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Abstract 

 Literary writers convey their personal experiences in the society through literature, deploying the recourses of language, the scientific study of which is referred to as linguistics. In linguistics, language is studied at the phonological, syntactic and lexico-semantic levels. The goal of stylistics which has style as its object of study is to explain the relationship between language and artistic function. In a literary text, the stylistician is primarily concerned with the features that are stylistically significant in creating meanings. This study, which focuses mainly on textual investigation of Strange Encounters, a satirical novel, examines the significant syntactic features in the novel, and explicates how Wale Okediran, a Nigerian novelist, utilizes them to convey the themes of corruption and injustice in the Nigerian society. He also condemns such vices and their perpetuators in totality, suggesting ways of correcting them for the growth and development of the society.  
Introduction

As the basic means of human communication, language is deployed for social interactions, as well as for establishing and maintaining social relationships. Literary artists deploy the resources of language for literary creation. The style of a text / an author is an important area of concentration in stylistics, which involves literary interpretation and linguistic description of literary texts. The analyst describes the linguistic features of a text and expounds their artic functions.
In literary texts, language is studied at different linguistic levels subsuming the phonological, syntactic and lexico-semantic levels. But this study focuses on the examination and explication of the significant syntactic patterns which Wale Okediran deploys to convey his artistic visions in Strange Encounters, a satirical novel. The major preoccupations of the novel are corruption and injustice in Nigeria. In the text, Okediran points his searchlight mainly on the health sector, the Police Force and the judiciary, exposing and condemning in totality the acts of injustice and corruption prevalent in the Nigerian society, as well as their perpetuators. As a medical practitioner, the author paints an ugly picture of the Nigerian health sector from his personal experiences. 
Syntax, the main focus of this study, is the component of linguistics which deals with the study of the rules that govern the ways in which words combine to form phrases, clauses and sentences in a language. Noam Chomsky (1957), asserts that:


 Syntax is the study of the principles and processes by which sentence are constructed in a particular language. He adds that syntactic investigation of a given language has its goal as the construction of a grammar that can be viewed as a device of some sort for producing the sentences of the language under analysis. (1) 
The Syntactic Analysis of the Novel

 
 In a literary text, the author makes his/her work worth its texture with the possible choices he /she makes. It is important to state that the literary artists are at liberty in making their choices of words or expressions according to their needs, purposes and situations. We examine and elucidate how Okediran deploys the following significant syntactic patterns from which he derives meaning in the novel under study. 

The Mood System in the Novel


The mood system reveals the various functions of speeches in discourses. Halliday, Michael (1973), defines mood as the aspect of grammar that indicates the roles of characters in a text. He further says that:


 Language… incorporates options whereby the speaker can vary his own communication role, making assertions, asking questions, giving orders, expressing doubts and so on. The basic ‘’speech functions’’ of statements, questions, responses, commands and exclamations fall within this category. (159) 
The moods in the texts are generally significant in the realization of Okediran’s  style of narration  as exemplified below.

Declarative sentences

A sentence is defined as a word or groups of words containing at least one independent clause (Heffernan and Lincoln, John, 1986:613). Declarative sentences also referred to as statements make assertions.  Below are some of the examples deployed by the author to convey his artistic visions in Strange Ecounters. 
1.
“…I was just doing the abortion for her when she started bleeding!”  (82)

2.
 “Since he could not remember how much to give, he decided to inject a small dose into the child”. (43) 
3.
“Well, I don’t know about that , but I can’t just sit and watch all these killings continue,’’ the doctor said sadly, determined to follow his mind”.(64)
4.
“You see, doctor, her…her father is an influential man in Gom. If he discovers that it is a case of abortion, he would make big trouble for me.”(90)
5.
“If you don’t get me the injections, I will go straight to the police with all the things you stole from the hospital. You can be sure you will end up in jail”. (84)
6.
“During that period, he had killed and maimed many people but curiously cured a few through his nefarious activities”. (25) 
7.  
When the other robbers express fear about the armed escorts on the van, Cosmos had replied that the chief of police in Gom had assured him that the escorts would not cause any problems. (283)

8.
  “You …boys should make haste and let me have my share of the money. I need something to retire on quickly,” he said as he hiccupped. (290)
 
The above extracts are few examples of Okediran’s use of declarative sentences in the novel, Strange Encounters, to convey the themes of the novel. In examples 1 and 2, the writer conveys the theme of quackery prevalent in the medical profession in Nigeria with the nefarious activities of characters such as Alhaji Adamu and Census. They engage in illegal medical practices without any medical training, thereby subjecting unsuspecting patients to pains and deaths. In sample 3, the author expresses Dr. Abe’s worries about the several cases of deaths resulting from Alhaji  Adamu’s nefarious activities in Gom. He is determined to report him to the police despite all efforts to discourage him from doing so.

 In extract 5, the author points his search light on the dubious hospital workers who pilfer and convert hospital equipment and drugs originally meant for public use to their uses in their private clinics. Others sell such items to make money, thereby sabotaging the efforts of the government to meet the health needs of the people. For instance, Census, a theatre attendant, engages in the theft of hospital equipment and drugs which he sells to Adamu. In this extract, the novelist expresses the fierceness of Adamu’s anger and the threat to report Census to the police. Adamu’s provocation is due to Census’s failure to provide him as usual, with the ergometrine injection he desperately needs to save the life of a girl, bleeding profusely after an abortion in his illegal clinic. 

With the declarative sentence in sample 6, the author emphasizes the effects of quackery, which subsume the loss of precious lives and the maiming of patients by the dubious quacks. In excerpts 7 and 8, Okediran denounces the acts of corruption and injustice and their perpetuators in the Nigerian Judiciary and the Police Force. He exposes the dubious activities of some unscrupulous police officers, judges and magistrates who in their quest to amass wealth aid and abate criminals. Excerpt 8 is a declarative statement by an armed robber who confesses his involvement in a bank robbery. 

In sample 9, Magistrate Kpera addresses Inspector Chike, the DCO and the DPO attached to GOM police station. This is in request for his share of the loot from their nefarious deal, in a case involving an armed robbery gang in his court. The robbers have succeeded in robbing a bank in the town, carting away millions of naira with the help of their police accomplices.

Interrogative sentences 

Interrogative sentences are sentences used for asking questions. Okediran makes profuse use of interrogative sentences to also expose corruption, injustice and moral decadence prevalent in the society in his novel under study. Here are some examples.

1.
“You mean you spent the whole of the Christmas and New Year periods in detention?” (303)
2.
“Are you travelling?… How about your wife and … child?” (303) 

3.     
 “Another case from Alhaji?”(88)

4.
…What a waste? (89)

5.       “In what way? You want me to write a different cause of death in the 
certificate?”
The above interrogative sentences from the novel are used by different characters as means of making inquires.  The sentences in examples1 and 2 are made by Dr. Abe and directed to Census at the motor park as Cletus returns to Calabar, his hometown. Due to his illegal medical practice in Gom, Census is arrested and detained in police cell for a long time during which he is subjected to bitter experiences. He loses not only all he acquired through his illegal medical practice, but his only son. Moreover, his wife abandons him while on detention. He becomes so frustrated that he finally resolves to return home. In these extracts, Okediran does not only expose corruption in the society, but condemns and discourages it in its entirety. He does so by making Census to suffer on account of his corrupt practices.

The interrogative sentence in samples 5 is deployed by the author to expose cases of falsification of reports and documents prevalent in the Nigerian society. The example is Dr. Abe’s reaction to Inspector Chike’s request that he should falsify the death certificate in connection with Kudi Gidado’s death. Kudi has died from the criminal abortion carried out on her by Alhaji Adamu on Inspector Chike’s request. Being responsible for Kudi’s pregnancy and subsequent death, Inspector Chike wants the death certificate falsified to avoid the wrath of the law and Alhaji Gidado, Kudi’s father, an influential man in the society. In another instance, the DPO who fails to make Dr. Abe to alter the medical report on a case of rape, having collected bribe from the parents of the rapist sets Dr. Abe up. At the end, the doctor is arrested, humiliated, tortured and forced to alter the medical report. The DPO insists on having Dr. Abe’s earlier report altered because the rapist from whose parents he has taken bribe would be jailed should the report be tendered in court. With the interrogative sentence above, Okediran artistically paints a clear picture of the Nigerian society where innocent citizens are brutalized by the law enforcement agents. He also portrays cases of perversion of justice prevalent in Nigeria.  

 Imperative sentence

 Imperative sentences are deployed to give command or orders. Below are few instances of the writer’s use of imperative functional sentence type for stylistic effect in Strange Encounters.

1.
“Go and lock him up!”
2.       I say go and get a taxi from the main road, stupid boy.”(30)

3.      “…Come on, move!” (30)    

  In each of the above samples, the author deploys an imperative sentence to give command. In extract 1, a countable is ordered by his superior, a superintendent as characteristic of the Police Force, to lock up Dr. Abe in the cell.  After all attempts by the police to make Dr. Abe to falsify a medical report without success, he is framed up, arrested and taken to the police station unjustly accused of being in possession of marijuana. The messages inherent in this excerpt are those of the corrupt practices and injustice in the police Force, where innocent people are detained and left to languish in jail for the crimes they do not commit.

Sample 2 expresses Alhaji Adamu’s commands to his assistant in his illegal clinic. He orders him to get a taxi with which to rush a girl who has fainted after an abortion to Faith Medical. 

Exclamatory Sentences

 Okediran makes extensive use of exclamatory sentences in the text under study for artistry, especially for the expressions of surprises, shocks and pain due to the unimaginable nefarious activities of the unscrupulous characters in the text as exemplified below.

1.   “My! He is quite hot!” he exclaimed. (150)

2.   “That’s incredible!” (11)

3.   “Three months!”( 25)

4.    “It’s paining me!’’(27)

5.   ‘’You got him?” Wow! That’s great!’’ James shouted. (304)

The above extracts are few of the exclamatory sentences used by the writer to convey the themes of the novel. All the sentences express deep emotions and sudden feelings of the characters and the authorial voice. Okediran deploys the exclamatory sentence in sample 1 made by Census in pretence, to convey the theme of quackery. Having lost his job as a theatre assistant in Faith Medical for pilfering hospital drugs and equipment, Census becomes impoverished. Desperately in need of money for his upkeep, he takes to quackery, converting his one room apartment into a clinic for illegal medical practice. Unable to diagnose the health problem of the baby brought to him by his mother, he exclaims in pretence, claiming that the baby has high temperature and shortage of blood, for which he administers an injection on him.

 Examples 3 and 4 express the emotions of surprise, anxiety, fear and pain before and after an abortion carried out on a schoolgirl by Alhaji Adamu. With these examples, the author depicts the horror associated with abortion, an illegal act. Extract 5 expresses Dr. Abe’s excitement over the arrest of Cosmos, the wanted leader of an armed robbery gang that has succeeded in robbing the bank in Gom, carting away millions of naira. Soon after the robbery incident, Cosmos escapes to Chad Republic with the help of his police accomplices. Dr. Abe is excited because with Cosmos’ arrest, the robbery case in which he is a witness will go on smoothly at the Jos High Court.

Tenses


Tense is a term used in grammar to indicate the time of an action or event     

( Murthy J. D, 2007:150). A novelist captures his or her events through tenses, which reflect the time of the events. A story occurs in the past but the narrator brings in varieties of tenses, as he needs to capture the events in various tense locations, in order to bring in reality in the sequence of actions. Wale Okediran makes use of different tenses to capture his stories. 

Present Tense 

1.
“Yes, I know.  In fact, that is also one of the reasons for my coming here. I need your help, Inspector.”(60)

2.
“Look here, man. I can’t continue covering you up everywhere. If those people in Jos find out we are helping you so much, they would soon be here for some investigations.” (61) 

3.
Your best bet is to try and befriend this new doctor.(61)

In the above extracts, the writer portrays the high rate of corruption in the society, especially in the police force.  

The author condemns the unscrupulous policemen who encourage crimes in the society in their quest for money. In sample 2 for instance, Inspector Chike subjects himself to ridicule as Adamu visits him to make his usual monthly payment for police coverage in his illegal medical practice. Inspector Chike emphasizes the need for Adamu to be careful in his quackery due to the very bad reports about his atrocities in Gom.

 As Adamu expresses his fear about Dr. Abe, the new uncompromising doctor at Faith Medical, and solicits the inspector’s help concerning him. Chike informs him of his inability to continue covering him up in his illegal medical practice. This according to Chike is for the fear of the police in Gom being investigated by the headquarters in Jos, should they discover that the police in Gom aids and abates him in his illegal business. At that juncture, Chike advises Adamu to befriend Dr. Abe in order to buy him over. In the above extracts, Okediran utilizes the sentences in the present tense to expose and condemn moral decadency in the society, especially in the police force, where law enforcement agents aid and abate criminals.   

Past tense


The entire events narrated in Strange Encounters happened in the past. The use of past tense is the basic style in story telling as the narrator recalls the events in the past even though its present relevance is the focus of the narration. We  consider the following few examples of sentences in the past tense used in the novel. 

1. 
“Despite more than ten arrests and fifteen court cases his business  continued to strive due to the ignorance of the inhabitants of the town and the goodwill of a corrupt law enforcement agency” (25)

2.  
It was an open secret in the hospital that the two women always quarreled over the tall, handsome Reverend Father. (128)

3.  
The two figures had been wriggling for some time. Suddenly, the young fellow screamed. “Father, stop it! It is paining me!”(226)

4.
As Father Raleigh puts on his clothes, Emmanuel Lar’s case flashed his mind. This one would again raise some suspicion among the staff in the hospital. (228) 

5.
The old man had given up prosecuting his daughter’s case after series of robberies in his numerous stores and fire accident which was never investigated by the police. (237)

6. 
“I have tried all I can to get the crooks punished. I now leave it to Allah. He is the only one who can avenge Kudi’s death,” he said. (237)

7.
If Gadigo was hopeless, Kudi was not. He had been told the verdict the previous day over supper at the magistrate house. (237)

8.
Cosmos gave detailed evidence which revealed that the police officers and the magistrate were the architects of the bank robbery operation. (304)

9.
 The Divisional Crime officer, the magistrate and the Divisional Police Officer were each sentenced to twenty-five years’ imprisonment, while the younger policemen got fifteen years each. (305)


Okediran deploys sentences in the past tense as exemplified above to convey the theme of religious hypocrisy prevalent in the Nigerian society in the novel under study.  In samples 2 to 4, the writer exposes the immoral activities among some so-called Christians who pretend, claiming to be true servants of God publically, but indulge in acts of immorality behind the scene. In Stranger Encounters, Reverend Father Raleigh and the Reverend Sisters are religious hypocrites deeply involved in acts of immorality.

 With samples 5 and 6 above, Okediran conveys the theme of injustice being meted out to people in the society by the law enforcement agents whose duty is to protect the citizens. Alhaji Gadido recounts all the losses he has suffered through the fire accident and robbery attacks planned by Inspector Chike and the police in Gom. He also complains about the injustice meted out to him by Alhaji Adamu and Inspector Chike who are responsible for the death of his daughter. The police in Gom and Magistrate Kpera protect them from being prosecuted, thereby denying Gadido justice over his daughter’s death. The author has reiterated here the acts of injustice which innocent Nigerians suffer due to the corruption in the Police Force and the judiciary.


Similarly, Okediran deploys the sentences in samples 8 and 9 in the past tense to convey the theme of retributive justice in Strange Encounters. We observe that every dubious character in the novel involved in one nefarious act or the other is punished for his crime. For instance, in samples 8 and 9, all the policemen and the magistrate involved in aiding and abating the bank robbers and the quacks for financial gratification are severely punished. Each of them gets a jail term of many years to serve, thereby, reiterating that no sinner goes unpunished. Okediran has not only exposed acts of corruption and injustice in the novel, but discourages them by subjecting the perpetuators to severe punishments.
Future Tense 


When a verb is used to express an action that will take place in the future, it is known as the future tense. The use of future tense in a narrative enables the writer to create reality in the story. Here are instances of the novelist’s use of sentences in the future tense in the text.
1.
“Okay, if you have nothing to hide, help me see that patient. The Sister will wait 
for you. Lover boy” (172)
2.
“Okay, I will tell you what we shall do to get that doctor, but first go and call 
Constable John.’’ (239)

3.
…If you don’t have it now, you will have to come when you are ready for the report.”(58)


4.
“Look, sir, I-I-I will bring the rest later.” (38) 

5.
In that case, you can come tomorrow. I will see what can be done about it although 
you will have to give us an additional five hundred naira to hurry it up.” (59)

The above extracts are some of the instances of the author’s deployment of the future tense to convey his messages in the text. In samples 3 and 4 is the conversation between Inspector Chike and a man in need of a police report for his stolen vehicle. The man is forced by Inspector Chike to pay so much money to obtain the report despite the loss of his car. Okediran exposes here insensitivity and the extortions of money from innocent members of the society by the corrupt policemen.  In excerpt 2, the author reveals Superintendent Kuru’s determination to set Dr. Abe up for his refusal to falsify a medical report.
Conclusion
We have established in this paper that language is the tool with which literary artists convey their artistic visions in literature. In literary texts, language is studied at various levels, but this study focuses on the syntactic parameters which Wale Okediran deploys to pass his messages across to the readers in Strange Encounters. He does not only convey the themes of injustice and corruption in the Nigeria, but condemns and discourages them in totality.
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