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ARSTRACT

This article describes 50 caser of Mpoobocteriim
wlrerans yfecrion (Baruli wicer) reaned ar St Martia 'y
hospira! & Amansde Wesr dinrict of Ghang from
September 215 o November 3eh THE. O there 3
cses, THT were females, 065 were ollldrem under 14
peurs of age, and TR vere o Immunied ik
pacille Catmette-Gudnin (BOG) Paindens sweliing wes
pla FE CommTOn preTaniag compliing (STEL Hwas
mcrinly found om dhe lower Limb (4898}, Knciledtpe of
dhe cousal ggon omonyg the cases wag poor.  They
pelied an berbal prepardiicn (SR fo fred e
dispase.  Research io find on effecoie roskment fur
ihiy selamily it urpeuly meeded

INTRODUCTION

The pecmtizmg skin ubiertion cansed by Myco-
bacteriin uloermns was Gt Sescribed by MacCallum
smoeg famws fom Bainedile, Austnla B 14944,
The sarme conditon was recagrared smoag fimners in
Burdli comnty in Uganda.? This infection s comsmanly
beown s Burul ulces.  Similer esics have boon
in Zaime M Wiw Guinea*  Scuth Esst Asia,”
Higrﬁ-:,“lmq' M,ﬁﬁllhﬁm," andl Bendi,™ The
first repodt oo Buruli wloor from Ghara Gmé dul o
FTE Y followed hy a seooied reped in 1aEg. "

The discass & disinbuicd i sivenne amss of I
svmmpy areak and has been associsted with a special

press, the Echinockioa pryrim idalls ™

Based on the work of (he Ugamds Burdli Group™ the
evolution of the discase @z be divided i Alies

[ mEDICINE |

slapgrs, & pre-ckemine sepe, an woeentive sage and
healing stage.  During the pefulcemtive perod,
palienls presen) with & padndess oodule. . However
cages wilh extremely pamful™ or licky nodule” have
been meported. The nead stage i the dischapge of the
recrolic conbenl, forming a lage painkss ulcer with
harge inlraciabde and underwined edges and which
condisiess b grooy o e cncumderence. 1 is accepied
tml the fsue fecrinis & the msoll of e exoloxin
produced by the bacteria.® Fulmérant forms kave been
degryibed but they am mm.  This evolution is o
socompanied by senous sysemic sipns soch a5 fever
o lymph node Envolvesnent.

The lat sape of the disciss s the healing proscesses
which corar al any stage of the development and &
complicated by musele comctones lndling joink
machility @ dislfguring scarn The disease, which has
am incebation pesieed of & 60 10 weelks, lasts 410 36
rcestha, 44

Sarkm rqg_i:uupmhm: peen bried bo jread Bursh @dsr
paticals. Asl-tobeseulous snd asti-leprosy drags have
been actively wsed withowt salislaciony msuls ™ *
The prslective ellied of BOG veocdation smang ba-
berculin-negative  individuals  is esbbished ™
Anderson™ in 1965 thooed That carly meengeicion and
surgery were lhe maimslay of elmenl o Bupll
woer

Curing ihe pasi 5 yeam, Bundh wloor las oo
edemic in Amarsie West district ol Ghaa.  The
dseace s blamed Tor mdoted prodaciieaty ool allfectad
[srencss, hig.ll schond deopeout among sciood childen,
anl costly himpitalistion for the vidios. The pescnl
stody was waderiaken o provide basic epidemiclogic
mfsmalion mgankng  Bonadi elker petkets wha
mpoied ml St Mardin's hospital in Agroyesam villags
3 Wesd Amancie desinol betwoes Soplmnber 2131 dnd
Bivnnmber M, 1992

METHO DO

Al patients who aer trested for Baruli ulcee o St
Manin's hospital in Agroyesum villige @ Apanse
Wt disirict during ihe stady prriod wene incheded in
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were alfecind if 4% of the cuses. A combdmbon of
thezs kcalions weee Tousd i § patsenns 1 095),

Patizess” knowdedge about the caese of e dise e and
thesir beharviour fowanis the diszase is shown in Table
A Mone of the patients stervieasd knew the exao
cause of the discase, Abowt 428 of patients did mot
knerw any causal [scoor, 20% altributed the disezse 1o
dirisking asdio eiing 1he siram waler palluted with
chemicals wsed for ilegal mining, 22% andbated the
dizeane 1o the sctivities of wilches, snd 1095 0 frect
bives, quts wnd thom pricks

Table 3
Knowledge and practice among Buruli Ulcer paticrs
Cramcienstics hﬂﬁl‘u{m B
M= A
Prroelved catual agend
Paltuted waler I 2600
Actvitles of witches 11 L0
Imsect Biles 2 40
i end thom pricks 3 Bl
Do mot konoew el 430
Treadment osed before
huspitubication
Todacen leans M S0t
Sl medication with
anfhiics 7 40
Dirags adwimsions
al dhispensstics t X
Hatwe irealnuenl 7 140

Mool paticsts (54%) redicd oi herbal prepsiiing 1n
trzt the discase. The ooenmoady described Tl
was The application of wanmed solaoos aves on the
s (4090

The approxinmic maoesh of ke discass goel was o&-
plestl. Aboul WG of paticnis saad ibe syl
slatod in Augpsl, 220% waid in Oceber, aml 6% in
Seplember. Bawd on an [scubstion pericd of 6 5 10
weks, it is probakle thal the infestion may have laken
place azound Apsil-June. This persod corcspoisds. with
the memng sesson i Askani rgion,

IHECUSEI0N

Théa study showed & high prevalebice of Buruli yleer
among fermles [S8%) end childsen below |4 yeam of
in the lileratupe 222 la tditiona! Alrican
socicties, the responsibilities of men and women in
Birmsng are well defined, The men weed the farm
whereas the women ploegh the land and harvest the
crops, Thus wamen s moee exposed o sy harenful
agend harbored i sl ton men The kigh
peevalence of the disense among women coull Be
alfecicd mesily childrem between 5 30 9 years af age,
This. ehservation agmes with finding of 1he Uganda
Buruli Grossp™ wihich reposted more cases bebween §
and 14 yrani. However, Olovwasanmi” im Nigenia found
& Bigh mcidence among young adads of 18 vesrs

Theer was mo evidence of BOG immmunization smong
6% of the studied populsion. Only 24% of paticuls
whe moocived. BOG god the discase. The passilile
proottive ellect of BOG immuonizlion spaiesg Banki
Liker wiss observed elsewbon ™™ Thore & therefure
immmuﬁpﬂp&ﬁmmﬁllmﬂ
Esnmunization i perenl, witch incidentally ks care
of BOCr inamundzabion a8 well

Muost of dhe paticnts studicd peeseisted tepmebves al
8L Mariin's bospital for

b paimtess swelling. Howower, sber o snh as
pemisenl inling amd painful swelling wor abo
mported. Perstitont iching & prosoiting symplom in
Bundi Uket was documnesied in Nigeria and Zain?
whee @ i callod “ilching stone™ and “wipuits matabi®
meEpectivgly,

The prosont study sgrocs with Tdings by Barker™
thet the skin ulces can atoor on any part of the bedy
The skin wher was o frequenly loacd oo e
cxposed extremitics of the boedy flam on the sunk or
rah bhe: Bradl Lavwr limbe were the most siToocd greas
i Soxcribed by Olwnmsznini'  The pevléreniial
kacution af the uloer o the Jowes fimbs suppu e
Eypothesis tha the infection sesoll from it oontadt
wilh 1he sail, Ahough multiple leions e knoom to
he me B2 obweroed fn 109 of ou el ks
This ¢ be explained by ihe fact that this study deall
with o Biphly sclected popubition i a hospited, The
shergoe. of seven comsttutionl syegioms {lever,
enblarged lymph node] suggests ha? systemic spread of
M. ulcemis da skin from 2 speiemic fooms & wilikedy,
The necessity Bar weanng shocs while gaing 1 the
farm cam eever be overemphesi o,

Tho data: shersd the need W educate the popubation
¥bonl this cabienily since the smajorfy of ihe [t
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jatervicwed did mol knoe the cause of the discase 1
i e foee usdersinndable (hal propet mcmurs won
wl laken by e general population W prsec
emmeles.
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