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ABSTRACT

. Ghana like any. developing African
" country is predominantly a rural com-
* munity with an economy supported by
" few .industries and the traditional
crafts which use some of the country s
agru:u!tural products. This paper exa-
- mines.'the teaching of the main crafts
- and expresses concern about the insuf-
: ficient attention given to the subject
in the early.years. The paper how-
- ever, commends Governor Cuggisberg's
vision of Art Teaching in relation to
. the industries of the locality, and the
" efforts of Herman Meyerowitz to train
Art Specialists in Achimota College in
- the late 40s and early 50s for the tea-
ching of this subject in the schools.
Finally it recommends the re-insti-
. tution of the recently abolished Art
. Specialists' courses in the Teacher
Trammg Colleges. and the diversifica-
tion of the B.A. (Art) courses in this
- University, as a measure to mcrease
the numerical strength of Art specia-
lists for the schools and industries.

Keywords: educational crusade, curricu-
lum, art and crafts

INTRODUCTION

The value of traditional education in
the Ghanaian saciety which manifests
itself in the effective organisation of
institutions and observance of customs
and oral traditions, in the apprentice~
ship of the crafts and general self-
expression of the people is appreciated.
Nevertheless, the importance of formal
education as an instrument for the
development of a country's wealth,
through the promotion of industrial
growth, improvement of health-care.
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agriculture and communication throu_gh i
the modium of sdmls, is apparanf.‘ =

ful to the colomal masters = the @t
Portuguese, Dutch,’ Danes”and’ Englis’“h"“'
- as well as the early missionaries; '~
the Basel, Breman, Wesleyan, Catholic{ ;
African Methodist Episcopainan* Zion7
and Enghsh Church: Missians, for ‘the "~
pioneering work: they did for- thigis o0

country in the field of formal educa-

tion. The many. Primary . Middle;. and;.__
Secondary schools, Teacher .Training. :
Colieges, Polytechnics and . Umversi-
ties whlch stand out ar'e ‘&he Mui’t

IN GHANA

The first school in thts country
based on the Western system .of edu-
cation is known to have existed and, .. .
ran by the Portuguese in the I__mina-
Castle soon after 1482[1].; Mvora{castle
schools were Iater opened and

the Dutch, Danes and. Englishx.,/
well as the Wesleyan, Basel‘and
Bremen Missions which opera;ad, along
the coast, on the Akwapim ‘and.Kwahu . . :
hills and along the Voita river. The, ..
Roman Catholic Mission, the AM.E. - .. .
Zion Mission and the English Church . .
Mission. later joined this educationai
crusade, and by 1914 had added .
three schools. However, nelther ‘the .
educational units nor the government.
of the day which had the power -to.
enact laws appreciated the. lmportance _
of art and crafts and the need:.for .. ..
including it in the school, curncu!um.
None of the Education Cemrnittees or
ordinances of 1852, 1887 and 1920 men- .
tioned it as a school subject. However
in 1943, 450 years after the eatapllsh- :
ment of the first school in this. country.__._
and 18 years after Covernor . .
Guggisberg's 10th Principie .of Education-.
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requiring every school course to have
some .relevance to the industries of the
locality was announced, part of the

Colgpial.-Deyslo nd
was Eavniicked. for the’ establishrient of
a West African Institute of Industries,
Art7atid-Social ‘Sciences.” This project

|

;;.sl' y: where 'd ‘3-year‘and
1-year Art Teachers' Specialist courses,
-were ‘taught. . Prior to-this,::a humble .-
butfﬁ:;gﬂgog‘inn;lng had: been made in
the teaching. of this discipline by Mr.. ..
Herman.Meyerowitz a; remarkable Art - -
teacher and. Educationist. inthe Teacher
Training :Depactment at Achimota. . .
Coliege... The 3-year Art Specialist. - .
course.which -he set up.in..this coilege - -
produced ;few.but great:art teachers. -. .-

Comoubs et oL i
THE'NEED''FOR SPECIALIST ART’
TEAGHERSYIN THE SCHooLs ~ ~~ ~

The few, specialist art teachers ' -
turned out.py, this institution and .. .
its successor in the College of Tech-
nology; j6ould:not cope with the large . -
number of the primary, middle and: :
secondary school and training college
students’Which needed’ them. (n 1950,
for. about 206,300 primary’ middle and
secondary 'sthool’ pupils ‘and" training"
college’'students, ‘there Were not ‘more -
thani120 trained art specialist teachers.
These’figures ‘worked out to about
1,719 stiidents per a teacher: an alarm-
ing situation.” The situation was made
‘worse by the Six-Year Acceiérated =
Devélopment Plan for Education, =~
launthed-in°1951 which nearly doubled
the ehrolmerit of the schools and col- i
leges without making any provision for
a corre¥ponding increase in the ‘already
small nGmber of-‘trained art specialist *
teachers. By 1957, only about 230 -
speciaiiéts "had been trained to handie
a total of '575.691 elementary ‘and secon-
dary school’ pupils and teacher train-
ing college-students (about 2,503 stu-
dents per teacher). - i

When' the Teacher Training Depart-
_ment of the College of Technology was
transferred to Winneba in 1958, the
1-?":1‘%-‘_'_‘{560?“ which was found to be
too “SUperficial in content was disconti-
nued- and the 3-year course condensed
into, a 2-year course for a fast produc-
tiori’ of 'good "quality art teachers .

ent. and-Welfare Fund: . .. in
. . diploma and degree courses at the

grialided -as.the Kumasi: College. -

There was another short-lived B
3-year course before the 4-year .
Diploma course which was instituted j‘r
in 1966. Even these courses and the®

University of Science and Technology, .

“" Kumasi could not supply the numerical
. strength of the teaching force re- '
" 'quired for art and crafts teaching in

the schools and colleges: in this counr - =
try at that time. e .
Finally, in the 1984-85 academic. ..
year, the 50,685 teachers teaching a -
total number of 1,u464,624 pupils from
8,965 primary schools were -teachers . . .
who had had very little or no speclalist
training in art. -The reason ‘Was that " "
the system which ‘alfowed teachers in'" "' |
training ‘to major in subjécts’such’ 'g_s'_"',“"‘:'_' .,
art and crafts, musit-afd hotie sciénog >'
to graduate later to tedich’in’ the schools”’
had been discontiriued’" Ff'c?ﬁyt‘;éc‘{iiﬁ‘”’”f’f?**
Training College,” Akropong.'St. Francig™” -
Hohoe, Akrokerri, Wesley College,Holy" '~
Child, O.L.A., Cape Coast and St. Ja?n
Bosco's, Navrongo, which used to offer =
art and crafts as a major subject, were !
now teaching all subjects on the curricu-
lum with equal emphasis. T e
Similarly the 2if,964 teachers teach-' N
ing 579.856 pupils from 5,246 middle
schools in the same academic’year, ‘were '
mostly ordinary teachers without any: "~
specialist training in"art, a2s the Ghana
Education Serviée had abolished the =~ "~
five 2-year Art Teacher's Specialist . e
courses at S.D.A., Koforidua, Peki,' '
Komenda, St. Monica's and St.John "
Bosco's Training Colleges, whose pro="" -
ducts were responsible for the orga- =~
nization of the art and crafts and wdod="""
work centres for these middie schools.: ::i'
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE

TRAINING OF ART TEACHERS AND (!
TECHNOLOGISTS FOR THE SCHOOLS |
AND INDUSTRIES

The above illustrations bring into
focus the second important fact: that:
there are not enough trained specia~. .
fists for the teaching of art and crafts .
in Ghanaian schools,. and that the ..
facilities for the training of these spe-. ..
cialists have not been fully provided . ...
and exploited by the educational autho- -
ritjes- e g
The following recommendations are . -
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proposed for rectifying the existing
situation:

1.

The 2-Year Art Teachers Specia-
list courses which were recently

+...abolished, must be reintroduced

and reorganised for the full utili-
sation of the natural resources of
the regions such as clay deposits,
timber, cane and hides. This will
also ensure that facilities and re-
sources of existing institutions of
art like workshops, libraries and
trained skills are not wasted. It
is observed that the following
colleges: Welsey Coliege, St.
Louis, St. Monica's, St.Joseph's
and Akrokerri Training Colleges

-in Ashanti and Brong Ahafo regions

as' well as the Presbyterian Train-
ing Colleges at Akropong and Aburi
cleariy stand out as potential host
institutions for these courses. If
this is done, there will be enough
teachers for the art and crafts or
woodwork centres in the various
regions, ‘and the teaching of this
subject which has been on the de-

.cline in the middle schools for so

long, would then. be revitalised.
An intake of about 60 students a
year for each of the 10 colieges

" will yield about 500 specialists in

41

two years (allowing for failures),
and.in five years.time, there will
be about 2,500 art teachers for
the first cycle schools.

. The Government of Ghana should

embrace and develop the concept of
rural art and industry which aims
at the reorganization of our tradi-
tional crafts with modern machines,
methods and techniques for higher-
productivity. For instance in the
Coliege of Art at the University of
Science and Technology. where this
concept criginated, a broad-ioom for
weaving all the intricate patterns

of kente cloth, has been designed.
Now research is needed into the che-
mistry for the production of fast
vegetable dyes for adinkra printing,
and suitable clay-bodies and glazes

for pottery, as well as market studies

leading to the promotion of the sale
of the commodity.To speed up this a
Council of Rural Art and Industry,
the Government and the College of

" today.

Art will have to coliaborate and dis-
seminate the research mfomwtmn
for the use of the rural industries.
The advantages of this would be
many. Besides raising the produc-
twnty of these industries.. and ear-
ning more money for them ‘and the
country through 'the export” of some
of the products, the industries

will expand conslderably to create
more job opportunities for. school

leavers in the'rural ‘area where

these industries are mainly located.
Uttimately but indirectly it wiil

.bring about a fairer distribution of

the national income between the
urban and rural areas -

The Umversitnes are among{ tha in-
stitutions which must piay an Jim-
portant role in the education’ of the
artist in this country. Formerly
some economists held the opinion
that land was the source of,_ any
country's wealth. Later, o;!iers
thought it was”labour that p
wealth. Then Karl Mary assq:‘t

that wealth was poduced y capi-"ﬁ
tal, and by the beglhl‘lli'!'g QT\?-;;-
century. people ‘had' Baén @ o)
believe that good ‘orgaiﬂzh o ahd‘ !
edegd

‘management were factor‘s
for the productron of ‘wealt
it'is education’ tl‘rat‘ :

ing over all these factors-as. the-- -
chief source of a country's

wealth, and it has been statistic-
ally proved in the United States of
America that about 50% of .the
annual increase in productlon per
head in their economic growth is
due to scientific progress brought
about by education [2]. New trends
of Art Education at graduate and
post-graduate levels, directed to-
wards the needs of the Chanaian
society should be adopted to guide
national development. If this is
done, there will be enough high
calibre professional Artists for the
general planning and organization
of art education at all levels,

There will also be all the art tech-
nologists like textilists, ceramists,
sculptors, metal workers, graphic
and industrial artists required in
the newly established and future
industries of this country. Much
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"“-'-“affort ‘has already ‘been’ made in
theée‘t’w’o_ major areas of develop-

-7 i@t ‘but ‘unfortunately this could
Aot Tr.nw:odt.u::e the number of trained

= é?ﬂ‘sts *and ' art technologists which
’therjﬁbuntry ‘needs, because of:

l} the. sma!llntakes of students made
gach year for the various courses.
By 1980, 22 years after its esta-
“'blishment. the College of Art had
produced only 362 graduates, 95
popt*graduates and 82 dnplomates
a.total of 539 .

iy the tqtal number of art graduates
“owhich stands_at. 1,006 .has been
- seriously dimmished by the recent
s braindram of Ghanaian intellec-
tuals towards more Iucratwe jobs
outsnde tha c.ountr'y

comcnusxows

mportance of art ‘education of
“the child ‘especially at the early stages
of ! hﬁ ‘dévelopment, and in the socio-

- fe of this’ country ‘cannot be

he'! 'igher institutions’ of thls
pyeqnata the ‘crucial need

- educationists and technologists
' ns,tututions and' industrjes., and
this niversity increases the intake
of, ;qnddates to the B.A.{(Art) course

G.W.A. OWUSU

" there will be enough ar‘t specnallsts

workir.g alongside other professnonals
for 4 better. Ghana;for the. coum.rs*
would then be doubling-its pace in her
strife towards industrialisation, increased
production and better life: for all.
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