knowledge and skill).

- iy 2l (mMarketing campaigns).

o =l M e (adding to profits).

Question 2 Translate into Arabic
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