PSYCHO-SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF JUVENILE DELIQUENTS
OF NORTHERN NIGERIA ORIGIN
AT A BORSTAL TRAINING INSTITUTION, IN NIGERIA
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ABSTRACT

Background: There

are differences in culture between the northern and southern parts of Nigeria as far as religion,

childrearing practices, and socialization of children are concerned.

Objective: The aim of this study was to obtain information about juvenile delinquents of northern Nigerian origin
since this group has not been much studied and reported in the past.

Mecthods: The Borstal Training Institution at Kakuri, Kadun

a was selected for the study. Only juvenile delinquents of

northern Nigeria origin and living in the north at the time of encounter with the law and subscquent incarceration were
recruited into the study. The interview was conducted using the 74-item [fe-McGill Health and Education Survey

Questionnaire.

Results: Although the law of Northern Nigeria defines delinquents as children less than 16, persons as old as 29 years

were being admitted to the borstal institution. These childre

from stable homes.

n had fairly highly educated parents, in good occupations,

Conclusion: It is extremely important for the authorities in Nigeria to be stringent in the implementation and

application ofthe law related to delinquency.
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INTRODUCTION
Young persons or offenders are persons who were less than
18 years old when they committed the alleged offence. In
terms of criminal responsibility, juveniles arc further
classified according to age brackets as follows: ' (i)
Children below the age of 7 years are not criminally
responsible for their acts or omissions; (ii) Children
between the ages of 7 and 12 years are only liable for their
criminal acts or omissions’ if they are found to have a
capacity to know that their acts or omissions arc wrong in
law. The test of knowledge here is subjective; (iii) Children
above 12 years but below 14 years are responsible for their
acts or omissions, which constitute an offence; (iv) While
young persons (14 but below 18 years) are criminally
responsible for their acts or omissions. . '
The Laws of Borno State of Nigeria® define a juvenile
delinquent as a child or young person who has violated the
'Children and Young Persons Law'. A "child' is any person
who has not yet attained the age of 14 yecars and a 'young
person' is a person who has attained the age of 14 years but
has not attained the age of 18 years. In contrast, in the
British Children and Young Persons Act,® children are
defined as those aged 0-14 years while young persons are
those aged 15-17 years. However, children bclo“{ lhe.ag.c of
10 years arc not regarded as capable .O‘ cnmmal_
responsibility, because they are deemed incapable of
criminal intent (doli incapax). For Children over 10 years
and under 14 years, it must be proved that they know the
naturc of their act and know it to be morally and legally

wrong (mischievous discretion). In other words the British
law assumes that children in this age group do not have
mens rea (guilty state of mind) unless it can be proved
otherwise. The determination of criminal responsibility on
the basis of age was left, just like the American Law, to the
discretion of the Juvenile Court.

In the USA the laws define a delinquent child as “any
child under the age of 18 years who has violated any law of
the State or any county, city, town, or village ordinance,
who by reason of being wayward or habitually disobedicnt,
isuncontrolled by his parents™. Thus a child under the ageof
I8 years who violates the penal law is not designated a
criminal but is called a juvenile delinquent. He retains 3
civil status, and his disposition is determined in much the
same way as a person who is legally defined as mentally ill.

Thereisrelatively substantial number of publications on
juvenile delinquency in Southern Nigeria, *" but there is a
dearth of litcrature on this topic in Northern Nigeria (only
oneis known to the authors ™ despite an observed upsurge in
the prevalence of juvenile delinquency. * ™" The El-Nur's
study " is sociological, focusing attention essentially on the
patterns of delinquency in Borno and Yobe states of
Nigeria. There are differences in culture between the
northern and southern parts of Nigeria as far as religion,
childrearing practices, and socialization of children arc
concerned.” ” In addition, the penal code in the north is
different from the criminal code in the south. 1t is therefore,
desirable to conduct studies in the north concerning
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delinquency patterns and their determinants with a view to
comparing the results so obtained with results from the
South.” This need prompted the present study. The study is
aimed at describing the socio- dcnuwr'\phlc and other
characteristics of juvenile delinquents of Northern Nigeria,
identifying the types of offences committed by the

Delinquents, identifying the factors associated with their
delinquent acts.

MATERIALSAND METHODS

The Borstal Training Institution at Kakuri, Kaduna was
selected for the study. The institution is located on the
outskirts of the southern sector of Kaduna City. The Nigeria
Prisons Service, through a stafi’ complement of 16, giving a
staff-trainee ratio of 1:17, administers it. It was the only
approved school in northern Nigeria that catered for
delinquents under the corrcctive orders. Although its
primary catchmentarea is northern Nigeria. it is also known
to receive delinquents from some of the southern states in
the country. It is only for boys. The school was opened in
1962. Over six Christian religious organizations visit the
Institution every week to conduct worship and pastoral
counsclling.

SUBJECTS
For the purpose of this study, the authors defined *“a person
of northern Nigeria origin®™ as any person whose parents' or
any of his grandparents’ origin can be traced to a community
indigenous to northern Nigeria or any person whose
parent(s) 1s a citizen of Nigeria by naturalization and has
resided in northern Nigeria continuously for an aggregate
period of not less than 10 years. Northern Nigeria is defined
as the region controlled by the Sokoto Caliphate
(approximating to the arcas of present-day Kebbi, Zamfara,
Kwara, Kaduna, Sokoto, Katsina, Kano, Jigawa, Plateau,
Niger, Adamawa and Taraba States and Abuja (the Federal
Cu}ailul Territory) and Borno Empire (present-day. Borno
and Yobe states). 1t also includes Kogi and Benue States,
communitics around the Niger-Benue valley.” Only
juvenile delinquents ofnorthern Nigeria originand living in
the north at the time of encounter with the lTaw and
subsequent incarceration were recruited into the study.

All the juvenile delinquents found in the Institution at
the time of the study, and who satisfied the inclusion eriteria

deseribed above, were interviewed individually by one of

the authors (MWA) and three research assistants. The main
difficultics we encountered during the iterview were that
the respondents were suspicious of strangers and some
refused to talk at all. They were assured that the
interviewers and the study were unconnected with the
institution or its ofTicials, and that the information given
would be keptin confidence. The interview was conducted
in privacy, 1 a room provided by the mstitution. The
Central  Admissions  Register, kept in the Records
Department, was also examined to corroborite some of the
information given by the subjects. The interview was
conducted usmg the 74-item He-McGill Tealth and
Education Survey  Questionnaire  (Morakinyo, Prince
Personal Communication), and it took between 10 and 15
minutes lor cach subject/respondent to be interviewed,  All
the subjects consented and cooperated,

Some of the officers in the institution e<p*-‘1'il
Principal and Heads of Departments (Workshop, re.
Medical and Administration. Sports. Inmates Affair and
Environment) were interviewed informally and imporiant
points about the officers’ personal experiences with the
interviewed delinquent children and their pare
noted.

Data were analyzed using the statistical software
package for social science SPSS version 11 to* vindows
(SPSS. Chicago. IL, USA). Results were presented using
descriptive statistics, frequency tables, means and standar

deviation.
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RESULTS

The total population of delinquent persons at the institution
at the time of the study was 278. Out of these, 103 (37.8%)
were found to be of northern Nigena origin and resident ?'1
the north at the time of the admission to the institutio
These formed the respondent group.

The ages of the respondents ranged trom 12 to 29 years
(themeanage =17 vearsand SD = 11.7). Only about a ifth.
20.95%. fell within the age ranges ot children and vo
persons. Theage distribution 1s shown in Table 1.

The distribution of the parents according to npe of
religion is as displayed on Table 2. The distribution of the
type of religion practiced by de linqu‘im\‘ reflects the
distribution of religion of their parents in the northem
region. Islam is practiced by 67 (63.8%). Christianity 32
(30.5%). Traditional Religion 2 (1.9%) and No Religion 4
(3.8%

bu\cnl_\' (66.7°) of thc parents of the dcli“qucm
children were married, 33 (31.490) divorced, widowed
scparated, deceased or lhc} had unmarried mothers. In-:
marital status of the parents of the delinquent children is
shownon Table 3.

Table 4 shows the ethnic distribution of the parents of
the delinquent children. Sixtv-six (62.89) of the
delinquents’ fathers were predominantly from the Hausa-
Fulani ethnie group.  The fathers of another 20°0 belo nged
tocthnic Lroups w hichare innorthern Nigeria.

Table 3 shows the Educational level of the de linquent
children. 1t was found that about 86°, of the subjects had
had some form of western education while none had been to
the Quranic School. Ten (9.5%0) delinquents dropped out of
schooling before getting to the final vear in primary school,
12 (11.4%%) dropped out of \dmolnw betore getting o the
final year in the Junior Secondany School (JSS) and 1o
(15.2%) dropped out of schooling before s etting to the final

o

year in the Senior Secondary School (S88). Four (3.8%)
dropped out of schooling before getting to the final vear in
the Teachers College (TC). Those who had full secondary
cducation or more were less than a third (29%) of the
sample studied. Table 6 shows the educational level of the
parents of the delinquent children.

Some of the reasons given for dropping out from form al
education were: (a) lack of funds 22 (23.6%), (b) delmquent
acts such as truaney, stealing, hooliganism and wandenng-
28 (30.1%), (¢) poor educational performance- IN(19.4%),
() physical illness =10 (10.83) and (¢) there was no
informationon 15 (1o, 140 dehingquentis

Fable 7 shows the types ofoccupations the parents ot'the
delinguents, classificd  aceornd oo the  Intermanonal
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Occupations.
de

Age (in years)

12-14
15-16
17-19
20-29

TOTAL

Religion
Islam
Christianity
Traditional
No Religion
TOTAL

Legal Category

Children

Young Persons
Late Adolescents
Young Adults

Number of
Delinquent
Children

10
12
39
44

105

Labour Organisation's (ILO) International Classification of
_ It can be scen that more than 50% of the
lm.q}xcms had parents who were engaged in occupations
classified under major groups 0 and 1, they had fairly high
le\’gls of education and associated with middle to upper
Soclo-cconomic strata of the society. This is compatible
with the levels of education found and shown in Table 6.

Table 8 shows the nature of offences leading to
committal to the approved school. Forty-four of the
children were sent to the Institution because of being
beyond parental control; 40 were referred because of
stealing, 12 because of football hooliganism and 3 were
declared in need of care and protection by the law enforcing
agents There were combination of offences like wandering,
stealing and beyond parental control.

Table 1: Age distribution of the delinquents of northern
Nigeria origin resident in the north at the time of
encounter with the law

% of Total

9.5

11.4
37.1
42.0

100

Table 2: Religion practiced by the parents of the delinquents

Father (% of Total)  Mother (% of Total)
68 (64.8) 67(63.8)

32 (30.4) 32(30.4)

3(2.9) 3(2.9)

2(1.9) 3(2.9)

105(100) 105(100)

Table 3: Marital status of the parents of the delinquent children

Table 4: Ethnic group of the parents of the Delinquents

Ethnicgroup
Hausa
Fulani
Kanuri

Tiv

Igala

Nupe

Idoma
Igbira
Yoruba
Angas

Other Ethnic
Minorities

TOTAL

Table 5: Education levels of the Delinquent Children

Education Level

No Schooling
Nursery School

Some Primary School

Father (% of Total) Mother (% of Total)
54(51.5) 52(49.5)
12(11.4) 12(11.4)
1 (0.9) 1(0.9)
4 (3.8) 3(2.9)
4 (3.8) 5(4.8)

1 (0.9) 4(3.8)
3 (2.9 3(2.9)

5 (4.8) 4(3.8)

7 (6.7) 5(4.8)

1 (0.9) 1(0.9)
13(12.4) 15(14.3)
105 (100) 105(100)

Completed Primary School

Some Junior Secondary School (JSS)
Completed Junior Secondary

School (ISS)

Numberof
Delinquent
Children

12
1

10
12
12

Some Senior Secondary School (SSS) 16

Completed Senior Secondary

School (SSS)

Some Teachers College

Completed Teachers College

Some Technical College

Completed Technical College

Quranic Education
No Information

TOTAL

Table 6: Educational levels of the parents of the delinquent children

% of Total

14.4

9.5
11.4
11.4

14.4
15.2

1552
38
3.8
0
2.9
0

0

100

B\;'ari.(‘:ldl Status ?Oumhc“’fnquuems ;/:)'(;meal Ethnic group Father Mother
.Di.:/r:rt;Cd i 10.5 (Y% of Total) (% of Total)
: 7 6.6
mi:’:”r:‘jd S g No Schooling 22(21.0) 44(41.9)
Parents deceased 10 95 Some I’nmur)( School 6(5.7) 10(9.5)
Pamntgsparated 2 1.9 Completed Primary School 8(7.6) 6(5.7)
NoToformation 2 1.9 Some Secondary School 6(5.7) 3(2.9)
TOTAL 105 100 Completed Secondary School 12(11.4) 11(10.5)
Some Col. (Polytechnic, ete.) 3(2.9) 7(6.7)
Completed College 10(9.5) 10(9.5)
Some University 2(1.) 2(1.9)
Completed University 35(33.3) 10 (9.5)
No Information 1(1.0) 2(1.9)
TOTAL 105 (100) 105(100)
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Table 7: Occupations of the parents of the delinquents

Occupation Father
-

Major Group O (professional, technical . managers, 29

admuinistrators, and related workers)

Major Group 1 (clencal officer, salesmen and related 25

Worker

Mazjor Group 2 (farmers, fishermen ters, lumber 20

men and related workers)

Mazjor Group 3 (workers in mines, quarry and relate 2

Workers)

Mazajor Group 4 (workers in operating transport business) 4

Mzor Group 5 (workers in operating ransport busingss) 11

Mazjor Group 6 (craftsman, factory operators and related 2

Occupanons)

Major Group 7 (manual workers and labourers) 3

2 r

Major Group 8 (senvicear dr‘l.:.t:d\\ orkers) 3

Mzjor Group 9 (otherworkersn.e.c. *and workersin 3

Occupanons unidentified or not reported)

NoInformation 3

Total 103

*Not

elsewhere C‘..LV;. fied

: Nature of offences leading to committal to the
approved school

Table 8

Natureof offences Number
of delinquent
Stealing 40
Disobedience (beyond parental control) M4
Arson 4
Wazndenng 19
Assault 9
Nead for care and protection
Wilful damage

Murder/Manslaughter
ape

Football hooligans

Dangerto animals

Suicidal Acts

Drug Abuse

No Information

i 1o

3
1
1
1

4

0
DISCUSSION

During their stay in the approved school, normally lasting 3
years, emphasis s placed on character building, vocational

% of Total Mother *eofToc

27.6 13 124

237 48 ARy

19.0 9 =

19 ~ 1.9

18 0 4

105 0 8

1.9 7 bt

> 9 7 67

2.9 16 152

29 3 29

29 0 Q

100 105 100
compulsonly leam a trade in the school before he i
discharged. These vocational courses prepare the hovs for
Government Trade Test Examinations.

T_h: finding in this study should b interprerad
C»_lu_tlotjlsl_\' agamst the background of the followine
limuations: (1) the lack of a comtrol group (1) hminad
validity of the instrument used and au) the
representativeness of the sample in that the patern may be
difterent if the study were to cardad out in ar wother ;\::' ot

northern Nigena.

The delu nquent subjects we
eportad ina previous case-co
borstal in sot LtH\\ cstem Nigonaus
About 30% of the dq m\l.x“.: R
between the age >sof 15t 17 Vo
the ages of 12 to14 vears. The d
because some

above 17

.\

stdy was
LN . -
=T W Oohheen

1
1

1 Lu..“

> influenual parents w
cars) chil

SOl P ‘\\:" \ ’\;
}
13441 k'“‘ 114 '.“LZ“‘.“:

OVer-agad
arrange to hay

e m deal
dren < them dealt wath

under the lc_\‘s stringent Chi i. ’n v:ﬁ. Young persons' tan ™
The children are consequently remandad in a borsts U ‘
than a prison. The former being less Mgmatmg for the
amuly and its living conditions are humane. * AR *:" t""'\‘
of the fathers of the subjects had had uriversiy aducation,
;md more than half were in white-collar jobs (Tables o and

v oy

10T {rvss s rh

L R N

). Ifthis explanation were true, then it would
lJ\\> were not being stnetly appliad et

l\l\-\

o north s n
WOAST

1] LRy ~ > . : i - t‘ S
training, intellectual development (education), and  (he country. Thix observation was re-echoad 10 artie

5 - = ) ) L o - J- . - . NS NN (RN YRS S0 4 Tt
n;xgu)u,s activities. In some cases, juveniles may be captioned Do not commut over-aead o 1“ ~ Bor \‘, :
sl epdia fYapic ; " e ] e G5 NS i

released after 9 months slay in the insutution (but this 1s Institution’ Pll‘n‘ll\h\‘d n a2 nattonal daly new e, T : he
subject to good behaviour). Every trainee " 1 = R Aaiil o N

) . = anee mmate 1 - \ R 2 -

) e must gmplication ot having a muntue ot voung  and old
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delinquents i a borstal home is the tendency for the older,
more experienced,  delinquents to turther harden  the
voungerchildren. The presence of these older groups makes
it ditticult to compare our sample with those in institutions
in Britain and the United States of America where they are
more likely to adhere to the stipulations of their laws as
cited at the beginning of this paper. Therefore, it is
extremely important for the authorities to be stringent in the
implementation and application of the law related to
delinquency.

About 66.6% of the study sample went to school beyond
primary school level. a figure that is higher than the 30%
recorded in southwestern Nigeria using similar
instrument.”” A previous study’ reported a much lower
figure of 10% of their delinquent sample went to school
bevond primary school level.

About 69% of the parents of the delinquent sample in
this study had secondary school education and above. The
findings also suggest the differences in the operational
definition of education in this study and previous studies.
The levels of education of the delinquent children
considered were not their level of education prior to their
incarceration into the institution.

There was no Quranic pupil in the institution at the time
of the study. The socio-cultural dynamics of northern
Nigeria encourage traditional Islamic education.
According to Hake, " almost all Moslem parents in northern
Nigeria are in favour of Quranic schools because Islam and
Arabic are taught there. The parents feel that the Mallams
of the Quranic schools are better than many public schools
teachers, being more honest, trustworthy and devoted to
their work. The Mallams teach morality and religion.

Lagos 2004

2. Children and Young Persons Law Cap; Cap 26 The Laws of the
Borno State of Nigeria 1993.

3 British Children and Young Persons Act (eds). Oxford Text
Book of Psychiatry (sccond edition). Oxford University Press
1969: pp 906908,

4. Cowic J, Cowic V, Slater E (eds). Delinquency in Girls.
Heinemann, London 1968: pp 639,657, 716.

5. Davidoff I, Joetzel ES. The Child Guidance Approach to
Juvenile Delinqueney, New York: Child Care Publication 1951,

6. Odejide AO, Asuni T, Ojesina JO. Professional Characteristics
of the Delinquent Children inan Approved School. Afr ) Psychiat
1980, 0:2329.

7. Odejide AO, Toye SA.A survey of the Inmates of o Remand
Home in [hadan. NigJ Pacdiatr 1976; 3:5256.

4. Opunlest AO. Paper dehivered atthe National Conference on
Prorties on Mental THealth and Neuro-sciences Rescarch in
Nigenas 1990's 2,000 A.D. held at the Neuro-psychiatrie
Hospital, Aro, Abeokuta and sponsored by the Neuro-psychiatne
Hospital, Aro and WHO Multi-site Research Group (1 A" 17" July,

1. Sections 30 Criminal Code Act; 2 C. Y. P. L. Cap C.10 Laws of

Quranic pupils (popularly known as “Almajirai” in the
North) tend to express their overt behaviour through ll?c last
two definitions of juvenile delinquency under the *Children
and Young Persons Law (1993)”. 7 A child who becomes a
beegar or wanders, due to socio-cultural reasons or other
connections could not be termed a delinquent in the proper
sense of the concept.

This does not necessarily mean that this type of

cducation protects delinquency. There could be the factor of

social class bias in that the mentors of the Quranic scho'ol
pupils could not afford the cost of placement of these pupils
in the Borstal Institution. Further study in othcr'pans of
northern Nigeria is necessary to study the possible role
played by Quranic Pupils (Almajirai) in delinquency.

Over one quarter of the delinquent, children were from
broken home in this sample. Their parcnts were divorced,
widowed, separated, deceased or they had unmarried
mothers. Previous studies "' also reported association
between delinquency and broken home.

The ethnic distribution of the parents of the delinquents
was predominantly Hausa-Fulani ethnic group as expected.
The institution is located in Kaduna, the former regional
capital of northern Nigeria, where this ethnic group is
predominant.

CONCLUSION

Previous studies also reported association between
delinquency and hooliganism. """ and zoo-sadism " This
finding suggests that new forms of delinquent behaviour are
emerging among children in northern Nigeria. The
explanations could be the growing interest in football
among youths in Nigeria and the effects of violence on
television on these children.
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