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Abstract

One of the controversies in the interpretation of labour law is the
determination of the duration in contract of employment. The Ethiopian
labour law seemingly adopts the presumption of ‘indefinite period’ of
engagement for all labour contracts. The burden is then on the employer to
prove otherwise i.e. recruitments for definite period or piece work. This
case comment drills on the effect of phaseout of project works on labour
contract attached to it. The Federal Supreme Court Cassation Divison
passed precedence ruling that labour contracts would terminate resulting
dismissal of employees where a project work phases out on its File No.
57337 rendered on June 15/2003 (Ethiopian Calendar) and File No. 35621
October 11/2001 (Ethiopian Calendar). The comment is made on these files
claiming that the employer must be compelled to prove its endeavors
exhausting all possibilities and failure to transfer the employee to another
post or projects even if the specific project the employee recruited for ends.
The author argues that the very purpose of the ‘presumption of indefinite
period engagement’, i.e. job security, should be given effect. More
importantly, employers shall not be given discretion to abuse their right to
recruit for ‘definite period’ under the guise of project work refuting the
protective purpose of the labour law.
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NG etremi@m- ATOAT L ATLEe eTCEhT 0¢ aPPrT TEEh+HI®
aoMGPRT AT PTCENE AT 1A &2047 TR MDA NAT9% Av-T NA%0
TCENT A%0 PTIHN £0& ALd1 AMA (ooThE eTCEEhE O gvpord g
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@ LA\ ET &0 ATLTIHNAT Qeeren +Fhehzid:: ¢ ¢+ hchC 19
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GeIPT QAP N PPET PaPPPAG PaPRLLC API° NaP1AT: Pt GATIS PBLI
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ATV A0E PPPC $LFPT NhOSS S voTY etk AP hehe
PIYINHD TP PPTLT $0F PaP@AT NANT 9710+ PTLAD- 10+:: NHY TPR
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9ot 4.89° A0NAAP &40 ORI° AP 10 W TASTD AFOAT 20 L THTS
U3 PF AT 0PC A0SO 823 1H tMGRA NTINF e DA TIRLT
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op, PTLAD7 1PN NPdE WPANFAT::

NANSS (&15 APE ATP& 10 TOOT LHE OLI° (é- aPPmC LTLFAVFD7 Hn™
v-23P T (PHCHC Phdaem (LP? AIHLY HN'F QF GFo- 0gn AAT9° aoiicf b
Tt SFAN PULA AD-LL T PTLONH 1T A FAA:: PATPRT aPT (NATPR
100)) 07@PAt «hHY OFF OFHZHGT U-33PTFs 0910 U4 QAPSTE Arda.
U33PTT Neve HCHE PmPAA 1@+ de apRIPLI° POTAA:: AAUII® +araag,
U3 PFT (199avA0A aognaoC VTF P9LLPL ARIPAAIP:: (1ICIT VT N9Aé NIHY
D3P OPC AT UBFPT ANTEPEI® DL ALNTG1ISI° e (19908
AADADAI®:: (LP79° (W A7 9 PFONLDT AA7Did) 246 PPC PV A9t
ATIFANA ATMPOT NTL0D- PHAR U PTF OC ArA FATM@- avChgP
WILAAVFD av1avt RFAN:: (MFen169° PANSS Wit V9 PIF 9A99 Lhay
PPIDY AT NHOHG AN PaoVE PAPT oomOP NPPH? VT AOSTHT
PIOVHLTEI® P PAPETY A9 PULPLTNT LUPGA: TIC 1T NT18L T18L
NTLLOTI €4 11C 9Pt (ATPé 10 @A NFHLHGT PPNI8PT NATS P9L.0LP
PRy (TN T P0e- D AFDAYT (- DLIP LI, 10+ e TINEAT LFAN::

g, oo 18LTF7 AIPAN 91 T NSNS0 F NINLD- aPHI) P0G D+ SHDOY
PL 180 ATetPaomAtt Gc@< AJDRT N9LAM-F 478 AL PFavOlt aopPrYE
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(L&A 20e- DA AFOAT LH D247 (LIPS LHO- LCO P0s- D (LRLT Phe- D
Lm0t AT 9°Fh A%n A0 FPTEIP (LPTI° AT 201G T avLlT V10T
ALLAI® T4\ 1D-::

Navalt A tG D7 PPN hé &CETF NTCENHI avmSPd A VAD-GD-
AT80S AA OG/TCENT APOC- A2LPT haPHI: 19T ao @08 RFAN:: A9 0M-9°
PhAR7/RAU-7 Tmé7T PO @A hbim (A N9°F AA ACtT apdmég° Navhi-
AGZA:: PANC &/0F PALDG ALATFD- 210 1Nt 170F et D etPmlNt
TEEhF AP NA £C8E PPmAD- (g P17 102 AP0 (LT DT DL AA (g
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