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ABSTRACT

In view of the increasing cost of education the persistent phenomenon of school dropout has be-
come a constant worry to all stakeholders. The focus of this paper was fo assess the trend of basic
school dropout in Amansie West, a predominantly rural district in Ghana and to further determine
the main causes and policy implications of the phenomenon in the district. Analysis of the data re-
vealed « dowmward irend in the dropout rates. At the primary school level, the dropout rate re-
duced from 5.4 percent in 1998/99 to 4.5 percent in the year 2000/01. At the Junior Secondary
School (JSS) level, the dropout rate also reduced from 9.7 percent in 1998/99 to 6.7 percent in
2000/01. This trend was attributed to the diversification of the income sources of parents, which
enabled them to earn more income to take care of their wards in school. Further analysis of data
gathered revealed that about 45.4% of the parents of school dropouts in the district were extremely
poor with annual incomes less than ¢600,000. The views of all stakeholders of education in the
district confirmed that the causes of basic school dropout were mainly poverty related. In view of
the strong inverse relationship between rates of school dropout and income levels it is recom-
mended that pro-poor programmes be initiated and implemented in order to increase enrolment
and retention of children in school for the ultimate benefits of public investinent in education to be
derived.

Keywords: Basic Education, Dropout, Poverty,

. the key to socio-ecconomic betterment and devel-
Enrolment, Retention

opment of both the individual and the state.

INTRODUCTION

The increasing demand for cducation and the
considerable efforts made by people, both indi-
vidually and collectively to obtain education is
due to the widely held belief that education is

Research has proved that there is a positive sta-
tistical correlation between literacy and average
per capita income of developing countrics
(Kunfaa, 1991). According to Conable (1989),
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without education, development will not occur.
In view of this it is often alleged that a country
that fails to kecp its children in school till
graduation or full complction of their courscs of
study is bound to fail in the execution of its du-
tics.

The proper cducation of children is of major
concern today in Ghana. This concern extends
from the highest governmental level to District
Assemblics and to parents. Consequently consid-
crable financial resources are committed to the
development of cducation annually. According
1o the 2002 Budget Statement the total allocation
to the Ministry of Education was ¢1,800 billion,
representing 70 percent of the total allocation to
the social services sector (Daily Graphic, 2002)

In recognition of the strong relationship between
poverty and access to cducation the Ghana gov-
crnment in its long term educational policy
stated that basic cducation shall be free and com-
pulsory to all children of school going agc
(Vision 2020). Basic cducation forms a critical
component of Ghana’s Highly Indebted Poor
Countries (HIPC) initiative and the Ghana Pov-
erty Reduction Strategy (GPRS) that are cur-
rently being implcmcnlcd (GPRS, 2001). One of
the ObJCCIIVCS stated in the above documents on
.education is “increasing the in-school retention
rate at all levels of cducation, particularly among
females”. The educational system is supposed 10
retain in school all who enrol till graduation but
this is not often so. The purpose of this study
was 1o determine the Basic School Dropout ratc
in the Amansic West District of the Ashanti Re-
gion and to establish the main causcs of the phe-
nomenon.

Statement of Problem

Basic Education refers to the level of cducation
in any country that constitutcs thc foundation
stage offered to all children (Commonwealth
Sccretariat, 1991). Children in Ghana start pri-
mary school with the hope of staying in school
until they write their basic school certificate ex-

amination at the end of JSS form three. However
not all these children arc able to coniinue up 10
the end of the JSS. Some leave school prema-
turcly.

Dropout ratcs in the country remained high at 20
percent for boys and 30 percent for girls at the
Primary school level. At the JSS the dropout
stood at 15 percent for boys and 30 percent for
girls in 2000/2001. In onc district in the north,
dropout rates for boys and girls were 74 percent
and 83 percent respectively (GPRS, 2001). T his
situation is very prevalent in rural communitics
where many of the inhabitants arc victims of -
poverty. The Amansic West District of the
Ashanti Region is not spared from this problem
of children dropping out of school.

According to thc Medium Term Development
Plan of the Amansic West District (1996), the
basic school dropout rate was 10 pereent in
1995. This meant that for every 100 children in
school that particular year, ten of them dropped
and did not proceed to the next class. This fevel
of dropout was attributed to parcntal ignorance
of the importance of education among other fac-
tors. Such ignorance is alleged to lead to inade-
quate support for the children to stay in school.

However given the level of sensitisation, this
assertion could not be the main cause of school
dropout. It is thereforc anticipated that the levels
of poverty could be an overriding factor in the
determination of the level of school dropout.

Study Objectives and Methodology

The study was aimed at achieving the following

objectives.

1. To determine the trend of school dropout
rates in the Amansic West District.

2. To ascertain the main causcs of school drop-
out in the district.

3. To dctermine the policy 1mp11cauons of
school dropouts.
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The study covered the trend of schoel dropouts
at the Basic School, that is, from Primary school
class one to Junior Secondary School form three.
Data needed for the study was collected from
both primary and secondary sources. The first
part of the study was devoted to a review of the
relevant literature. Data on school enrolment
(from 1998/99 to 2001/2002) were also collected
from the District Edication office in the district.
Questionnaires- were designed and used in thc
collection of primary, dala :

Seventeen schools were selected randomly from
a list of 148 schools for the collection of detailed
data on school dropouts including their numbers
and whereabouts, reasons for dropping out etc.
The total numbers of dropouts for each class in
the selected schools were used together with the
enrolments to determine the dropout rates for
cach class. Fifty school dropouts and twenty-two

“parents of school dropouts were randomly sc-
lected and interviewed.

Characteristics of the Amansic West Distict

The Amansie West District is located in the
South Western part of the Ashanti Reglon It
~ 'shares a common boundary -on its western gt
~ with the Atwima District. It is beunded to the

‘north by the Bosomtwe-Atwima-Kwawoma Dis-
trict, while a regional boundary separates it from
the Central and Western Regions in the southern
most part. The district falls within latitudes 60°

- 05" N and 60° 35" N and longitudes 10° 40" W

and 20°.05” W. It covers an area of about 1,364
km? and forms about 5.4% of the total land arca
.of the Ashanti Reglon

: 'Accordmg to the 2002 populahon census the
district had a population of 108,273 in the year
2000 which was madc up of 49.1 percent males

and 50.9 females. The District is predominantly -

rural because only one town, Manso Atwere, had

population above 5000 people. A large. propor- -

tion of the district’s population hvc m small
farming commumtlcs T

Most of the people in the district are engaged in
agriculture -and mining. -Agriculturc alonc cm-
ploys about 70 percent of the economically ac-
tive population. The service sector cmploys.
about only 2.2 percent of the labour force.. The
district can therefore be déscribed as prcdoml-
nantly rural and depending mainly on primary
production.

Mining is the second largest contributor to the
district’s. economy employing about 22 pereent
of the labour force. They are involved in both
legal and illegal operations. Industrial activitics
in the district are limited. They arc mainly cot-
“tage industrics like weaving, palm oil extraction,
“akpeteshie” distilling, charcoal burning and gari

, proccssmg

The. Conetpt of School Dropout

Accordmg to Brlmcr and Pauli (1971) a dropout
14 déﬁned as-a person who leaves school before
"the end of the final year of the education stage in”

“which he or she is enrolled, Dropout rate is the

percentage -of pupils or students who ~leave
school before completing a grade or a particular
‘level of education (UNESCO, 1987). '

It is alleged that those who dropout are not likely
to have strengthened basic literacy and nu-
meracy to the point where it becomes resistant to
forgetting (Brimer and Pauli; :1971). It is now
known that those who drop out in the carly years
of schooling arc much more likely to rclapse into
illiteracy than those who complete the cycle -

School Enrolment and School Dropout Cases
The district has ninety-eight primary schools,
fifty Junior Sccondary Schools and three Senior
Sccondary Schools. The schools have been di-
vided into seven -educational circuits and thesc
are Adagya I and IT, Manso L II, IIL, IV, and V.

The Primary and Junior Secondary Schools are

fairly evenly distributed within the district. Thus -
in terms of physical access to schools, the dis-
trict is fairly well endowed. \
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Enrolment at the pnmary school level “was

16,877 as at the beginning of the 200142002 aca-
demic. year. Of this figure 8,980 (53.2 percent)
were males and 7,897 (46.8 percent) were. fe-
males: The average number of pupils per class
was 33, but this varies comsiderably depending
on the community. About 87 percent of the pri-
mary schools require major rehabilitation and 78
percent do not have permanent structures.

- Enrolment at the- Junior Secondary School level
at the beginning of the 2001/2002 academic year
.as recorded by the Ghana Education Service of
the Amansie West was 4,829 comprising of 58.5
‘percent males and 41 5 percent females.

The total enrolment for the entire district has
been  increasing . since the 1997/98 -academic
_year. The enrolment increased from 14,875 in
1997/98 to 16,877 in 2001/2002 academic years
showing an increase of 13.5 percent over the
period. This indicates that the educational' cam-
~ paigns organized by the district authorities have
~gone down well with the people and as such

- their perception about the 1mponance of educa- '

tion was changmg

The proporuon of males to the entire eénrolmenit
“was between 53 percent and 54.3 percent over
the five-year period and that of females was be-
‘tween 45.7 percent and 47 percent over the same
~ period. This shows that male enrolment at the

primary school exceeded that of females over .

the period.

The enrolment at the JSS level increased from
4,024 in 1997/98 to 4,829 in 2001/2002 re-
. cording an increase of 19.98 percent. Males con-
stituted between 56.2 percent and 58.5 percent
of the eritire enrolment while females constituted
between 41.5 percent and 43.8 percent of enrol-
ment at the JSS level. Like the primary level, the
~ proportion of males exceeded that of females at
the JSS level. However the sex ratio at the pri-
mary was better than that of the JSS, which is an
indication that retention of the girl child in

" Total 5.1 5‘.8154'48

school from primary through to ihe JSS was still -
aproblem.

Increase in enrolment of females has been attrib-
uted to the efforts- of the “Girl Child Education
Unit” in the district in educating parents on the
need to send their female children to school.
Overall increase in enrolment has also been at-
tributed to a general increase in the number of
children of school going age. However, analysis
of the data showed that other factors contributed
to the increasing enrolment and retention.

As indicated in table 1 below the highest dropout

occurred in class four for males at the primary
school level. It was 8.3 percent, 8.5 percent and

6.9 percent for the 1998/99, 1999/2000 and

2000/2001 academic - years respectively and

these were all in class four. However the dropout
rate for females was highest in class five, The -
female dropout rates in class five over the period

were 9.7 percent, 6.7 percent and 6.9 percent for

1998/99, 1999/2000 and 2000/2001 acadcmlc :
years respectively.

Table I: Dropout Rates in Percen\tages
° (Primary.School Level)
199899 1999/2000 20002001

M F T M F T M F T,

128 49 39 37 41 39 26 18 21
247 40 4441 31 36 38 52 45
347 36 42 44 53 4854 59 54
4 83 75 80 85 72 79 69 38 53
55197 71 61 37 50 69 69 69
6 49 63 ‘5.5‘!3.4 45 38 32 22 28

046 48 48 42 45

Source: Field Sutvey, April 2002

70 journal of science and technology, volume 25, no. 1, 2005



School Dropout in Ghana

Brazmah and Odoru- Ofori -

At the Junior Secondary School level, the high-

est rates of dropouts for both males and females

were registered in form two whilst the lowest

was recorded in form three. The dropout rates in

form two over the period were 11.5 percent, 9.3

percent and 10.1 percent for 1998/99, 1999/2000
and 2000/2001 academic years respectively, The
female dropout rate is gencrally higher than that
of males. In 1999/2000 and 2000/2001, 10:5 per-
cent and 11.8 percent of the females dropped out
respectively compared with 8.3 percent and 8.5
percent for the males during the same period.

The total dropout rate at the Junior Secondary -
School level had also fallen form 9.7 percent in

1998/99 to 6.7 percent in 1999/2000 and
2000/2001. Table 2 shows the dropout rates for
the various classes at the JSS level within the
- study period.

Table 2: Dropout Rates in Percentage
(Junior Secondary School Level)

Form 1998/99 1999/2000. 2000/2001
"M F 'T. M F T M . F T
T 125 101 11.5 71..99 66 69 48 60
Z-126 10 1L5 83 105 /93 85 118 101
3 .53 53 53 30 58 4443 17 32

Total 10.5 87 97 63 72 67 67 6.6 67

Source: Field Survey, April 2002

‘The dropout rates for the entire basic schools (i.
. both primary and JSS) from 1998/99 to
2000/2001 were 6.9 percent, 5.4 percent and 5.2
percent respectively. This indicates that the
dropout rates have been falling since the
1998/99 academic -year. The trend of dropout
figures at the basic school level is thus very en-
couraging and efforts should be stepped up to
sustain the decline in order to improve upon the
retention of children in school.

Four batches of Junior Secondary School stu-
dents who entered form one and completed form
three were studied to find out the rate of drop-
outs in-every batch of students. This was done
for all the eight Junior Secondary Schools sam-
pled. These batches were those of 1996/97-

1998/99, 1997/98 1999/2000 1998/99-.
2000/2001, and 1999/2000-2001/2002.

The figures revealed that the highest number of
student dropouts for both males and females in -
all the batches of students occurred in form two.. -
The dropout rates as presented in table 3 were
13.6 percent, 10.7 percent, 10.5 percent and 13.
percent for females in the 1996/97-98/99,
1997/98-99/2000,  1998/99-2000/2001 - and
1999/2000-2001/2002 batches respectivély. Fe-'
male dropoui rates exceeded those of males at
the JSS level.

‘The total dropout rates (both males and females)y

for the four batches (from 1996/97 to

2001/2002) were 18.8 percent, 15.26 percent,

21.60 percent and 20.79 percent. Thus for a
batch of students to pass through Junior Secon-
dary School form one to form three, between
14.6 percent and 22.7 percent of the male stu-
dents would have dropped out of school. Simi-
larly, between 16.1 percent and 20.6 percent of
the female students would have dropped out of
school. Thus for an entire batch of Junior Secon-
dary School students to finish form three, be-
tween 15.2 percent and 21.6 percent of the stu-
dents would have dropped out of school. The
details are indicated in table 3.

Characteristics of Dropouts

The academic performance of 82.6 percent of
the dropouts interviewed was above average.
Only 17.4 percent of the dropouts had their aca-
demic performance below average. This indi-
cates that many of‘them did not abandon school
due to poor academic performance.

Sponsors/Guardians o f Dropouts

The role of guardians in reducing basic school
dropout cannot be over emphasized. In addition
to the financial support, children at that level
need effective guidance to develop physically,

“morally and mentaily.

The data presented in,ta_b'le 4 indicate that moth-
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Table 3:. Drop-Out Rates (Batches of JSS Pupils)

96/97 -- 98/99

97/98 —99/00

98/99 - 00/01 99/00 - 01/02

Form M F. T M F T M F T M F T
I1SS1 24 43 34 05 06 05 125 101 114 71 60 6.1
JS$2 - 85 136 110 121 107 115~ 83 105 93 96 13 113
1883 83 57 70 30 52 41 43 17 32 51 34 44
Total 173 203 188 146 161 20.7

152 227 20+ 216 209 . 20

Source: Field Survey, April 2002 ~

ers alone formed the highest number of sponsors
(44" percent) of the school dropouts. Fathers
_-sponsored about 32 percent of the entire drop-
- outs interviewed whilst grand parents sponsored

20-percent. Those sponsored by both parents’

were only about 4 percent. This indicates that it
is' very important for both parents to support
their children in school as their little efforts put
together can have a great impact. Single parents
find it very difficult caring for their children in
school especially when they happen to .be fe-
males. Given the fact that poverty among fe-
males in-Ghana is twice as much-as males and
the high proportion of female guardians whose

Table 4: Sponsors of School Dropouts - -

Sponsors ~ Number = %

" Father only 16 32
Mother only 22 C 44
Both Parents 2 4
Grand Parénts 10 - 20

Total 50 100

Source: Field Survey, April 2002 -

wards dropped out of school, there appears to be
a strong link between. poverty and school drop--
. out. S '

Out of the 68.2 percerit of the parents who were
married, only 31.8 percent of them ‘were still-
married to either the biological father-or mother

of the school dropouts. The remaining 68.2 per-
cent had remarried. This means that many of the

dropouts were not staying with both biological
parents and this could have been the reason why
their (i.c. the children) welfare especially 'in
terms of support for their education was not pri-
ority. Also 13.6 percent of the parents werc wid-
owed whilst 18.2 percent were divorcees. There-
forc a total of 31.8 percent of the parents inter-
viewed were single. Single parenthood has its
own problems. Control over children becomcs
difficult and often results in the children becom-

- ing truants. Single parents also find it difficuilt to

cater for their children financially.

Background of Parents of School Dropouts

About 27.3 percent of the parents of the school
dropouts had no formal education. The same
proportion left school during or after primary .
school. Thus in all as many as 54.6 percent of
the parents of school dropouts had no certificate
of formal education. These two categories may
not see the need to ensure that their children re-
main in school since they themselves had little

~orno experience in education themselves.

Income Levels of Parents of School Dropouts

. As many as 63.6 percent of the parents of drop-

outs interviewed were subsistent farmers, 13.6
percent were  petty traders whilst 22.8% werc

" engaged in mining or menial jobs. As indicated

in Table 5 below, 45.4 percent of the parents-of
the school dropouts -earn less than ¢50,000 (or ¢
600,000 a year). These parents may be ¢lassified
as-extremely poor since their incomes arc less
than the extreme poverty line-of ¢700,000 stated
in the GPRS (2003). Furthermore as many as
72.7 percent of ‘the parents interviewed carned -
incomes below ¢100,000 a month or ¢1,200,000
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a ycar which is just a little more that the 900,000 '
upper limit of poverty in Ghana. With such low
incomes parents find it extremely difficult to:

cater for the basic needs of their families and at
the same time care for children in school. With
such an income it is evident that children’s basic
needs such as uniform, books and furniture may
not be met. The fact that majority of the parents
of the dropouts are extremely poor-is a-clear in-

dication that poverty is the main causc of school

Table:S:  Income Level of Parcnts of School
Drop outs
Monthly Income Number Of o,
in ¢000 . Parents ’
0-49 10 454
50 ~99 ' 6 27.3
100 — 149 6 273
150 - 200+ 0 0.00

Source: Field Survey, April 2002

dropout in the district. This fact was corrobo-
rated by the views of the stakeholders on the
causes of school dropouts in the district.

Analysis of the Causes of School Dropouts

All stakeholders of the educational sector in the
district including the Ghana Education Service
identified the main cause of school dropouts to

be poverty. The school authorities (i.c. headmas- .

ters and teachers) also indicated that financial
problems due to poverty were the main causes of
school dropouts: The -school dropouts them-
sclves attributed the cause of their dropping out

‘of school mainly to financial problems faced by

their parents.

Out of the seventy-seven people interviewed
(that s, fifty dropouts and twenty-two parents of
dropouts), 60 percent ascribed the cause of drop-
out to poverty, 15.6 percent attributed it to lack
of parental care, 10 percent attributed it to paren-
tal ignorance and 6.5 percent associated it with
broken homes. The remaining 7.9 percent as-

cribed lhc causes of dropeut 10 truancy, peer
group pressure, poor academic. performance,

poor school infrastructure, mining activitics and
teenage pregnancy. The implications of the vari-
ous causes of school dropouts in the district arc
analysed as follows: "

Financial Problems, Includmg Poverty on thc' ,
Part of Parcents :
Absolutc poverty exists in many communities in,
the District. Most of the ¢éfforts and ¢oncern of
the people were directed towards the satisfaction
of the basic means of survival. Many parents
found it difficult to meet the basic necessities of
life due to the low levels of their incomes. Many

‘of the adult population .are involved in subsis-

tence agriculture. They produce’ food crops and
other raw materials, which have lower prices on
the market. They also depend on natural weather
conditions for cultivation. Unfavourable weather
conditions affcet production. Duc to these cir-
cumstances many- parents arc not able to pur-
chase basic school items for their children and
pay their school fees. Once these basic needs are
absent, children loose interest in going to school,
and eventually dropout of school.

Inadequate parental care was cited at a cause of
school dropout that could be traced or linked to
the level of poverty. Some parents are not able to
care for their wards due. to povetty. or financial
problems. These children often stop schooling.
Some men also neglect their wives and children.
These children are left at a very tender age in the
care of their mothers alone. Caring for the chil-

~dren in school becomes a problem and they

eventually dropout of school.

Broken Homes

Broken homes occur through divorce or death of
a parent. Divorce or death of one parent leaves
the other as a single parent. Many of the single
parents intcrviewed found it difficulty to cater
for their children in school duc to the financial
problems that they -have. Thus thcir children

‘eventually drop out of school.
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Unsuitable School Eniifonmcnt
This particular cause includes inadequate teach-

crs, poor school infrastructure and the fear of

teachers. The number of teachers both trained
and untrained is inadequate, The remote commu-

nities face the greatest problem with several

classes being combined under the supervision of
one teacher. Absentecism on the ‘part of both
teachers and pupils is also very common in the
rural arcas. At times for a whole week, there will
not be any lessons taught in these classes. This
reduces the interest of the children in school.

" The absence of teachers in some of these schools
causes pupils to dropout of school. '

Some of the schools also have poor infrastruc-
ture that is not attractive to the school going
children. In some schools, children have to leave
the classroom for home anytime therc are signs
of rain. Some children get scared of very severe
-punishment (including corporal punishment) by
teachers and school prefects. They therefore find
the school environment unfriendly and so prefer
staying out.of school.

Poor Academic Performance

Pupils/students at times drop out of school in the
district due to poor academic performance. Poor
academic performance was attributed to s many
causes. Inadequate teachers, teaching and leamn-

ing materials and absentecism by both teachers -

and pupils are some of the causes of poor aca-
demic performance. Dug to pressure at home and
other activities after school, some children are
not able to find time to learn and so they end up
.with poor academic performance. Unfortunately
parents, teachers and. their fcllow pupils often
chastise and/or tease those children. with poor
academic performance instead of helping them.
They thercfore prefer leaving school to learn
some trade. Some parents also compound this
situation by not caring very well for such chil-
dren in school. They take it to be waste of
moncy-and resources. -

Mining Activities

Illegal . mining activities popularly called
“Galamsey” has been cited as a factor influenc-
ing school dropout-in the District. It is claimed
that some students, especially those at the JSS
level leave school 1o engage in these illegal min-
ing activities so as to get quick money. Some of
the dropouts interviewed gave the impression
that it was better to engage in mining activitics
to“earn income than wasting three ycars at the

‘ id,?)S especially if one was academically weak.
2 ' ~ '

Al;l‘ruancy and Peer Group Influence

Due to" the poor control. exercised by parents
over their children, some children become stub-
born and refuse to listen to the advice of both
parents and teachers. Such children often do not
respect teachers and at times have some confron-
tation with them. Due to this behaviour, they do
not find it interesting being in school. Some of
these children leave school to join their friends:
to do menial jobs in citics such as Kumasi and
Accra to-garn some money. '

Teenag,e Pregnancy ,

Teenage pregnancy was cited as orre other cause
of school dropouts in the district. In the Amansie
West District, -particularly in the communities

- studied, teenage pregnancy was a minor cause of

school dropouts.

Recommendations and Conclusion - »
The study revealed some positive trends in terms
of increasing enrolment and declining basic
school dropouts in the study arca. This was at-
tributed to increased income as a result of diver-
sification of income sources of parents.

The study also established that since majority: of
the parents of the dropouts (i.c. 45. 4%) could be
classified as “extremely poor, it could be con-
cluded that poverty was the main cause of school
dropout in the district. This asscrtion was con-
firmed by the views of all the stakeholders of the
educational scctor in the district who were inter-
viewed. Therefore if enrolment is to be incrcased

74 journal of science and technology, volume 25, no. 1, 2005



School Dropout in Ghana

Braimah and Odoru-Ofori

and the downward trend of school dropout main-

tained then the poverty levels of parents need to

be reduced. The following recommendatxons are
made to address these needs

Poverty Reduction Initiatives

The District Assembly in collaboration with
other organisations should endeavour to design
and implement relevant pro-poor programmes
and projects to reduce poverty in the district.
Pro-poor programmes that would enable the
poor to take up other off-season small-scale in-
come generating ventures such.as mushroom
production, snail and grass cutter rearing, food
processing, etc. could enable parents to earn

more income. This is based on the assumption

that when parents get additional income they

will be in a better position to care for their wards

in school.

Sustenance of Educational Campaigns
Whilst implementing pro-poor programimes the
District’s Education directorate in conjunction

with other agencies should continue with the

regular campaigns in the various communities to
educate parents, guardians and the entire com-
munities to deepen the awareness of the need for
.- education. This will make parents place the edu-

cation of their chlldrcn among their top priori-
ties. ‘

‘School Based Counselling

Counselling groups should be established in al-
most all the schools in the district by school au-
thorities. This group should comprise of teach-
ers, parents, some pupils/students and opinion
leaders. They should interact regularly with pu-
pils and students to make them aware of the
_need to stay in school.. Also, the group should
explain. and demonstrate the dangers associated
with' truancy and peer group pressure/influence
to the children

Provision of Better School Infrastructure and
Teachers

The stakeholders of basic education in the dis-
trict including the Districi Assembly and the
various communities should continue to improve
upon school infrastructure. Dilapidated school
structurés should be repaired. More school li-
braries should be provided and stocked with
reading materials. School workshops should also
be provided in some of the schools in the dis-
trict. Sporting items and equipments and furni-
ture should also be provided. More teachers
should also be provided. The District Assembly
should sponsor more teacher trainees in colleges
so that after graduation they could be bonded
and posted to teach in the district for some tim¢

Support for Needy Pupils
The District Assembly and the District Educa-
tion Directoratc in collaboration with some

"NGOs should endeavour to identify and support

genuinely needy students. The establishment of .
an effective educational endowment fund to.
raise funds to care for needy children and also
provide the needed facilities. in the various
schools in the district is one strategy to kcep the

- needy children in.school.

Strengthening of Parent Teacher Assoclatlon

(PTA)

The Parent Teacher Association in the various

communities should be cncouragcd to ensurc a

constant interaction between parents and teach- -
ers in various schools and communities. This

will cnable teachers discuss issues affecting -
school children with their parents or guardians.
Also unnecessary charges levied by schools as

PTA dues, should be rationalised. It is expected

that if the issues. raised as recommendations arc

considered it will go a long way to reduce fur-

ther the school dropout rate in the Amansic West -
District.
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