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ABSTRACT

A careful study of the Mass Media of Ghana discloses
the following facis:

| That Ghana has incdequate infrastructural focilities for
effective use of the eleciranic and printed media for mass
communication.

3 That the media in Ghama uses only § af the 45 or mere
indigenous largnages, which most Ghonaiaae speak.

3 That only 5 of these 45 loguages with dhelr numerous
dialects are written and taught in the schools in Ghana.

4 Thar the few written indigencus languages, have such
mmpkxp&mﬂcm&mm:a be modified by
digcritical marks in order to bring oul the gppropricle
meanings of words, bui the coumiry's printing presses dp
not have the technical facilities for printing all these
marks.

These facis indicate thet the Ghanaian media cannat safely
Mmmfmmrsﬁreﬂh&wmur
communication fn fhis couniry. In searching for an
alterngtive mode of communication for the country, the Paper
examines the great variety of the international and tradifional
symbols. Discoveritg the symbollc power of the Adinkro ond
other designs the Poper satisfies itself’of the possibility af the
development of swch a languoge and procesds fo make
recommendations for the implemeniation of the idea,

Keywords: Communication, media, press, information,
symbol, language.

INTRODUCTION

Commumication means lo make common or share
something among several people. It also means 1o Lransmat
information through imter-personal contact, or by techmical
facilitics such as the morse, telephone, radio or fax. It is a
mn{lmmﬁmmmm-mmwmm
nrgmim:gnhummmmml.mmnhighm
animals fike monkeys. The habit is necessary among these
creatures for their concerted efforts to provide shelter and
Mmulfmmmwnnmmmnm
daughtmhruﬂmﬂu’rmmmﬂmum
exisience.

This fundamental process is also required in man for

his individual improvement and social Man, Jike

5 4455) Wm 3 i ",-]}C'..::." % i TR, R
all these animals has to communicaie with his kind to fofm a At W T G RA Owids
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M,Mﬂmﬂiﬁalm.mwmm
and international levels, regquire communication for their
mmmwmmmmmmﬂmmu
and political structures [1]. T is thercfore evident that any
syﬂemduimdforthnimmwn{humﬂ&inm
mlm:,bci:mmmﬂ:.ﬂuﬁnmlmpnmmm
communication as one of its essential elements. The neglect,
mgmﬂmmmdmﬂewlmdhmmﬂmﬁmaﬂm
inmymuynwmmﬁmlmdwmiﬁrﬁwmﬂmmm

mtymﬁnmm:wmmmmm
wﬂlduhiidnty...?!]tniﬂﬂmbymmsdﬂm
: Bmm.mnd'mlsu:dm-wi_ihalliuqdmnd

THE VERBAL LANGUAGE

Development

The development of # verbal language is a long,
mmmwmumwhimmmmm
inhu:dw&hﬂ:phyﬁﬂlmdmma]dwﬂﬂmdﬂnﬂ_
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At mm child responds to pain, discomfon,
mum a cry, and 1o satisfaction and pleasure
with a smile. When the child cries, the nursing mother's
© imenadiate duty to him, is to identify the state of need in which
he is, and the comesponding goal which will satlsfy it,

Al 8 Inter stage of his development, the child may use
images for expressing himeell o other pecple. In. this
Mmkmwﬁanhw.wﬂmmmodnww

'I'huﬂmrhiwlh:upuw the desper the impression and
. Certain children may possess some
eloment of ingengittvity and might not be able to remember
experiences, which easily make indelible impressions on
others’ minds. This may also impair leamirg in those
urifoctunate children

The child may finally acquire & vocabulary of words

|snguage development [3].
child faces a host of difficullies. mmmmam

infancy, the child might loge interest in any fisrther Linguistic
studies mter sl school, and find lessons in such studies tedious
and boring. The problem becomes more serioos at adulthood
when leaming a second language involves the masiery of the

alphabet: an artificial system of writing in which the

connection betwesn the speech sounds and their corresponding
chamacters - the individual letiers - is conventional. [4] Unlike
picure-writing the sounds bear oo relationship o the
charscters which they represent.  Above all the Latin alphabet
iz very complex and difficuit to learn for it passad through
along period of evolution. Having apparcnily taken is roots
from the Phoenician system of wriling, it firg developed into
the Etruscan and then the Greek characters before it reached
this stage of perfection. This development was incidentally
perallel to the ewvolution of the Cretan and Egyptian
Hieroglyphics, and other oriensed systems of writing,

VOICE TRANSMISSION

The Electronic Media

A stdy of oral communication reveals that it is
{nadequate for providing the country's information needs. It is
momentary, and thoughts expreseed by word-of-mouth, cannot
be revived except by repetition, which is sometimes
impossible, It is aleo limited by space and can take place only
among people who are in close procimity with others. In large
patherings therefore, such as at an assembly of studenis of
political rilics, speakers resort to the use of the public address
fystem 1o ensure that theif messages are heard by their
audiences. Consequently, these instruments have become a
regular festure of chorch services, society weddings, durbars
and funerals in this country. The successful use of the public
address systiem bowever, depends on the constant supply of

' electricity from the Volta River Dam which

unforunsiely
cannot be guarameed these days, in view of the recent
insermittent power-cuts which the country is experiencing, dus
to the low-level of water in the Volis Lake.

Voice Tramsmission through the radio, which was
invented in 1927 and established in this country in 1925 [5]
also has many disadvantages as a sound system of mass
communication in Ghana. The reason is that the Ghana
Broadcasting C«pctmun provides broadcast services o
subscribers only in the urban centres. The Corporation is
unable o resch people in the farming settiements in the
remote areas of the country with its news because of the
mumwmmm-m
Besides, it broadcasts in only five of the 45 or more local
langeages with their numercas dislects - Aksn, Ga Ewe,
Nzema, and Dagbani. Guan, for instance, which is spoken by
a broad section of the population, but Bot used for broadcast
by the Corporation, has not less than cight dislects: Lets,
Kere, Efuty, Awuty, Niwommru, Krachi, MNkomys aod
Mgbanito,

Thus the scarcity of Funds for the procurement of
copper-wire, rediffusion boxes, Akisanoma Radio sels and
telephone receivers, delays or hinders the relay of news to-the
Head-office of the Corpomtion for dissemination o
consumers. [ is therefore assumed that vital information for
community development snd individoal self-improvement, is
withheld from many rural commemities.

The invention of the Television by Paul Nipkow in
Germany in 1884, its fine demnonstration for the ransmisgion
of moving pictures in half-4ones by electricity in England by
I, L. Baird, and its introduction indo this country in the carly
1970s when about 275,000,000 TV reccivers were pul inio
circolation throughout the world, 6] brought some hope for
the improvement of the clectronic media of Ghana For while
madio broadcast listeners, are unable to se¢ what they hear
aboul, and experience, the television presents 1o the viewer, a
two-dimensional image of the sobject accompanied by sound.
Unformunately, the prohibitive prices of Television sets in this
country have reserved Television news as a privilege of the
affloent Ghanaian,

‘I‘hel’riﬂmﬁ!ﬁﬁ:l

Printed Media of this country comprising dai
mm;wmﬁmwmmﬁg
has its limitation a¢ an effective system of communicstion in
the country. It is urban oriented and camies more new: an
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urban events than on rural activities. The absence of good
md:mvﬂmmmhhwuﬂ.mmmmmﬂ
mmmmwﬁrmm
_Fuﬁﬂmmuamﬂlﬂhﬁofmpeﬁlinn
betweon the two mosi popular newspapers The Daily
wmmww,uwummmm
mmwp@mmmm«m
variety inl the news that reaches the consumer. Moreover, as
mummmmhﬂmmm“mﬁhmﬂm
mmmmﬁwnﬂmwmtmw
hdnpﬁ:hunpinimuitdusilmeuwhpedmnmum
45 the United States of America. Above all, these newspapers,
rmpdnunﬂjumﬂhmmdmdwhdwumﬁaﬁt
mmmmammurmm

Inmwduw.mhnnuiww&mm tones of
the words: Low, siw, ba, and dome in Twi, as well as ba, be, bo
and so in LEIE, 3

Table 1: Differsat Vowely Sounds and their Importance in

Alan snd Gaan
Tone and Plich of Vowel Sounds _|
Twi | English Leie | Eaglish
Tow throw Ba BEw
Tow tax Ba or humd
Siw pound be come
| Siw mound be proverh
Ba oo {vi) bo crow (vi} -
Ba i bo hill
Dom beamembercf | s0 on (prep)
| Dom host/anmy o car

hThb\e!,dhumk:mundminddcmun
mﬁqrnfmwwﬂmmmmTﬂndem,
in order 1o change their meanings. Unfortunately, the Printing
Huminmismymm-aqﬂppdwimmmhﬁml
mwmmmdmwmmemwm

|

Twi | Eaglish Lete English

osa War Kkg [

oza Larva or meth Kkg fight (n)

bon | Crow Bg inform (vi)
ben Smell Bg flood/be foll |
kyes | Bend Be come: -

kyea | Walk y _iBe clip (v}

so__| On(prep) Bby cripple (n)
50 15 big (adi) bbo hole

by industria) and commercial houses, advertising agencies
socio-cultural organisations. They are bold signs with divers
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International Ail:pul‘l.i Allied Industrial
Gemosscaschalt Junge Gentil Plastics Lid.
Altstadt Eipkaulzontium Cansds.

Fig.1  Symbols: Trademarks

Cowmpiled Jrom Peter Wildibiar's Troderianks el Waller Dicthelos 't Fomm wnd L amiaicalion

fascinating shapes, which combine force with the simplicity
and clarity required by every image, With colour and the
necessary graphic treatment, they are rendered powerful and
atiractive. .

Signs and symbols have evolved for graphic and
express communication, as a resolt of man's lireless smmh?!ba“
ways and means of speeding up information on food, clothing.
weather, jobs, entertainment, sports and other necessilies of
life, imposed on him by modern Living habits Unlike letters
of the alphsbet, which only speech sounds, they
function as words, phrases and sentences and convey thoughts
and messages. Motice Figure 1.

¢

Coscorsy Iniernationale Mobelproduzcaiea. Oslo

Bells Coramica Facara
@ & Marina Vista
Zurcher : a :

Arbeitspemeinschafl fur
Lehrerloribikdung

Sanwa Sougo Talcmono
Comp. House Consi,

S

City of Drontca

v

Ceatre Supericur de

American Foundation  Cyeapion Bather Indust  Car Manufaciurer,
Clectronie Corp.
of India

Kluwer Prinling Swissair;
and Publishing Comp.  Swiss Air Transport
Comp. Lid.

Werciniguog Norwegischer m

Feldmuhbe Papicr

Besides ihese images which represent private
organisations in individual countries, there ar¢ international
symbols which are universally recognised, and clearly
understood in all languages and creeds. These include:

L. The Cross: a religious emblem used as & symbol of
the Christian Church.

. The Red Cross: a symbol of the hospital and an
irternational voluntary organisation devoted 1o the
care of the stck, poor and afflicted.

ii. The Crown: a symbol of royalty, nobility, authority
and soversignty.
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The Crescent: & symbol of Constantinople and the

=

Islamic religion.
v, The Circle: a symbol of the Sun.
wi. Five Interiacing Circles: a symbol of the Imernanional
Olympic Games.
vit. Cross-bopes: an emblem of pirates and a symbal of
deaith.
viii Rid Flag/Red Light: a symbol of danger.
b *' “The Hand: &' symbol of inmmance.
X White Flag: a symbaol of peace.
THE CRURCH THE RED CROSS
THE 5UN IHWRANCE‘
DRUGS
FRESCRILED GLYPIC GAMES
i_oyﬁnumr ISLAM
Fig.2? [Inemational Symbols
Highway and Traffic Signs

These are another sel of symbols, which should be
considerad for inclusion in this collection. They are essential
information required by maotorists for careful and safe driving.
Thzymluwwﬂmdumdinallmnuiﬁmdtlmtfm
intemational also.

- As warning signs, they compel motorists to stop al
uaﬁcﬁghl&udlmﬂmvniﬂ;s.wdﬁwmd’uﬂy over
mwbﬂdmmpdm:,indmpmnsmand_m
pedesirian crossings. These signs employ simple geometrical
mmumumum:dmmmum
attsctive colours to convey (helr messages. They are
therefore rendered clear, and could be easily noticed from
considerible distances by motorists, Motice Figure 3

mlﬂ Moy ] AT it
Flags have gained such intemnational popuolarity as
mhnrmmwmmmmmmdm
study such as this, This belief is enshrined in the quotation:
"Symhnlsmmvdﬂnnp,mdm:dﬂmwhi:h we
should, al! hold dear, is our national flag”, 121

W
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Fig 3. ADIMRA WRITING  FROVERDS AND STATEMENTS
INTERFRETATION; FIRST LINE

Aksn

1. Gye Nyams 3 Awokonsn nnkumoncbs 3, Raoic 4, (hwug stwedes,
abaske mmfan 5. Funtem-furefu Deskypem-fanafu; mmoa micnu 2 wan
yufuny bom, nso wodidi @ na wolbm, . 4. Afema 7, Dbl mrka bi
£, Cram re Baomoms wo sam, & Misl ye mwss pa 100 Kot numeraan
yenam, 11, Aba-wuo yu abescwe. " 12, Adwinni bi ansem Adindral.evee:

Eaglish

1. 1 fiear only God. 2. A hen does not enash it chicks to doash with hs faor,
3. Awareness 4. Death Iy ;‘ﬂu—l.nﬂ. 5, Slamesa twin crocodibes with
& comenes somach who sregghe fos food, 6. Ghansisn Traditional Swords.
T. Friesdzhip amid Linity £ The Moo and Sum are colestisl bodics
9. Miofo 1 a wicful herp 10, The claws of the cagle anc shap
11. The dealk af & koved ono is & bike sape here 11 Adlakrahenc is ke

principal Adinkrs design.
Cive Myame O nmkes bi X
1 fear Giowd only Friendehip amd Ly

w Osran M Meomma wo Lo

Akokenan onkum Be ba The Mioom aeyl Siars arc

i heaventy boduss
S Miolo ye nwees pa
Hiegie M Falo is a upeiul herb
AT Livsd

Eondes mnwm:' [EhL]
Ohwun #iwedee, obaako mimforo @

The clews ol the
Dreath s 8 aniverial end are shamp
Aba-wuo yo obolowe
amoa e @ wan yafland beny g ‘The desth of a leved anc
* nse wedsli 3 na walom. is a hilter %ﬂnm

Sipmesc win crocodibes with 2 common
siemiach who sinajghe for foed

& fena
Ghanaian Tradiional Swoeds

Adweinni b nngen Adinkrobous
Adinkraliere is the
principal Adinkra design

Besides, their national and intermational use as
symbeols of identification of the individusl independent states
of the world, they are employed by families and groups of
people 1o portray their pride and social status, Flags are in

,-aditipn, s w0 idemify vprious units of the army, boy-

: ade and similar organikations in parades,
processioms, celebrations and sporis, Besides, they are erscted
on public and industrial buildings as symbals of bonowr and
prestige.  The casy identificafion of flags with countries,
organisations, families and industrial and commercial houses
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ismndhyihﬂrﬁﬂxﬂludmlmﬁllm atraction and

Theu:uffhgiuslmgefo:mumcmiw
commenced ghout Two centuries age, and by the
beginning of the 1 contury, information on the state of the
sea at various times, could be conveyed with nautical flags 10
sailors and ofher seafarers. In 1805, Lord Nelson conveyed
m&mm:&ﬁuﬂ&mmﬁmmmu
Do His Duty; Engage The Enemy More Closely' [2] fo the
British Navy st the Battle of Trafalgar, by means of flags. In
view of their many colours, and broad surfaces, flags mighi
muwrmqﬁ::m:aimpliﬂcaﬁmﬁormympmemﬁm
and identification. Like ather symbols, they could be regarded
as being in their primary stage of evolution. Notice Figure 4

TELFGRARH Ot P FREFPARATIVE FLEG

I THaT EVERY

BEER
BRE

HHGAGE THE ENEMY HORE CLOSELY

Fig4 Lord Nelson's Famous Message of Flags

Calour

" Colour is, as mentioned above, an essential aspect of
visual communication. Its beauty, vitality and reality facilitale
and identification of objects. Children therefore
colour their drawings to bring them into closer relationship
with themselves. Besides iis significance as a gymbol of
danges, red conveys the feeling of grief, sorow, sin and death,
while white symbolises, in addition to peace, victory, trigmph,
happincss, treth, pusity inmocence, cleanliness, holiness and
godliness. Many of the other colours also have interesting
copnotations. Green in mamy cultures, stands for Gife and

safeiy, and yellow, its popular ally, stands for gold or wealth,
Experiments have shown thal certain combinatons of
colour enhance legibility and clariry in perception. a fact that
has influenced all visuel aiss including pomiers o thewr
choice of colour for their work  The popular traditional
sombination of biack-on-while uscd by printers are in fact, the

sixth in the order of clarity and readability of the combinations
known. The first is black-on-yellow [8]. Motice Table 3

Table 3:

Order of Readerbliity of Colour Combinations
in Printing

No | Colourof | Colourof | Mo | Colour | Colour |

Ink Paper of lnk | of P

1__| Black Yellow |8 | White | Red

2 | Green White 9 | White | Green

3 | Red White 10| White | Black

4 | Blue White 11| Red Yellow

5| White [ Blue 12 | Green | Red |

(6| Black White 13| Red Green

T Yellow Black

By courtesy of Walter Sargemt

Adinkra Symbols

The Adinkra symbals are another polential resource
For the formulation of this visual language, These traditional
d;algnsm_bydtcmhm.ﬂcmmlsnﬂ]mgeufbﬂinﬁ,
proverbs and truths, which constitule an essential dimension of
the orsl madition of the Akans. Like letters of the Latin
alphaber they are genevally absiract signs which symbolise
pmarmmm.wudphmmw
artifscts and celestial bodies, They appear on fabrics, potlery
nndmimgs.m:mldulmheidmﬁﬂadium'ﬂldumn_ﬁun.

mmmﬂmmhyuaﬁmmmm
SOITOW, mmmmmdm-mm
name 'adinkra’ , which in Akan means ‘parting with someane’,
These sophisticated designs apparently evolved from simple
primary motifs. Evidence of this evolution is noticed n the
sxistence of several versions of some of the designs and the
perfection in the latest forms. Notice Figure 5. Since Adinkra
deﬁgnsmhasﬂmﬂtmmmimﬂﬂnﬁkmmm
Akan names: Gye Nyame, Obene Aniwa, Osram-ne-Nsoroma,
Denkyem, Afena and Adinkmahene are 3 few of thess. Notice
Figure 6.

In Adinkra symbalism, different forms and levels of
lhcaxpeﬁcnaenfamlityandwmlaﬂm:hipminmlinlm
together  The resulting picture then functions a5 a
representation of the reality or wuth, which it reveals
gradually. {8] The Gye Nyame, symbol for instance, is a sign
of the omnipotence of God, while Ohenc Aniwa - a sign
pointing in 2ll directions represents the universality or
authority of the Chief Similardy Osram-ne-Nsoroma is a
taken of the phenomena, ‘the Moon and Stars', The symbois
Cve Nyame, Obenc Aniwa and Osram-ne-Nsoroma are
therefore certificales representing the ideas ‘God Omnipotent’.
"The Universality and Authority of the Chiel’ and The Moon
and Starg',

The value of the Adinkra symbols as a language for
inetruction in religions beliefs, social conventions and
upiversal truths, and as an instrument for the preservation of
waditions, makes them useful clements of communication: a
poteatial Ghanajan alphabet, They could develop into a sound
system of writing, for even al thelr present stage of
development, they compare favourably with the old
Babyloniun sign Writng and Chinese ideographs in character,
clarity and precision  Notice Figure 7. Their full potential as
clemens of the envisaged visual language should therefore be
explored along side the international symbols, road and traffic
signs, trademarks and other symbols,
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It is a common belief among Ghanatan intellectuals
that these traditional symbols would have developed into an
effective system of writing if the Whiteman had not inleryened
in their development by their untimely imterrupt:on of the
Ghansian traditional life with European culhores, Traditional
drumming, dancing and dressing are only few of the numerous
conventions of the Ghanaian social life, which are discouraged
on the grounds that they were incompatible with Christianiry.
Today iraditions! droms, percussions and flales are being
commonly used in harmany with western musical instnoments
for worship in both the charismatic, Pentecostal and onthodox
churches. Much tribute must be paid to the late Dr. Ephraim
Amo of Peld, who pioneered the nse of the Akan traditional
dress - the Cloth - for preaching in the Presbyterian Church
and suffered dismissal from his post as lecturer a1 the
Preshyterian Training College, Alaopong, Akwapim.

Adinkra writing would have most probably been in
the retrograde direction, that is, read from right 1o feft, since
right-handedness is very important in Ghanaian colture, [t is
customary 0 eal, receive gifts, point to things, salute and
shake hands with the right hand. T is aleo customary to begin
from the right, when shaking hands with people in a gatheting.
Motice Figurs 8; Adinkra writing,

P L uHE R vESHO
Boomitd BAWROBE
#koRabwtgmoin
BRI L BION
3893828 308k 100088 £ 3¢

Fig 8. Adinkra writing proverbs and statements

EFFORTS OF OTHER COUNTRIES g

A world with a visual language is & universal
revelation of this century, for the need for this language is
experienced not only by this country but also other countries.
which are more developed and scientifically advanced than
Gitana. The fforts of Japan towards the realisation of this
objective has yielded a set of pictographs for vse al s new
international amrport in Tokyo, for conveving instanily.
information on flight schedules, flight procedures and: the
various services provided al the airport MNotice figure 9.
There are gimilar picture signs for the Swiss Telephone
Directory in Switzerland Motice Figure 10

There are in addition, the Hobo Signs - a secrel visual
language of Tramps, who were a homeless gang of people in
the United States of America without a regular occupation and
moved from place to place in search of a livelihood Motice
Figureil

Besides, individual stodents of ant and professional
Graphic Designers in varions countries are seriqusly engaged

B 2
Y [ N [Z
il @ D E

e i
Fig. 1 Pictographs for the Swiss Telephone Directories
Compiled from W Diethelm i form and communicatio

AP OUT  FOLICE EI9E TELIFHOME LAW OFFICEN AUTHORIMES ALDONKL

Fig. 11. Hobo Signs: The sign Languape of Tramps
By Courtesy of Waiter Diethelm
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inthuduimuf&ﬂnﬂsymbnh:iﬂmfmuﬂnmﬁmmseif—
expression,  Symbols  for classifying and promoting
adverticements have been suggested by Stephan Ceizshubder
studenz of the Philadelphia College of An im
U.S.A MNotice Figure 12, The simplest, maost
wmmm;emﬂehkmmumphy, an
imu:ﬁmﬂmwbﬂicwmmmdﬂsjmadhyﬂhadn
Bliss in Syduey, Augtralia It is the easiest of all, for il
mﬂw:uiﬁqﬁbd&ﬂﬂmmmﬂmmmmmhuﬂm
grvironment. Fruits, vegetables, animals, birds, chairs, stairs,
cars, ships and plancs. It makes use of such iniernational
ﬁmmum;mmtmmdmwmﬂm}mmmm
it emsy to write. Above all, it could be reproduced on the

formerly &

typewriter for affective mass communication. Motice Figure
13,
h.-d
i HTTD T LT AT b PR

-
LI

. University of Sclence and Technology, Kumasi
» ;ﬁmwmmmmmmwm
Fig 12. Advert Signs
Compiled from Diethim 5 Formm and Communication

O D+« Q & = D OO Q Db D0 G L
S mhsan B By freer Estsng megtt |, Swndsy  Sprng Whandiy  Jenaty Fabewary T Bylers AR Tima delds
i SN 3 & 20 43 0 g [ 1Al
Rgam,  ppeneg  ESOIUE Gogund  Wan Wt wwward  Room sasd ] Pagai PaaicangPadiigy REMD G Do man
g M0 & O e he Do Ara Jla Oha Qe ¥

S b oW B & a4 W AT SO
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Mo s 4 Oeod O g OfF O J:H4 ~ 9

Fig 13 Semamopaphy! International Symbolic LanguaEe o mpied o W Mkt Foms snd £ i
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Ghana's quest for a visual language is real, and
should be encouraged. While the imémational gymbols,
ademarks, road-signs and Adinkra designs provide some
information on the subject, the efforts made by individual
countries towards the formation of this language, offer
Ghanaians grest inepiranion for this search.

The following recommendations are consequanily
made 45 a suggested approach to the development of this

languags

L & Naticnal Congress of renowned Ghanann Visual
Artists, Journalists and other communication Expens
should discuss the idea of a visunl language and
autline a policy for research inwo the international,
wraditional, and other symbols.
Rnginmlwmhhapﬂdpmfnﬁiﬂnﬂ artigts, organised
by these experts, should locate, retrieve, Study and
develop the available designe

A commintes of scelected few experts should then be
urgarﬁsndmmicwandﬂuiimmidmwm
b}'ﬂuvadmmwksm:sumnmmﬁohhis
language

The on-going development of this exsential language
should be cncouraged and guided through further
sescarch in a laboratory at a Depamment of Visual
Comnmunication in the College of An of the

ik

b
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GYAWL ATID PLIAA GYAWL ATIKD PLIAR

g N g H.&’saﬁ #%IEl

SANMORA, SANKIDRA  SANKORA

TN

ADNKRAMENE ADMKRAHENE  ADINKRAHENE

DWENINI MMEN DWEMIME MMEN : i .
§ Fig 7. Similarities between the Adinkra Symbols and

some ancient systems of writing
WAALAEA  VWASHA ABA i

Fig 5. A possible evolution of the adinkra symbols

GOWE AR BHBE

o MYEWOD NEYE  BANKOFA OBINKA B BESE SAKA DWF—NINI
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CONCLUSION .
The nesd for effective commumication w &

developing country such as Ghana cannot be over-emphasised.
[nformation on the basic necessitics of life und on all modes of
self-expression, and the various frameworks, within which
they take place, has 1o be communicated to all peaple of all
communitics, ‘Ghasa unfortunately being a developing
country with a middle-level national income lacks the
resources for procuring the infrastructure requircd for the
modern methods of mass cominumMcation. Ghana's
communication problem is compounded by the heterogeneous
nature of its population, the complexity of its many languages
and its high rate of illiteracy.

The country's need for a national visual language is
conssquently more urgent than that of Japan, Switzeriand,
Britain, Ausralia and the United States of America whose
illiteracy rates are negligible and yet are leading in the search
for a visual language. Moreover, to communicats by means of
mmmmmmﬁmwmmm
wmﬂ,ﬁrwhlkmsmdmisbymmnummmmﬂy
among English-speaking people as a planl wilh a single woody
stem, a drawing of a tree is a symbol for comrffunicating to the
whole world, the sme idea - a plant with a single woody

glem. Ghana should therefore ambrace and develvp the-ideg

of & visual language for mass communication in the country.

Internet could instantly transmit such a language on
Fax Lines, both natiopally and intermationally and even Lo
future tourigt centres on the moon, Mars and other planets. Tt
would further unite the various ethnic peoples and the fanatics
of the varous religions and chusches, gnd promete cultural
exchanges, education, international trade, and tourism. and
restore peace and harmony in traditional life.
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