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ABSTRACT

Throe gl me comscientious sirategic polley orfentation, rural women In the Kossena-Namkani Diverict
are making u percepiible impact on household poverty reducilon In their domuin. They de it
through their engagement bn non-farm economic activities. O the basis of @ number of painters,
the results of this research shov that nan-farm small enterprises activities constitute major sources
of emplapment and income genecation fo rueal women from which they make o conrribution fo
fousehold expenditnre, The riral wamen entrepreneurs are able fo suppart the provision of busic
holvehold needs and the development of yustainable household Heelifoed systems. Therough thar,
industrious womern are able fo galn social recognition and respect of the houselold and community
levels. To improve the sifuation and optimise the contribution of rural women to household poverty
reduction, the study recorumends the promotion of kon-farm based employment for rural women,

Key Words: Paverin Non-jarm Micem
Frterpriver. Rural Women, Entreprenims.

INTRODUCTION

Mamority of the wordd’s poor are rural and depend
fargely on agnculural and other nuural resource-
based activitbes. Statistics indicate that 1.2 hillion
poople worldwide are m dollar poverty, conswming
kzss than avdollar a day, Of the dolkar poor, 75 percent
of them work and Tive m the rural arees (IFAD,
2001: p.15). Poverty meductson programmes must,
thercfore, be focussed an the rural poor if they are
to succeed, Non-farm enterprise promotion is
paramoont in the poverty reduction endeavours,
Roferring to these non-farm gnterprises as
“industrial emerprises” i o study of poverty in the
Upper-West Region of Ghana, Songsore and
Denkabe obscrved thot these activities were
“indispensable for the sufficient village-hasged
coonmmibes of the wren” (Sunusoss misd 20455bs,
1995: p 41)

In Ghara, poverty s characterised by low incomes,
malnutrition, 3l bealth, illiteracy and insecurity. There

ts also a senso of powerlessness, isolation and
exciusion (Dinve, 2002). Statistics on poverty
rechction i Gihana during the lase docade witnesspd
o considerable chanpe and progress. Overall
poverly in the country decreased from 52 percent
in 199E-02 to 40 pércent in 1998-99, Extreme
poverty, referred to as including individunls unable
o micet the minimum of basie and non-basic food
needs, also declingd (rin 36 3 percent to 26,8
porcent over the period (Rep of Ghana 2002, The
reductions in povarty worg concentrated in Accra
and the forest localities whilst the proportion of the
population defined as poor increased during the
period for the rural savanmah of Northesn Ghana
of which the Kassena-Nankana Disteict is o part

i Fagune 3},

The Issue
PFoverty in the Kasscna-Nankana District manifests
itself m a number of dimensions, Low agricultural
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production and aftendant bow meomes manifess i
a chronic “scasonal humpger’ that 15 buskl info the
pattern of life of the people. Unmet food and
putrition needs of houscholds are common and
result in under nutrition i children, pregnant women
and lactating mothers, which leed 1o poor health
conditions. Studies in the district indicate that
Froten Encrgy Mabutrition (PEM) 18 rampan as
reflective of anacmia being a leading cause of
morhidity (KNDA, 1996). Widespread nutritional
adversity in the disirict exacerbates the mortality

mmpact of infectious discase (NHRC, 1999), While
this 15 the case, there i low coonomie pooessibility
to bio-medical bealth services owing to low incomes
aming the populace (Binka et al, 1994). lneracy
among the population 1z lgh and m its gender
dimension mare pronounced among women. In the
digtrict pro-natal cuftune strives and male chauvimsm
predominates, so that poverty is not gender neutral

Hleportedly, wouisn are often among the poorest
of the poor due to ther pender related vumerability
“tadwan, [995) In the fistrct, svch vabnerability
- Hlects in ther lack of ownership and lomited access
to the most importact capital in thess agranan
econnmicy owing o patrarchal cultural vahses

Husbands therefore, cxercise decision-making
powers and esablish their supenonty oves thair
spousal counterparts in the economic and social
domains of hife (NHRC, 1999) As a corollary,
women mn the district hove lmated decision-making
influence in the management of houschold's
apricultural cuiput although thesr comtributions to
such outputs ane aften enormous

Research Agenda

Undisputedly, poverty in the Kassema-MWankano
Dhstrict b= chonmos i its proportion and constitubes
4 cage for consideration in the poverty seduction
cffiorts in Ghana, Many guestions, howeyver, remain
o be answered as (o the way forward and 1he
appropriate spproaches, Decentralization offirs the
oppartunity for participation of all segmentz of
society, including women in poverly reduction
activitics within the framework of Destrict
Development Planming and Management, o the
light of persistent widespread poverty, the pertinent
questions that need to be addressed include those
relafing to the pon-farm mdcrn-cntemriacs fhag
wioancd have long boon engaged i This s erucial
because of the underpriviloged position of wamen
notwathstanding the significam role that they can
and do play m poverty reduction. Do non-farm
cnterprise activities have a unility function in the

building of cconomsc prodocton capatilitzes of roml
women ontreprencurs in the  patriarchal
commuritbes such as those in the Kassena-Nankans
Distnet? How much are they producing and how
do apnculural production of these predommantly
agrarian househobds and the polibics of houselold
decision-making affect produchon of women's non-
farm micro-enerprises and welfare of houscholds!
Does such production contribute to houschold
poverty reduction and o what extent of =07 To
investpate these 1ssues, the study focossed on six
enterprses that mclude sheabutter extraction, “pro’
(loeal aleohol) bicwing, rce milling, restaorant
services, irade and poticry, The limitation: of the
stindy Mo six enterprises was for Two reasons: firstly,
the observation that the selecled enlerprises wene
common among rurml women: apd secondly, the
need to marrow the scope of the study to
msanageabhe Timits dependcnt on research resownce
crmatrants.

RESEARCH OBIECTIVES AND
METHODOLOGY

The objective of this paper iz o assess the utility of
nati-farm micrs enterprizes that rueal wonen
entreprencurs arg involved in, in terms of their
contnbuton 1o ecomomse. production and poverly
redioction at the howsshold level, Specifically. the
study sought to find out the following: (a) o assess
production levels of non-farm micro-cnterpriscs of
rural women entreprencurs within the hougchodd.
() b For] oot bmew honrsithoalid sgrricaliural presluction,
Az a major production gctivity of such agranan
socictics affect the development of nop-farm
eoterpriscs and vice wersa; and {cf to asscss the
ceairibution of women entreprencurs to houschodd
poverty reduction from therr non-farm micro-
enterprise production

The study combaned survey and case stiedy methods
of data collection and analysiz in the technical
degign. Interview schedules were particularly
adnunisterod to 294 rural women eitreprensurs in
the z=urvey through a combination of purpostve and
accidental sampling methods in four communites
— Punpgu, Chiana, Koloeo and Kandige (Figure 2)
The sample swze for the servey oxcoeds: the
mimimun sample size requircment by B% ar 90%
gonfidence level if minimum sample size required
{n} acoording to Saonders- o al (1997; p 412) s prven

b
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0= phonqlox 2= 529 x 48% x LGS 7= 2446 x 0. 109

where p% = proportion of rural female population
{34,761) between 15 and 65 years of age, g% =
proportion of rural female population outside 15-65
age bracket (66,704), 2 = 2 value corresponding to
9% confidence level (1,63); ¢% = accepiable
margin of error. which is 3% for this sample.
Population statistics on the district were derived
from Myarko et_al {1996). For case study methods,
group interviews were conducted and a scasonal
calendzr was adopied for leaders of two women
groups {one in Chiana and the other in Kandiga),
while focus group discussions were held with
traditional chiefs and ther councils of elders in the
four commiunitics

AN OVERVIEW OF THE CONCEPTS
Poverty: Definition and Measurement
Poverty is a condition or state of livelihood that can
best be defined by the accounts of those who
experience it (Deradosi, 2001: p.T). It refers to
cireumstances of defickency or lack of something
physical andfor miangible and amoantmg (0 a stals
of inferionity or bow sclf-csteen, It manifists itself
in various forms, which collectively or individually
impact negatively on the sufferers. It breeds apathy
and lethargy amongst them and prevents them from
realising their potential. The significant
manifestations of poverty include material
deprivation, lack of assets, isolation, valnerability,
lack of decision-making power, constraincd
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freedom of choice and opportunity in matters of
produstion, consumption, employment and socio-
political representation {Appiah, 2000: p 7).

In practice, cvidence of poverty 18 captuned based
om an array of indicators with reference to illiterney
and access to basic education, prevalence of
debilitating discases, life expectancy levels of
howsehold incomes, employment and access to basic
needs amongst others. On the basis of the single
indicators, the poor can be characterised for
instance in terms of designations such as the incoms
poar, the education poor and the health poor as the
case may be. Also a composite index can also be
obtained involving & combination of mdicators.

To obtain measures of poverly, two broad
approachcs are employed in the definition of poverty
< “refative” poverty and “absolute™ poverty. In this
regard, two poverty lines are applicd to the
distribution of standard of fhang measure(s).
Poverty dimensions arc concerned about the
censorad distribution of persons below the poverty
lmes. Absolute povesty is the mability to secure the
mimimum basic peeds for human survival aecording
to standards so fow that they ane nightly labelled as
beneath any concepi of human decency
{Scrageldin, 1989: 28), It is "a condition 30
charactensed by maloutrition, illiteracy, discass,
squalid surroundings, high infant mortality, and low
life expectancy as to be beneath any reasonable
definition of human decency”™ (Chambers, 1983
p-1). Relative poverty refers 1o the situation.
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whereby the mimimum basic needs for human
survival are barely met. Itis a standard measure of
deprivation by which people at the bofiom of society
whatever their lifestyles -are adjudged to be
disadvaniaged in companson with the natwm 45 4
whole Absolute and relative poverty are both
defined by lines sct in refation to average
expenditure and income or the cost of a bundle of
goods assuring basic consumption peeds.

There ase other definitins of poverty that attempt
@ hlend of the two conceptions. For instance, IFATY
{2001 - 19} state that, “'poverty can b seen as broad,
multdimensionail, parly subjective, vanable over
time, comgrising capabilitics as well as welfare, and
m part relative 1o local norms, compansons and
expeclations”. Poverty is a value judgement that i
not somicthing one can verify or demonstrate gxeepl
by inference and suggestion and even then with a
measure of error. To say who 18 poor 15 1o usc all
sorts of judgements. The concept has 1o be limited
by the purpose for which it is to serve by the
definition, Depending on whother poverty is
perceived m terms of absolute or relative deprivation
(Webster, | 984 p, 18}, the numbers classified as poor
will differ and so will the approsches required for
peverty reduction,

Gender and Poverty

The refationslip between gender and poverty 15 now
well established, TFAD {2001 28) notes that
“poverty is not gender newtral: women cnjoy less
aceess and contred over land, credst, technology,
education, health care and skilled work, Women
also suffer discrimination m pay and 0 acoess 10
land, legncies and credit. Though the evidence (in
most countrigs) does not suggest that women are
more consumption-poot than men, their control over
incom i certamly less. 113 based on mone menial
and less el Fdirectod work accompanicd by the
'doable day' of care for home and children, frequent
pregnancics and frequent child deaths”. Deriving
from the above, it &5 chear that the drsadvantage of
women stems from (he socic-cultural environments
that they find themselves. In relation to relative
deprivation, customary values and traditional
patcrnalistic life styles make women gradually slip
oul of mainstream sogial and economuc life vathin
the hewsehold almoss unneticeably.

Women in Non-Farm Micro Enferprises
Wamen enpgage in pon-farm micro-enterprise
activities that turn 1o fall within & range of
smallbiolder apro-processing and extraciive
industries, rural crafts and trade in the infirrmeal
sector. Aryeetey (20:00) stated that women whe
pse redimentery technologics and tedicus bl
patmoded tabour-intensive methods do prepare the
balk of lecally processed foods on the (hanaian
market, Women ariisans and traders ars
widespread and Involved in services such as
dressmaking, hairdressing and commerce

The definition of micro-enierprise or what may also
be reforred to as small-scabe industry differs in
eriteria and from country to country. The eriteria
range from the aumber of employees, level of
capital investment and turmover to the location of
the enterprise. The commonst crterion, however,
is often the number of people employed in the
cuterprise. In using the employee cnterion, Poppe
{1998) characterizes cottage and houschold
inchustries as emploving 1-9 persons and small-scale
indhestrics. He distinguishes between two forms of
nen-farm coterprises, namsly household based rural
industries and owner operated workshops, which
are both common in reral communities of Glana
Emplovment s¢ems to be the most imporiant
eriterion for classifving industines in Ghana The
standards are that industrics that emplay betwem
| ancl 29 persons are “small scale mdustries” while
those that employ between 30 and 200 persons ire
incdium-sized eaterprises, Micro-enterprises are
amall enterprise activities, which employ less than
5 persons and ownceship is in the main sole

proprictorship.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Production Levels of Rural Women
Enireprencurs

Women underiake non-farm enterprise activities
within the household production system. The
caleulation of weekly mean cutputs and their
respective standard deviations for the different
eniterprises ane presented in Table 1,
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Table 1: Production Levels of Non-Farm Micro-Enterprises Per Week

Prodiuction Level

i L Unit Measure/Volume | - Mean Crutput Srandard Deviation
Shea Butter Extraction | Calabash (1000 ml) 23 327
Rice Millmg “Olonka” bowl .2 27
Pite Browing Calzbash (304 mly 155 3%
Restaurni Sericed “Cionka” bowl 6 32
Partery Fots {variod st 19.5 1.6

Men's outputs wary bebween enterpnse 1ypes
perhips due to the varied mature of teir nespecinvg
products. Standard deviations of outputs for
entreprenenirs i rice milling and restamnt ogeratons
indicate litille departures from their mean outputs,
This also implies entreprencurs in these ETHErpTiRes
are producing ot levils dn the vieimity of the men
outputs. The deviations in ooipul in the aras af
shea-bulter extraction, pito brewing and potiery are
sipmificant and imdicate widk vanability in produstion
levels between women entfeprencurs in thess
caterpeises, Deriving from this, it s also plsible
tooliserve that wide varinbadity in capital distribaten
amengsl women in these enterpriscs is partly
accomtisble for wide vanability in theic catput levels
Although these enterprises produce all year round,
it iz impartant 4o caution that their production levels
vary beciause of ssasonal variations in the supply
of raw materiald

Houschold Agriculiure and Non-Farm
Enterprise Development

The study highlights how agriculiure as the main
preduction sctivity of agraman househobds affects
the development of pon-farm colgrprises and vice
versn The resulls show that houscholds are
predominantly engaged in agriculture within the
hovschold production system. Within this
framework, they are producing food erops, livestock
and poultry. Although little quantities of food erops
may Be sold, they are directly and strongly tied 1
the subsistence of the housshold, Livestock and
pocliry are hardly eatem at home as part of routine
feoding practice. Rather they constitule & reseurce
pool from which hushands sell to gencrate meome
for varied purposes. Apriculiure production i
predominantly dependent on an crratic patier of
rainfall, and as a result food ceop productsom levels
are characterized by flustuntion

From focus group discussions, discussants reported
that it wis a comman practice. for husbands to
support their wives engaged i non-farm enterprises
with cash from the sale of Hvesiock and pouliry
partielarly when their businesses run info financial
crsts. They alsa reported that some hushands aftow
thait wives to use their amimial dravws carts o meet
transporiation noeds of their businesses. This,
hoswever, ts 5o a5 long as hesbands pereesve wives
1 b making op Tor hoaschald Food deficits from
enterprise activities. Other conditions: husbands
repartedby consider inglide cultural nocepiability of
the behaviour of women in terms of respect for
husband and consultations on ckpendiure from
regums to enlerprise actvited, 1t beeame cleas that
lusbonds generally entertmned fars of arogance
af wives m the ¢veat that they get nicher than them
through emerprise activibics. Amidst these concerms,
howewver, women entrepreneurs have contributed
ey investments m houschodd aericulnone produsiion
from mom-farm enterprise production. When tood
crop production fails and sed for nest production
spason b not avoilable from heaschald produce,
women hive contributed i the purchase of sceds
Is cortain instaneds, women had hired cosual labour
i work on howsehold farms bul this must be o
allow them some fime to engags in mon-farm
enterprize production. In other instonccs, womcn
cnirepreneurs had bought Tivestock and pouliry 1o
add 1o heusehold stock for produstion purposss

Fiirmand Non-farm Activity
Intervelationships

A number of issues are discernable from he
findings. In the first place, there is & mutual resource
flow betwoen agricultire and non-farm enlemiises
af wamcen within the houschedd production system
In the Ticht of fluctuations that characterize
agriculture, particularly food crop production, it s
plausihle to conchede thit the esscnes of promoting
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diversification in househobd producton must be to
widen hesisehold safety nets and reduce nsk of
failure in household livelihood, According 1o
Matinussen { 1997), houscholds are, 0 the read world,
not free 1o choose how tallocate time, the basic
resource of the houscheldd i pelabon o material
and social reproduction. They are constramned by
the necessitics of protucing a livelihood for ther
members:

Sccondly, to the extent thal non-farm micro-
enterprises of women contribute to household
trvahihood, they have become o some extent
partoership enterprises in disguise to which spowsal
counteTparnts aie the lstent pariners who support
from the hackground By implication, there i3 a
potential for mcrease capitaliranon of nonsfamm
enterprises through household agricultoral
production that lsbands exercise decision-making
authority aver, Taking cogrisance of resoires flows
betwieen hossehold prothiction activities can serve
a5 an entry poant for extemnal imberventions gearsd
topwards capitalization of non-farm enterprises wnd
development of sustainable houschobd livelihood

The above. are of particular relevance to peoor
bouscholds. Firstly, that the houssholds” production
of livelilood implics  merging of soonomic activitics
and other [ifi gemerating forces. This then helps 1o
cxplain that time allocations of househoid members
to conmidernble part of the sconamae aclivibies. arc
maol peared towards limitless secamelaton, but o
creating & lvelibood for the producers and theis
houscholds: Secondly. it follows thar consumpiion
as =0 acfivily, cinnot be meaningfully separmed
from production as in neo-classical coonomics. In
thieg hght, Martinussen concludes that:

“as producers of their own Life and livelihood,
houscholds are viewed as proactive and capable
of pursung their own interests, again unlike neo-
classical cconomics whore their role consists
primanily of consumption and Bialogical reproducton
of labour... Poor and resource-weak heuscholds
may not aiways siccced, of course, in achieving a
decent level of living, but the point i thay are
peneralby capable of making fhe best possible oot
of the situation they live in" (Martnussen, 1997
nn.

WOMEN ENTERPRENEURS AND
HOUSEHOLD POVERTY REDUCTION
Employment for Rural women

Mon-farm enterprises constitute the major
occupations and searces of ineome 1 fural women
This s howeves, assde the fact that all mml women
are engaged in pgricultyral produchon as a primary
actrvity of the rural household. The supvey dota show
thar 1% wonwn entreprenours were engaged in
home based non-farm: enterprise activities as their
major pccupations, OF the total mimber of women
entreprencurs. infervigwed, 37% were involved in
trade, 20% in shei-butter extraction, T8% m local
restaurant girvices and 14%% m local alechol “pite™
Browing, Relatively fiow women entrepreneurs wera
found o be mvolved m nce milling and pottery as
reported by B% oand 3% of respondents,
respectively. Pottery was found to be commaon anly
in Chizna and Kandiga with 3% and 5% of
respondents neporting to be mvolved in the activity,
respectively. The findmgs firher show that only
about 2% of women eniToprencuss weane mvelved
in more than ong of the non-farm enterprises
studied. This means coopomic specialization is
emergorg from these rumal communttics i the ares
of industry

Capitalisation

The non-farm productive activities ane undertaken
within this learzehold production system so that in
the light of low capriahsation, they often have
Eaeation sdvantape of utilising bousehald resources
parbicularly free for production purposes. These
charactenstics then remove such oierprises from
the scope of formal sector emplovment nnd
praduction s that they are most suitably classified
under the infarmal sector

Dierpang from the results, 8 mimber of issues are
diseemable for discyssion, It i not only conclusne
that non-furm enterprises arc offering comployment
to many rural women. [o the light of seasonal
agricufture, mon-farm enterprises contnhule to
reduction in wnderemploymen! amongst rural
women in the aren. To the oxtent that non-farm
Huery cnderpriscs arc the major oceapations of
women, Boapeah and Poppe (1997) observe that it
indicates & sense of permanenie, close attachment
and mcentive for long-term improvements of the
cOtesprises
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Fungibles of Time

Characterising employment conditions in the
intfprmial sector, Paul Streeten dentifies four distinet
pronps. amongst which ane best describes the
situntion in the study distnict: “the self employed,
who sometimes use the unpaid |labour of members
of their families™ (Martinossen, 1997 315)

Mainstream approaches within development
research until 19703, is said to have mainly paid
attention W the nformal sector as o segrment of
society bound progressively to disappear as 2 result
of economic growth and structural transformaton

Modermization and Meo-Marwist theorics regarded
the infonmal sector as part of traditional socacty that
will be replaced by moderm institutions and practicss
that is integrated into the capitalist and market
economy. Contrary to these speculations, the
mformal sector has survived over wme m the vast
magority of developing countrics. The expericnce
has boen a greater growth in informal employment
than in formal, whipping up intcress in understanding
the salicni features of the informal seetor and s
dyreimcs (Martinussen, 1997},

Informal Sector Growth

Following empirecal studics, various thearses kave
been proposed to explain why the soctor coninucs
o geow in Africs and Asia. One of these
explanations simply holds the view that the labour
force m the countngs concerned has grown much
mare rapidly than the number of jobs m the
organized cconomy and the public sector. An
increasing number of people have thesefore, tuwomed
i0 the informal sector productive activities for ther
liveliboed

Although this may bold troe for the study district,
the problem convineingly 13 much more of
underemplayment conditioned by scazonal
agricultuire and patrarchal coltural practices of land
tenre and bouschold resource management that
limits womicn's access to productive resources, The
Intermational Labour Organization (TLOY in i 1972
Emplovment Strategy Migsion fo Kamya popudansed
production and employment in the informal sectors
for two rcasons: firsthy, o look at the “informal
sector™ as a larpe source of eoploymant potential;
and secondly, a recognition that the major
ernpliyment problem wis not unemployinent, but
the gxistemee of large numbess of the “working
poor”, anvolved in unrecopnised, unrecorded,
unprotected or unregukated production of various
goods and services. Many such workers are gelf-
employed and their peventy can be attributed o
madeqeate access to productive assels (Radwn,
m Broan, 1995 i 25)

Incomes Sources for Rural Women

The survey rovealed that non-farm enterpriscs,
farming and remittances constitute the major
sources of income from which rural waomen
undertake expenditures, The study exammed the
sources of inceme from which rural women
entreprencurs contriboted to household expenditure
under the following broad categorizations: food
cducation, kealth amnd water levies over given um
penods, which are highlighted kater, The resales an
presented in Table 2

Table 2: Income Seurces of Women for Contributions to Houschold

Expenditure
. ol Fregq, (7
qunmc? (1 of Responses by Type of Sowrce of F ke fri
Henschobd Expenditure lrcm F Remift Houssheld
xpendiure Enferprises iy mess | e

No. | % [ Mo | % Mo. | % | Mo %

Fandd . ] o 12 4 9 3 T Ay
Ediseation {LniformaFeos) 4 o | 3 5 & 15 11
Healtls (RrugsUser fees) H ™ I 4 1 ) i 100
‘Waler Lovies £ W 1 £ 1 3 41 10
Tatal wm | = 5] 4 w3 | s Hory

Sencree. Derived frim Auttors * Field Swrvey, Map 2005
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It is chear that non-fiarm enbérprases constitute the
fnst important source of persanal income e reral
women from which they make contributions 1o
household expenditure as evidenced by %3% of otal
responses, For th remaiming expendrtures. 4% and
A% was fimaneed through incomes from farming
and remittances, respectivély. In the light that non-
farm coterprises constiule the major source of
incorme 1o raral women, how nnch are they earning
from enierprise production® The date shows that
rural women entreprencurs carn different levels of
incomes depending on the tyvpe of enterprise activity.
For the purpose of this stsdy, 100l incomes accruing
Lo women entseprencurs were obtained by an
ansessment of the current mirked valees of their
productsan outputs. For the analysis. per unit prices.
of productsfsernces of non-farm enterprises wene
obtamned from a market sarvey in the district: These
market prices were then nsed together wath cutputs
to @sscse incomes accruing lo women
cntreprensurs. Statstical analysis of the daia
reveals different measures of central tendencics
and dhspersions for women amreprensurs. The
measures ane presented in Tabde 3,

Women enlreprencurs in restourant services,
pottery and ricek milling earm higher incomes as
evidenced by their mean incomes than their
counterpans in shea-butter praduchon, pito brewing
gnd trade {Table 3). The standard deviations of
OGS SCCTITES 10 WOMEn SrrepreneuTs wre guite
hiigh i values gnd indicate that mcome distributions
are generally well spread out about the mean
mncomes - The standard deviation of income for
restaurant operators and women in potiery are
extremely high and indicate o extremely high
variability of income distribution about the mean
mneoine, Anasseasment of profits from the survey
reveled that, & woman entrepreneur 15 makmg an
average profil of ¢9,325 per week after deducting
cost of matersals and energy. Respandonts in mest
cases could not cstimate transportatson and labosr
rosts particularly when labour gt came from they
themselves. In this light, profits are about 24% of
total sales afier deducting only material and cncrgy
cost only. A standard devaation of ¢ 13,0060 about
the average profit was derived and poing 1o g firdy
wide variability of profils among women
entrepreneurs. By implication, profits generally fall
below 24% of wotal incames {sales) If oli cost
clements of prodection werg considered

Table 3: Income Levels of Women Entreprencars in Cedis Per Week

Entreprencur Type Mean Income Standard Deviation
Shea Buotter Producers 21,528 19623
Rice Millers 81311 34,340
Pito Brewers T RES 3EE0]
Restaurant Operators | 66,346 T0ETL
Potters 0T 560 RT107
Traders A 860 4S)0

Sawrce: Derived from dudkars” Freld Swevey, May 2005

Mon-farm enterpriges are the major sources of
meome 10 rural women, They also ropresent the
potential sources of increasing howschold incomes
in the rural areas, Petmanent salasicd employment
particulzrly i the developing world 12 smd (o be an
impartant source of incomes for only & mmority of
families. Rather, “combinations of subsistence
production, petty commodity produchon, small-scale
trading, serviccs and other forms of unregistensd
informal activities hive becoms more important
sources of income to a fast growing number of
households™ (Martinissen, 1997 314),

Coniribution of Women Entreprenenrs to
Household Expenditure

The subject of decisions over expending Trom
enterprise rotums was predommantly reporied o
be the preserve of women entreprencurs
themselves. Within this framewark of decision-
ki, the study found that women entrepreners
penerally contributed to meeting food, educational,
bealth and potable water negsds of their houscholkds,
Table 4 is a tabulation of the contritwtion of women
pntreprencurs 1o houschold expenditurs,
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Table 4: Contribution of Women Entrepreneurs to Howsehold Expenditure in Cedis

Expen- Frequency of Response By Expendiiare Type
LU IET Fond weekly Education termly Hanlih guerrterly Waler yearly
Class X [ B i f [ i f ] il i i B
<3 1 e | e 176 2 1 2 mo| 16 1t 14 M| 4
<4 i ] ™ Ho 253 1 1 L L] ) r.i) i n R
4= 3 n 50 25 12 ] kL) i F. 1K} i a | XX
=8 7 1 2 4 5 " M L b 45 1 4 !
g<lo | 9 1z | o] | 9 El | M 4 45 |«
lieaz |11 4 ¥l 2 | - ] ol k21 2 o | M
12=14 (K] .| LLI4 e B | 1 ot f ™ k4 i 13 ¥
14<is | 15 | 480 | aed | 7 | 08 [ WETE | 2| W 430 1 Is |
Tzl 97 | M2 | o7HS | 4% | 431 | 4UED | 3G | 198 | 41 1RT |1415
Wesitn 300 &K £ &) 4,560
5.0 4300 4,41H1 Loed LT 3,760

Kourep: Derived frow Authors ' Fielg Survey Moy, 2003

Mot
= Froquency of responses.

%= class mork = syesape outpi per classification ol the varialie.

Pdemn = the value of the varisble which constaiuie the pverage of the wdal frequency
digtritnition given by the formudn: () = /T

Shi=
which can be potative ar negative

Enterprise Development and Household Food
Security

A woman entroprencur 15 contribuling an avernge
of 3,800 1n & woek 1o houschold food expenditure
(Tabie 4). A standard devistion of e4, 300 for the
data on food expenditure mdicates o farly wide
variability of the data, By imphcation some women
arge either contributing below the wverage or for
more thai the averaze expenditure on food  This
statistic 1% however, only on-cash contribution and
docs ot include what 15 directly consumed from
wornen's non-farm enterprise production. The
results revealed that the houschold directly
consumes par of women's non-farm enferprise
production. This therefore, means thal the woman
entreprencur, in reality is contributing far above the
statistically derived average expenditure of ¢35, 800
per week 1o (otal household food expenditure.
Denving from Table 2, ag much ag 7Y percent
spending constituted expenditure on food: 107
[rereent 28 exponditnre on edocation, Wl peroom
a3 expenditure on health and 9 porcent as
expenditure on water. The responsibilities of
women have gong bevond providing ‘saup
ingredients” and undertaking houschold tasks (o

sinndird devistion Is 3 messare dispersion of the frequency variables from the mean

acmally providng the graing such ag millet, sorghurm,
{normally & man’s task), in mes of poor harest
during the lean season,

The reral women enfreprencurs in Kassemni-
Mankana Dusirect ore contnbwiting immenscly to
meeting household food needs, As the analysis
shows, the coniribution of women eatraprencurs
to meeting food needs pocs beyvond monotary
contribution 1o melde diroct howschobd food seurity
i receat times a8 a result of eratic rainfalls and
decreasing soil fertility, non-farm enferprisss have
become an importent source of howsshold food
security. Women sustam househobds from retums
on non-farm enterpreses during periods of dire need
pnd hunger. Indeed, what secms plansible is that
woemen s contribution to househobd food budget has
persistently incrcascd over the past and gradialhy
been institutionalized as the norm in thosc
patrinrchal comminitics, It must be for thes tat
spousal counterparts of women entreprencurs find
it necessary to suppor the capitalization of noo-
farm enterprises their wives are engagad in
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Enterprise Development and Houosehold
Social Service Provision

Ax can be deduced from table 4, women are also
contribiting to mecting vital social services in the
areaz of education, health and water supply. The
data show thdl a woman eénfreprencur 4
contributing on the average ¢9 600 on education
per term as school fioes and cost of umiforms. £ 3. 500
on health quarierly as user focy and cost of doups
ard an average of ¢4, 560 on potable water per
anmum;, The standard deviations as can also be seen
from the table are also quite substantial and reveal
a fairly wodespread expenditure differences on
cducotion, health and water between women
crirepreneurs. The statistics on health expenditwre
are limited §o the arca of moedemn bic-medieal health
services and does nod inelude traditionial medicine
1t 15 therefore, mmportant (o caution that stabisteal
figures conld be higher than they are if expenditure
o traditional medicing were captured. Monctheless
expenditure on hiomedical henlth services rather
seem o be on the bower side and in conformity
with fihngs by Binka et al {1994) that finance
may bea more construimng factor to health searvice
uirlezniron m the district becauss even m communites
where health centres are [ocated, their utilization is
considerabiy low, In the light of this, and wadespread
illiteracy, the contributian of wormen no matter how
lintle-such comtrbutions are, mpinge on Fumile
welfare and human resource development, and as
a whole contributes to poverty redection in
honschalds

Enterprise Development and Househald
Respurce Management

Mon-farm enterprases of women create additianal
household wealth and change the politics of
bousehodd resoorce management decision-meking
With additronal houschold resources crented from
nom-farm enterprises, women ane genernlly allowed
within culterally accepted normms o ke decizions
g to how to expend such resources, although
apousal consuliations may be made in some
instamees, It is therefore, conclusive that Nirstiy,
wotmen desive sconomic resources from non-farm
enterprises and secondly, that such economic
ephangement brings wath it s=oial recognition and
the reshzation of sclf-cstcem among women in the
comtoxt of B patriarchal cultura.

Deriving from the evidence on resource
management decisions of women entreprencurs, it

ig indispatoble that while they scek the sustamability
of thew enterprises by lnvesting in them and
participating in the market, the ultimate and
overnding objective i% pot capitil aecumslation but
the provision of basic sibsistanoe to their hoascholds
that imgringe on their coltarally prescnbed normative
roles o8 wives and mathers. Economic relations and
economic activity are decply embedded in the
matrx of social and cultural relations. They furthar
aszume that “the specific charactenstics of these
spoinl refations are mose mmportant determinands
of human behaviour then the meentive structures
proposed by mainstrenn cconomisis, that is the
utility and profit mapamization” (Martinssen, 1997
£ i

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The paper soughi to examine the contributions of
rural women entrigresinrs 0 household poverty
redkucteon from non-farm enterpriss production that
they undertake m rural Kassena-Nankana [hstrict.
The rural women eatreprencurs 1o the districl arc
contributing o bowschold poverty reduction from
the incomes they pet through their cngagement 1n
non-farm enterprise production. The evidence poant
to some indictions, which include the follosang;:

«  ‘Women in non-farm produce relevant and
affordable itemes to rural hoasehold consumption
and praduction, which in this case include
sheabames, processed grains, iy pols and pito,

& The contribution of women poes bevond
monatary. contribution to include promoing
hesehold food secaimty as i resull of ermatic
rasnfall amd sonl infernility which s bd o
widespriad food shortages witkun the home,

s The rural women alzo contribote towards
mecting houscheld food needs and security as
well as vital services comprising cducation
health and water,

* Mon-farm enterprises of women create
additional household wealth and change the
politics of houschold resource managemend and
decision-making Industricus women are
allowed wathm culturally sccepted norms o take
deeigions on how to wtiliss their own generated
FORORITCES.

&  The ceongmic cnhancement of the woman
brings with it social recogmition and el Fosteem
ini thas patrsarchal eulture

»  There1s a mutual flow of investment resounczs
between agrculture and non-farm enterpriscs
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of women within the lousehold production
gystem implving that the household economy
can be diversified as strotery for developing
sustainable honsehold fvelibood

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, women EniFcprencurs afe
contributing to houschoid poverty reduction m rural
Kassenn-Nankana District. The evidence reveal
that rural women are largely cogaged in non-fanm
enterprise activities as thesr major occupations and
that these provide them with the economio resoeres
from which they are contnbuting 1o hoosehold
poverty reduction, Mon-farm enterprises of women
have become imporiant in developing sustamable
househeld livelihood svstems — providing food
particularly when agnculture falls and promoting
houschold ecopomic access to social services. o
its gender dimension, non-farm enterpriscs have
helped push women up the social ladder, promoting
gender equity in housshold resource management
decision-making. As p corollary, the study
recommends that developmg non-famm. enterpdses
of women 15 a “sine qua non” 1o catalysing the role
of rural women in houschold poverty reduction n
the Kassena-Nankara District of Nerthern Ghana,
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