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Abstract: This paper explored the integration of Gestalt and Piagetian learning theories within the 21st-
century classroom, emphasizing their complementary roles in promoting cognitive, social and emotional 
development. Through a qualitative review of existing educational frameworks, the paper demonstrates how 
these theories can be applied to create inclusive and engaging learning environments. Gestalt theory, 
focusing on perception and wholistic understanding, complements Piaget’s emphasis on active engagement 
and developmental stages. By synthesizing these two approaches, educators can design curricula that 
promote critical thinking, problem-solving and meaningful learning experiences. The paper further discusses 
the role of technology in enhancing learning outcomes and offers recommendations for implementing these 
theories effectively in modern classrooms. 
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Introduction 
The use of learning theories plays a crucial role in 
shaping curriculum development and instructional 
practices. These theories provide frameworks for 
understanding how students learn and guiding 
educators in designing effective learning 
experiences (Main, 2022). The educational theories 
of Piaget and Gestalt have influenced education for 
almost one hundred years. Although distinct in 
some ways, their theories share common ground 
and can be viewed as complementary perspectives 
in shaping the 21st-century classroom. Piaget 
emphasized the importance of active learning and 
the role of social interaction in cognitive 
development (Piaget, 1964) while Gestalt focused 

on how individuals perceive and organize sensory 
information into meaningful patterns or wholes 
(Terrell, 2006; Green & Gredler, 2002).  
 

Piaget's theory emphasizes the interplay between 
the individual learner and their social environment, 
illustrating that knowledge is co-constructed 
through interaction (Piaget, 1964). Gestalt 
psychology, on the other hand, focuses primarily on 
the individual's perception and organization of 
sensory information but can still recognize the role 
of social interaction in shaping perception and 
cognition (Terrell, 2006). By blending theoretical 
insights with practical classroom strategies, 
educators can leverage Gestalt and Piagetian 
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principles to integrate a wholistic learning 
experience (Ogunyemi & Henning, 2020).  
 

The ideal learning environment is designed to 
support the whole person and acknowledges the 
interconnectedness of different aspects of learning, 
such as cognitive, emotional and social 
development. It encourages active engagement and 
collaboration among students and provides 
opportunities for hands-on experiential learning 
(Saavedra & Opfer, 2012). In a learning-friendly 
classroom, students are encouraged to explore and 
make connections between different concepts and 
engage in problem-solving activities (Talbert & Mor-
Avi, 2019). 
 

Integrating Gestalt and Piagetian learning theories 
emphasizes the importance of individual students' 
prior knowledge and experiences. Educators must 
consider students' unique backgrounds and cultural 
contexts when designing instruction by using 
culturally responsive teaching practices. These 
practices involve recognizing and respecting 
students' cultural references and integrating them 
into the learning environment. For example, 
educators can incorporate culturally relevant 
materials, such as literature, historical examples and 
case studies from diverse cultures, into the 
curriculum. They can also encourage students to 
share their personal experiences and perspectives, 
which can shape classroom discussions and 
activities. By designing learning tasks that connect 
new concepts to students’ existing knowledge or 
cultural contexts, educators create more meaningful 
learning experiences and promote students’ 
engagement (Kinard & Kozulin, 2008). Educators 
using Gestalt and Piagetian learning theories in the 
21st-century classroom recognize the 
interconnectedness of cognitive, social and 
emotional development, and they promote active 
and collaborative learning experiences. 
 

Methodology 
This study employed a qualitative, theoretical 
review of existing educational frameworks, focusing 
on the integration of Gestalt and Piagetian learning 
theories in modern classroom settings. The 
methodology draws on a wide range of sources, 
including peer-reviewed journals, empirical studies, 
and foundational texts related to cognitive 
development, social learning and perceptual 
organization. Key studies include Piaget’s 
foundational work on cognitive development 
(Piaget, 1964), Terrell’s application of Gestalt 

principles to educational design (Terrell, 2006) and 
Saavedra and Opfer’s insight into 21st-century 
collaborative learning environments (Saavedra & 
Opfer, 2012).  
 

Research on culturally responsive teaching practices 
is supported by Kinard and Kozulin’s (2008) 
examination of Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory in 
mathematics education. By synthesizing these 
diverse sources, the study presents a wholistic 
perspective on how these theories can be practically 
implemented to create active, collaborative learning 
environments that support cognitive, emotional, 
and social development. 
 

Exploring the Foundations of Gestalt 
Educational Theory 
To truly understand the application of the Gestalt 
educational theory in the modern classroom, it is 
essential to delve into the foundational principles 
that underpin this approach to learning. Gestalt 
theory emphasizes the importance of looking at the 
whole picture, the "Gestalt," rather than breaking it 
down into its parts. This perspective is crucial in 
shaping instructional practices that promote 
interconnected and meaningful learning experiences 
for students. 
 

One of the key concepts of Gestalt Theory is the 
idea of "insight learning," which refers to the 
sudden comprehension or understanding of a 
problem that leads to a solution. This concept aligns 
with the notion of "aha moments" in the learning 
process, highlighting the importance of creating 
opportunities for students to make connections and 
formulate solutions in ways that are personally 
meaningful to them (Terrell, 2006). 
 

By incorporating Gestalt educational theory in the 
21st-century classroom, educators can support 
students' ability to see the bigger picture, which can 
be applied to any subject area. This can be achieved 
through instructional strategies, such as presenting 
information in a context-rich manner, encouraging 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills and 
providing real-world applications to the content 
being taught. Additionally, Gestalt educational 
theory emphasizes the importance of active 
engagement and experiential learning. By 
incorporating hands-on activities, group discussions 
and project-based learning, educators can provide 
opportunities for students to actively engage with 
the material and construct their knowledge and 
understanding (Terrell, 2006; Green & Gredler, 
2002). 
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Furthermore, Gestalt theory places significant 
emphasis on the role of perception in learning, as it 
involves recognizing patterns, organizing sensory 
information into coherent wholes, and making 
meaningful connections between concepts. This 
process helps learners understand and retain 
information more effectively by seeing how 
individual parts relate to the overall structure 
(Terrell, 2006). The concept of perception can be 
used to create learning environments that stimulate 
students' senses and encourage them to make 
connections based on what they observed and 
experienced. For example, teachers can use visual 
aids and real-world examples to help students 
perceive patterns, relationships and connections 
within the content they are learning (Green & 
Gredler, 2002). Likewise, the integration of the 
Piagetian learning theory into the 21st-century 
classroom enhances students' cognitive 
development and understanding (Piaget, 1964). 
 

Piaget's Influence on Modern Educational 
Practices 
 

Piaget's theory of cognitive development has had a 
substantial influence on modern educational 
practices, particularly in understanding how children 
construct knowledge through active engagement 
with their environment (Marchand, 2012). 
Educators today recognize the importance of 
considering students' developmental stages and 
individual differences in their instructional 
approaches, a concept central to Piaget's theory 
(Piaget, 1964). This approach acknowledges that 
students construct their understanding of concepts 
through hands-on, experiential learning and require 
opportunities to actively engage in the learning 
process (Piaget, 1964). This is reflected in the 
learner-centered and constructivist-based teaching 
methods that dominate many 21st-century 
classrooms, where active learning, critical thinking 
and problem-solving are emphasized (Saavedra & 
Opfer, 2012). By incorporating Piagetian principles 
into their teaching practices, educators can provide 
activities and environments that encourage students 
to explore and manipulate objects, creating a 
deeper understanding of the material (Piaget, 1964). 
Additionally, Piaget's theory stresses the importance 
of a stimulating and supportive learning 
environment, rich in materials and resources, which 
promotes meaningful interactions and cognitive 
growth (Piaget, 1964; Saavedra & Opfer, 2012). 
 

 

Integrating Piagetian and Gestalt Principles for 
Deeper Learning 
By combining the principles of Piagetian learning 
theory with the concepts of Gestalt theory, 
educators can cultivate an interactive and 
stimulating classroom atmosphere where students 
feel empowered to contribute their existing 
knowledge, reflect on their experiences and actively 
construct new understandings through meaningful 
learning activities (Sarbah, 2020). This unified 
approach to learning recognizes the importance of 
both individual cognitive processes and the 
perception of information. 
 

As educators continue to explore instructional 
methodologies that align with both Piagetian and 
Gestalt theories, it becomes evident that this 
approach to learning is essential for creating 
meaningful learning experiences. Combining both 
theories, educators can design learning experiences 
that consider the interconnectedness of cognitive, 
social and emotional development (Saavedra & 
Opfer, 2012). 
 

To effectively integrate Gestalt and Piagetian 
learning theories, educators can design learning 
environments that promote hands-on, experiential 
learning while encouraging critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills (Talbert & Mor-Avi, 2019). 
This strategy aligns with Piaget's emphasis on active 
engagement in the learning process and Gestalt's 
focus on insight learning and wholistic 
understanding. By allowing students to explore 
concepts through real-world applications, educators 
can help students make meaningful connections 
that lead to deeper comprehension of the material. 
Additionally, this approach considers the diverse 
learning styles and abilities of students. By 
integrating Piagetian and Gestalt principles into 
instructional design, educators can create engaging 
and meaningful learning experiences that encourage 
higher-order thinking, creativity and problem-
solving skills. Ultimately, this method focuses on 
providing a stimulating environment that nurtures 
children's cognitive and creative development 
through activities such as music, dance, art and 
crafts (Poplin, 2023). 
 

Additionally, the integration of Piagetian and Gestalt 
principles requires educators to consider individual 
students' prior knowledge and experiences 
(Rabindran & Madanagopal, 2020). By capitalizing 
on the idea of "insight learning" from Gestalt theory 
and Piaget's notion of cognitive development 
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stages, educators can create instructional strategies 
that cater to students' unique backgrounds and 
readiness to learn. This involves presenting 
information in a context-rich manner, incorporating 
culturally relevant materials and experiences and 
encouraging students to draw on their prior 
knowledge to construct new understanding. In 
addition to individualized instruction, collaborative 
learning strategies can be implemented to create 
social interaction and enhance the learning 
experience. By promoting collaboration and peer 
interaction, educators can create a social 
constructivist environment that allows students to 
learn from each other and consider multiple 
perspectives. Therefore, by integrating both 
Piagetian and Gestalt principles into the classroom, 
educators can provide a comprehensive and well-
rounded learning experience for students. 
 

Gestalt and Piaget: Comparative Analysis in 
Educational Contexts 
While Gestalt theory emphasizes the importance of 
seeing the whole picture and understanding how 
different pieces fit together, Piaget's theory focuses 
on cognitive development and the stages through 
which children construct knowledge. Integrating 
both approaches recognizes that education is not 
simply about acquiring isolated facts or skills, but 
rather about developing well-rounded individuals 
who can think critically, communicate effectively 
and navigate complex challenges (Ryan & Deci, 
2020). The student will be able to utilize a balance 
of intrinsic and extrinsic motivation in a pleasant 
learning environment that enables students to 
develop their full potential across various domains. 
 

To create an inclusive learning environment that 
caters to the diverse backgrounds and experiences 
of students, educators can apply the principles of 
Gestalt and Piagetian theories to promote student-
centered development with instructional strategies 
that accommodate individual differences and 
varying readiness to learn. 
 

Incorporating culturally relevant materials and 
experiences into the curriculum allows students to 
see the whole picture and understand how different 
pieces fit together within their context. By 
embracing diversity and inclusivity, educators can 
create an inclusive learning environment where 
every student feels acknowledged and appreciated 
throughout the learning process. Gestalt principles 
such as closure, proximity, similarity and continuity 
can inform the instructional design to enhance 

learning experiences (Green & Gredler, 2002). 
Educators can use these principles to organize 
material in ways that facilitate understanding and 
retention. Educators serve as facilitators who guide 
students in perceiving and organizing information 
effectively. They can encourage students to explore 
different perspectives and viewpoints to gain an 
understanding of a subject. 
 

While Piaget's theory emphasizes the importance of 
active learning and discovery, educators can design 
learning activities that correspond to the cognitive 
abilities of students at different developmental 
stages (Rabindran & Madanagopal, 2020). For 
instance, hands-on experiences and exploration are 
central to learning in the sensorimotor and 
preoperational stages. Equipping students with 
incremental learning experiences is a significant 
function of educators. They provide support and 
guidance as students assimilate new information 
and accommodate existing schemas.  
 

Bridging 21st-Century Classrooms with Classic 
Learning Theories 
Bridging 21st-century classrooms with classic 
learning theories involves using the foundational 
principles of Piagetian and Gestalt theories to create 
engaging, student-centered learning experiences 
that promote the active construction of knowledge.  
 

In today's increasingly diverse educational 
landscape, educators must have a deep 
understanding of the individual learner (Marchand, 
2012). By integrating the foundational principles of 
Piagetian and Gestalt theories, educators can create 
a comprehensive approach that considers the 
cognitive, social and emotional development of 
each student. 
 

When implementing Piagetian and Gestalt principles 
in the classrooms, educators should consider unique 
backgrounds, cultural experiences and students’ 
readiness to learn (Main 2022). This approach 
involves presenting information in a context-rich 
manner, using culturally relevant materials and 
encouraging students to draw on their prior 
knowledge to construct new understanding. As such 
due to an inclusive and supportive learning 
environment that acknowledges the diverse 
experiences and perspectives of each student, 
educators create a space where all learners can 
thrive and actively engage in the learning process. 
 

Moreover, collaborative learning strategies can be 
implemented to enhance social interaction and 
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provide opportunities for students to learn from 
each other (Huang, 2021). This experience not only 
strengthens their understanding of the material but 
also cultivates essential communication and 
teamwork skills that are valuable in the 21st-century 
landscape. 
 

Embracing Wholistic Learning Experiences 
A combination of the two learning approaches 
recognizes the interconnectedness of cognitive, 
social and emotional development (Poplin, 2023). 
This involves creating a stimulating environment 
that supports children's mental abilities and creative 
development through various activities, such as 
music, dance, art and crafts. 
 

Incorporating creative and expressive arts into the 
curriculum enriches the learning experience and 
nurtures students' emotional intelligence and self-
expression (Overland, 2013). Educators can tap into 
each student's unique strengths and interests, 
creating a deep and lasting passion for learning. 
Learning that integrates Piagetian and Gestalt 
principles can cultivate intrinsic motivation in 
students (Marchand, 2012). This involves creating a 
learning environment that not only focuses on 
academic instruction but also nurtures the 
emotional and creative development of the 
learners. 
 

The combination of the two learning theories 
acknowledges that students are multifaceted 
individuals with diverse needs and interests, and it 
aims to develop their full potential in intellectual, 
emotional, spiritual, psychomotor, social, and 
aesthetic domains. One effective way to cultivate 
intrinsic motivation is by providing students with 
opportunities for self-expression and creativity 
(Gottfried, 2019). Students get a sense of ownership 
and autonomy in their learning, inspiring them to 
actively participate and take pride in their 
achievements. 
 

In addition, a sense of community and collaboration 
within the classroom can contribute to intrinsic 
motivation. The creation of a community within the 
classroom encourages students to take ownership 
of their learning and motivates them to contribute 
positively to the collective growth of the group. 
Real-world applications and project-based learning 
opportunities can also enhance intrinsic motivation 
by allowing students to see the practical relevance 
of their education (Mucedola, 2018). Students who 
are motivated to actively use their knowledge and 
abilities in practical and impactful ways to develop a 

deeper understanding and appreciation of the 
material (Ghasya & Kartono, 2022). 
 

Implementing Effective Assessment Strategies 
With the creation of an inclusive and engaging 
learning environment, educators must develop 
effective assessment strategies aligned with the 
principles of Piagetian and Gestalt theories. In line 
with the Piagetian theory, assessments should focus 
on students' developmental stages and their ability 
to actively construct knowledge. This can be done 
through formative assessments, such as 
observation, open-ended questions and hands-on 
tasks, where students demonstrate their 
understanding by exploring and interacting with 
their environment. Similarly, assessments aligned 
with Gestalt theory should focus on how well 
students perceive and organize information into 
meaningful wholes. This can include assessments 
like hands-on learning experiences that require 
students to utilize their knowledge in practical, real-
world scenarios or concept mapping, which allows 
students to visually organize information and show 
connections between ideas. 
 

Assessments should extend beyond traditional 
testing methods to incorporate diverse forms of 
evaluation that cater to students' varied learning 
styles and abilities. Using a variety of tools such as 
project-based assessments, portfolios and peer 
evaluations provides educators with a 
comprehensive understanding of students' progress 
and learning outcomes. This approach offers 
students opportunities to demonstrate their 
understanding through diverse modalities, 
facilitating a deeper assessment of their skills and 
knowledge. Empowering students as active 
participants in their learning journey is a key 
objective of both Gestalt and Piagetian theories. 
Promoting student autonomy, educators can 
cultivate a classroom environment where students 
feel empowered to take risks, express ideas and 
engage in meaningful learning experiences (Code, 
2020). This not only aligns with the principles of 
Piagetian and Gestalt theories but also nurtures 
students' development as independent and self-
directed learners. 
 

Leveraging Technology to Enhance Learning 
Outcomes 
With the advancement of modern technology, 
integrating digital tools is essential for improving 
learning experiences and supporting the principles 
of Piagetian and Gestalt theories. The incorporation 
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of interactive multimedia resources, educational 
apps and virtual simulations provides students with 
engaging and hands-on learning opportunities. 
These resources accommodate various learning 
preferences by enabling students to engage with 
content purposefully and interactively, allowing for 
deeper comprehension allowing for deeper 
comprehension (Kustori & Mariono, 2018). With 
technology integrated into the curriculum, 
educators can create personalized and adaptive 
learning environments, where students progress at 
their own pace and receive immediate feedback on 
their learning (Kustori & Mariono, 2018). This 
personalized approach not only enhances students’ 
engagement but also strengthens self-awareness in 
learning, prompting students to evaluate and refine 
their thought processes. Furthermore, the use of 
technology enables educators to gather and analyze 
student data, making it possible to tailor instruction 
to individual needs and provide targeted 
interventions to support student growth. 
 

In promoting the wholistic development in the 
classroom, educators should strive to create 
environments that promote not only cognitive and 
social growth but also critical thinking, empathy, 
and a strong sense of justice. By incorporating 
principles from Piagetian and Gestalt theories, 
teachers can ensure that students are prepared to 
face the complex challenges of the 21st century 
with confidence and integrity. 
 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
Conclusions 
In conclusion, the integration of Gestalt and 
Piagetian learning theories provides a strong 
foundation for creating dynamic and inclusive 
educational environments. By blending these two 
approaches, educators can design learning 
experiences that prioritize students' cognitive, social 
and emotional growth while addressing their 
individual needs and cultural backgrounds. The 
Gestalt approach highlights the importance of 
viewing learning, where students make connections 
and grasp insights, while Piaget’s theory emphasizes 
active engagement and stage-specific cognitive 
development. Together, these theories allow for the 
development of curricula and instructional 
strategies that engage students in meaningful ways, 
supporting a wide range of learning styles. 
 

Additionally, the integration of technology enhances 
educational outcomes by offering interactive and 
tailored learning experiences. These tools align with 

Gestalt’s focus on perception and Piaget’s principles 
of active participation. By applying these theories, 
educators can create vibrant and transformative 
classrooms that nurture both intellectual and 
emotional development, preparing students for 
success in an ever-changing world. 
 

Recommendations 
The study recommends that schools should 
prioritize professional development programs that 
equip teachers with the skills to apply Gestalt and 
Piagetian principles in their teaching. Workshops 
focusing on active learning strategies and the 
application of insight-based and developmental 
learning methods would help educators enhance 
their instructional practices. 
 

Traditional testing methods should be 
supplemented with varied forms of evaluation, such 
as project-based assessments, portfolios and 
concept mapping. These methods allow educators 
to assess students' academic understanding as well 
as their critical thinking, problem-solving and social-
emotional skills, providing a more well-rounded 
evaluation of progress. 
 
Schools should integrate interactive multimedia 
resources, educational apps and virtual simulations 
into the classroom. These technologies support both 
Piaget’s emphasis on active learning and Gestalt’s 
focus on experiential learning, allowing students to 
engage deeply with content in a way that suits their 
learning styles. Educators should design curricula 
that reflect the diverse cultural backgrounds of their 
students. By incorporating materials that are 
relevant to student’s lives and experiences, teachers 
can create a more inclusive environment that 
respects diversity and promotes meaningful learning 
across cultural boundaries. 
 

Schools should implement differentiated instruction 
strategies to meet the varied developmental and 
learning needs of students. Understanding that 
learners have diverse approaches to acquiring 
knowledge and progress at varying speeds, teachers 
can create flexible learning plans that address 
individual strengths and areas for improvement, 
ensuring that all students can thrive academically 
and emotionally. 
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