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Kwame Nkrumah, George Padmore and W.E.B. Du Bois

Kwadwo Afari-Gyan

Abstract
From 1945 Kwame Nkrumah (1909-1972) developed close relations first with George 
Padmore (1902-1959), a Trinidadian, and then with Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois (1868- 1963), an 
African-American who became a Ghanaian citizen soon before he died. As men of thought 
and action, they exerted great influence on the affairs of their day; and, through their writings, 
they continue to exert considerable influence on contemporary thinking in the black world. 
They all lie buried in Ghana. This essay seeks to explore the basis of their relationship.

Résumé 
À partir de 1945, Kwame Nkrumah (1909-1972) développa des relations étroites, d'abord avec 
George Padmore (1902-1959), un trinidadien, puis avec le Dr. W.E.B Du Bois (1868-1963), 
un afro-américain qui devint citoyen ghanéen peu avant sa mort. Comme des hommes de 
pensée et d’action, ils exercèrent une grande influence sur les affaires de leur époque; et, par 
leurs écrits, ils continuent d'exercer une influence considérable sur la pensée contemporaine 
dans le monde noir. Ils sont tous enterrés au Ghana. Cet article cherche à explorer la base de 
leur relation.
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Kwadwo Afari-Gyan was, at the time of the article’s original publication, a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of 
African Studies. In 1992, Dr. Afari-Gyan was appointed deputy chairman of the interim National Electoral Commission 
that oversaw the elections that transitioned Ghana from military to civilian rule. With the establishment of the Fourth 
Republic, he was then appointed the first chairman of the new Electoral Commission, a position he held until 2015.  

* Originally published in Research Review, Vol 7, Nos. 1 & 2, 1991
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